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INTRODUGTION
by
Lawrence R, Hood

3ince I had gathered so much more history aboﬁt Qak=
dale Township than could be used in the Sesguicentennial
book, "THIS IS WASHINGTON COUNTY",we thought 1t sdvisable
to place 1t in the Washington County Historlcal Soclety
Museum Library,where others could have the privilege of
reading the research which has been in the making over a
period of years.

I especlally wish to thank Mr. Ray Kirkpatrick for the
information he gave on the early businegs places of Oakdale
Mﬁs. #follie Xinyon Rezba for variocus facts about Elkton,iirs,
Nelda Boyle Robb for helps acquired from her resesrch paper
entitled, “Oakdale,Illinols Soclal and Religilous Sketch",
Mias Claudine Coulter for further research,typing and as-
gembling slso several dozen residents or former residents,
who gave information or loaned books,elght of whom have
died gince providing valuable facts or dates.the latter
are:Mreg, Ada Auld Torrens, ¥Walter Snyder,T.E.ilcLean,George
Decker, John Klene,Mrs. Laura Maxwell Osborn, ifrs. Anna

fcLean Boyd and Miss Irene Plper. Their help- has been much

apvpreciated,
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ELKHORN PRAIRIE

Elkhorn P rairie was the name given to a very large prailrie
of unknown extent. It surely was the name given to all the land
surrounding the headwaters of the Elkhorn Creek. Elkhorn Cresk
rises south of Oakdsle in Sec.23,flows 1n a nortnerly direction
where 1t 1s joined in Sec. 14 by another branch which asrose 1n
Sec., 21.TOgetheP they flow northward being joined in Sec. 1l by
a branch from the northeast where it began in Sec.32 in Nashville
Township. It then continues on in a westerly direction into Sec.4
when it agaln turns in a northerly direction into Pium Hill Twp.
thence onward in a wandering manner until it enters the Kaskaskia
River in Sec. 30 in Venedy Township.

Facts gleaned from Brink's History of Washington Cdunty and
from other records give Elkhorn Prairie as the location of esrly
settlers., William Rountree settled in Elkhorn Pralrle,near the
oresent site of Elkton in 1818. John taney settled on the edge
of Elkhorn Prairie in 1822 on what is known as the Thomas Klene
farm. The Elkhorn Presbyterian Church{the fore-r@nner of the
Neshville Presbyterian Church) was built op Sawyer's Point in
1822, %1lliem Ayers settled on Elkhorn Creek in what is now Oak-
dale in 1823. The Elkhorn Covenanter Church was built in what 1ls
now called the Oskdale Cemetery in 1835. The ground where the Ven-
edy Mine is locsted was owned 1in 1833 by Joseph Kinyon and 1s
spoken of as being in Elkhorn Prairie. Land owned by the Kennedy
famlly near Lively Grove was also spoken of as being 1in Elxhorn
Prairie. No doubt the prairie fire which overtook George icNalr
and Robert Kelso in Nov.1838 .as they returned to thelr homes be-
tween Cordes snd Oakdale from Nashville was in the Elkhorn Pralrie.

It is claimed that the branches of the Elkhorn Creek remind
one of the branches of an elk's antlers,thereiore the name Elk-
horn Prairie was given to the vast pralrie dralned by this creek.

OLD TRAILS AND EARLY SETTLERS

Before Elkhorn Pralrie was settled by the white man 1t was
the home of an abundance of buffalo,deer,rabblts, squirrels,pos-
gsums,quail,prairie chicken,wild turkey and many small animals
and birds. Fish were to be had in the streame for the taking.

Large areas of the higher ground,more remcte from the creekg
were covered with a tall coarse grass which grew wlld,as tall as
a men's head. Along the creeks snd their tributarles on thelow-
er and hillier land grew a heavy stand of oak,hickory,ash,elm,
locust,blrch,walnut,mulberry,persimmnon,wild cherry,cedar trees
and many other nut or berry bearing bushes grew 1n abundance.

Herds of buffalo and deer made tralls from feedlng area Lo
feeding area,crossing the creeks at easily accessable places
which were slso close to ™salt licks™ or places where salt had
accumulated in soft sand stone.

Indian tribes roamed over the prairie hunting,but they usually
camped on an elevation overlooking a stream.Such places still
yleld many artifacts,such as various types of arrow heads,skin-
ners,skin scrapers,awls and axes. #hen the first settlers came




to Elkhorn Prairje,there were not many Indlans to be found,a few
of the Kagkaskis,Tamaroas and Shawneeg who were not warlike and
had gotten along well with the French traders at faskaskia. How-
ever they did not like to see the Scotch Irish come in with the
intent to vlow up the prairie to farm.we are told in the HISTORY
of 1879 that a half dozen Shawnee Indlans and David ielle,a Bgp-
tist minister helped William Rountree build his first log house

where he had settled in 1816. Because so0 meny of his family had
dlied and he had lost hig cattie with"milk sickness" from eating
polsonous weeds, he started back to “entucky but never went far-
ther than Elkton.

Indian hunters followed the buffalo trails as they hunted or
migrated from place to place. Latap a8 scouts came through the
I1linois Territory,they too followed these trails on their horsges.
Before the esarly settlers came to the prairies,the early French
settlers had established trails across the land from one river
settlement to another. They followed across the praliries where
they could, and cut down trees where the path led through the for-
est sreas. Soon there weprs tralls from Xasksskia to Vincennes,
from Xaskaskis to Detroit, from Ksskaskla to St. Louls and from
St. Louis to Shawneetown.

Three of thes= o0ld French Tralla crossed the ares which later
become Elkhorn Precinct. The Kaskaskia-Detroit Trail passed
through Tilden in & northeast direction passing through the Fran-
ces Kargz farm in Lively Grove Township,passing on in a northeast
dir~ctionthrough the John Reinhardt farm in the Elkton area,then
on through Danville,Illinois and on to Detroit. The Ksskaskila-
Vincennes Trail passed through Sparta,leaving Randolph County
Just south of Coulterville, crossed the northwest corner of Per-
ry County,crossed ilud Creekx almost where the blacktop road cross-
es today,going on in a northesst direction through tne farm of
Lawrence Hood,entering the village of Oskdale beside Leo Stearn's
home and on down the cut in the hill to the’ famous "Zeadow-in-the-
Hole" of French times,up the east side of t nhe former Decker Shop,
passed north of Irs. HcLean's barn which contsains the old store
built by Yskdale's first resldent, Willlam Ayers. The trail led
on psst the old log post office which stood where John Brammeier's
red granary and gshed now gtand, anc¢ on northeast,crossing Locust
Creek near the Locust Creek Cemetery snd on through Nashville.

. The Shawnestown-St. Louls Trail has three routes given,one
passong through Tilden, Coulterville and Pinckneyville. Another
is through iively Grove,Elkton ang coming into Oakdale about
where Ray Kirkpatrick's home stands, Joining the ¥asksskia- Vin-
cennes Trall just northeast of Leo Stearn's home. It follow=d the
other trail until 1t pagsed the old post office,then turned socuth-
east along the 0ld road between the elevator end the railroad sta-
tion when it was used as a station. It continued eastward over
the Pilot Knob Hil 1 just g little south of the blacktop road,then
on to P inckneyville,

When Col.George Rogers Clark was sent to capture Ksgkaskia
and Vincennes in 1779,he followed this old trall because 1t fol-
lowed mostly on high ground and svoided the branches and rivers




where they were deepest and most treacherous.

Archer Hubert,who studied BOWMAN'S JOURNAL concludes that on

"eighth day or February 1779 enroute from Kaskaskia to Vincennes,
Clark and his men were out of Randolph County,through the north-
west corner of Perry County and finglly gained the prairie south
of Oakdale,Washington County,at which point Elkhorn Creek was
crossed at the famous 'ileadow-in-the-Hole'of o0lé French days.
This region was also known as Corne-de-Cerf,Elkhorn Prairie,Elk-
horn Point,and Ayerd Point. Prairie,forest,and bottom land were
not far apart here. The 'lMe~dow-in-the- Hole' was singular 1it-
tle meadow,fifty or sixty yards wide,located on a dry branch’of

the Elkhorn and thirty feet lower than the surrounding forests
at what 1s now OJgkdale,"1

No doubt all the early settlers mentioned later,came along
this trail. Since ifir. Ayers was situated on two tralls,he carried
on a trading post as well as farming. Seemingly he prospered for
soon he bullt for himself a finer nouse and used the original log-
cabin as a trading post where travelers were fed and lodged.

The St. Louls Trall was often used by people hauling produce
or provisions to and from St, Louls. Elkton also was well situat-~
ed for growth in the esrly days. It lay along the St. Louls- Shaw-
neetown Trail,about half way between two port towns. Farmers who
drove their cattle to the St.Louls market, found it necessary to
slop over night to feed asnd rest their cattle. Pens and shelters
were bullt to care for the cattle and the farmers found food and
lodging in the hotel kept by Henry Schaefer. I found in an old
'Scrap Book' kept by Mr. John Piper that iir. Scheefer was the
first person to drive acroass the Fayetteville Bridge when it re-
wlacad the Ferry.(This was from » paper issued June 6,1883,)

The following items tsken from various parts of the HISTORY
OF WASHINGTON COUNTY,ILLINOIS by Brink,icDonough & Co.1879.

(I find that 1t depends on which part of the book you read Just
when things happened.) :

As already stated William Rountree,Sr. after losing part of
his family and much of his cattle in Clinton County,started back

to Kentucky,but because of family sickness was forced to remain
in Elkton,settled there in 1818.

"Rev. David@ Wells and ﬁilliam Rountree were ministers of the
Baptlet falth and they preached to the settlers previous to 1820.
At that time an organization was formed at the Rountree's".p.18

"A post office was established by Thomas Hird in 1850 at ayers
Point ,now Oakﬂale.The first postmaster of Elkhorn Post Jffice wss
Isaac Perlie.

1. Archer,Hubert,HISTORIC HIGHWAYS OF AMERICA,VOL.8 MILITARY
ROADS OF THE MIS3ISSIPPI VALLEY,THE CONGQUEST OF THE NORTH WEST




“"In May 1830,Archibald and John Hood,James and Thomas McClurkin
and James Kirkpstrick from South Carolina settled in the precinct.
They located 1n -and around Ayers Point. In 1833 they were follow-
ed by John and David ileClurkin and John Donnelly. They were fol-
lowed 1in after years by several famllies of the same faith.

"The first church built in the precinct was on Sec. 21 in 1835.
by the Covenanters,snd was the first brick church in the county.
Near this church was located the first cemetery,and the first -
burlal in the cemetery was that of a child of A.MeClurkin."

A school house was built on the farm of John Hood,Sec.28,about

1834 or 35. It was a small log buillding,snd J.J.McClurkin was the
firet teacher.

MThe first steam-mill was put up by James and A.MeClurkin
about the year 1836. It was a flouring end saw-mill. It burned
down in 1842,snd was not rebuilt. The first plows and iron molad-
boards used in the precinct were made of the old boiler end iron
from this mill by #illiam .iorrison and ¥illiam Ardrey."

Of Elkton,the history reports:
"The first mill was owned@ by Greenville Rountree,which was

a saw and grist mill combined,and was on the Elkhorn Creek and
operated by water power,” - :

"The first blacksmith was Linville Rountree,"

"The first school house was located where Elkton now is,about
two years before Elkton was lald out,and George Talbot was the
first teacher." ]

"The first store was opened and carrled on in the residence
. of William Rountree by H.H.Talbot in 1835."

"Elkton was 1laild out by Henry H,Talbot and James Steel,Jr.,
in 1837 on Sec.5=-Township 3 Range 4 ‘iear. There are now three . -
general stores, kept by J.Blum,August Fisher,and Henry Dunkhorst.
The latter 1s also postmaster. There ls one harness shop,two black-
smith shops,a hotel kept by Henry Schaefer,

The physicians are Dr. R.E.Vernor and Dr. S.F.VWehr.

There sre two churches,the Lutheran and Union Church."

YELKTON LODGE NO. 453 I.0.0.F.

was organized on the 10th dam of October 1871. The charter mem=-
bers were: M.Fox,R.B.Klane,H.F.Dahncke,denry Bollmeler,E.Hulseman,
gand H.Hahne. The hall waa bullt in 1873,and 1s owne& by the lodge.
The present officers are:David Luke,N.G.; John i#iller,V.G.l George
Hendricks,R.5ec.; Aug.Figher,F.Sec.;Trustees:Dr, S.F.Wehr,L. Hzn
sotte,A.S.Muller,JTyLaney and Willism Laney."




About Oakdale,the history said:

"This town is located on Section 14,Twp.3,Range 4. It was
1l21d out in 1867 by Uavid iieClay,James B.icClurkin, John dcifee,
and S5.D.McClurkin under the name of James lcClurkin % Company.
The comnany owned a store and cerried on merchasndising for one
Year in the old Ayers building. In the latter part of 1867,3teel
and McClelish opened a general store. Tney were followed in 1868
by Gormley & Co.,and a drug store by J.R.llorrison & Co."

(Ray Xirkpatrick tells us that Gormely & Co. bought out the
McCleish Store and that Ardrey bougnt out Gormley some tige be-
fore 1877 when we find that ;ir. R.G.Ardrey owned the store and
Was operating the post office which had been reopened. )

"Tgere are also two blacksmith and wegon shops,snd one shoe
maker . )

"The physiclans are Dr. A.D.Leavens, Dr. J.R.Keady and Dr.
Arnett."

"In 1867, James McAfee & Co. built a brick flouring mill,sand
1t 18 now overated by J.Surns and R.Guthrie. The mill does a lar-
ge custom business,"

"There are two churches in the place. The first was built in
1867 by the Covenanters. The second was bullt in 1878 by the
United Presbyterian Congregation."

With these facts from THE HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUKTY, from
cliopings carefully kept in old "dcrap 3ooks",from family history
and traditions as well as articles written by former resid-nts
and published in either nashville or Coulterville papers,from
Abstract of Tltles,from interviews with present or former regi-
dents of the Oakdale Towvnsghin, we have attempted to assemble a
short history of our township.

We have had access to Scrap books kept by lirs. Rebecca Hood,
Mrs. Robert Smith, ifrs. Thomas “cLeen,iirs, Anna Boyd, The Iurray
Family, Mr. John Piper and Book of Genealoglical Research kept by
members of the Will Auld Family.iie have also had access to a Re-
gearch Paper by iirs. Nelda Robb.We have been glven access to old
school records and fiashungton County Blue Books by Mr. Kennetn
Frieman,Co. 3upt. of Schosla,also by lir. Thomas Dahncke,?rincipal
of Oakdale School. lirs., Molly Xinyon Rezba and her husband Charles
have been heloful in furnishing egrly Elkton history as well as
Information about the cemetery.Stuart Carson also helped us locate
the !McLean School and gave other information about the cemetery.
Mrs. Dalton Rohde,Sr. and her dsughter Elizabeth gave us valuable
information about the Elkton Churches. Lawrence Hood had a wealth
of material which he had been accumulating by research and inter-
views over the past ten years. iirs. Harold Auld also furnished
information about various organizations in‘the community.

de wish to glve a sampling of life as it was lived,to show
gome of the hardshivs,with some of the good tlmes these people
had. Assembled and typed by Claudine Coulter.

Sae Y T T




POST-RIDERS

From a Regearch Papér prepared by Urs. Nelds Robb on the
Oakdale Community,we have this information of early days:

"An early developnent which was established during the perilogd
of territorial government in Illinois,dated by Bogwgess from 1805-
1818,was a kind of "pony express“mail system similar in many re-
spects to the celebrated one across the illssisslppi in the "Old
West". In the beginning the post rider traveled the well known
trails and left mall,if there was any,at certain designated spots,
such as hollow trees or rocky crevices along the way. In viashing-
ton County tnere were no rocxy out-cropoings to speak of and hole-
low trees were not always convenient. Trus,1t became the practice
of the settlers,possibly on ggreement with proper autnorities in
Kaskaskia,to establish a regular pvlace for such mail deposit. If
there was no convenient tree,one was cut and set into the ground
a8 a post,and s hole was hollowsd out about the right helght for
a man on horseback to reach.Into this hollow the "Post rider'as
he became known nlaced an earthen Jug or leather pouch containing
any mall for any pioneer that lived in the arez of the post. ihe
seéttlers came at thelr convenience snd looked through the mail,
seeklng sny that might be for them. If there was a newspaper of
any kind which probably came from the East,at least in the earli-
estpost period,it was read and carefully folded and replaced in
the pouch for the next visitor to the post to learn the news.

iirs. Lavina Anderson Sterrett who "writes of the Oskdale of
her early life,states:"In soutnern washington County,Illinoils,’
there were posts at Lively Grove,Elkton,Ayers Point, ilud Creek,
Pilot Enob and Three i#1le...early settlers received mall as soon
a8 possible,by these faithful vost riders,who braved many hard-
ships in order to fulfill their obligations to their government
and to itas people."”

Mra. Sterrett also gives some explanation for some of the
movement of pioneers into the vicinity of Oakdale.

"Among the earliest settlers in the lmmedlate vicinity of
Oskiale were many Scotch Irish who migrated from South Carolina.
Probably chief smong the reasons for migrating from South Caroli-
na was the increasse of slavery,with the resulting change in in-
dustrial and soclal conditiong. These changes meant that in order
to survive and prosper it was necessary to change from the smell
family farm to the large plantation type farm and soclety. Peopnle
of the stricter P resbyterisn faith could not change without the
necessity of owning slaves and in 1829 the church demanded of »all
her members: that they free their slaves if they owned any. There
was also another motive prompting migration. Not all Scotch Irish
had prospered and they felt some disgrace because of their pover-
ly when they compared themselves with their nelghbors. Here then
Was an opoortunity for them to sell their holdings to the land
hungry onlanter for a good price and move with others to Illinois
where land could be purchased in smaller acreages at a most rea-
gonable price, -




The Act(that of April 24,1820)provided that after July 1,
1820,n0 credit whatever should be given to the purchasers of pub-
lic lands;that land might be sold in elther sections,half-gec-
tiong,quarter-gections,or eighth-sections;that the minimum price
should be reduced from two dollars to one dollsr and twenty-five
cents per acre;and that reverted lands should be offered at auc-
tion before being offered at private sale, 1

In 1817 the Rev. Samuel Wylie,s graduate of the University
of Pennsylvania and of the Philadelohia Serrinary and a licensed
minister in the Reformed Presbyterian Church came west to inves-
tigate the possibility of finding a desirable place for members
of his falth to settle in slave free territory. All summer he
toured Southern illinois,on up to St. Louis from Kaskagkisa,then
through Southern Missouri.and back through Southern Illinois in
the fall,to Kentucky snd Tennessee where there were gettlements
of Covanenters and thence back to Chester County in South Car-
olina. He anparently took back a favorable report because short-
ly after this migration to Illinois through Tennessee incressed
rapldly and Rev. Wylle was sent to Southern Illinois to minister
to his people there. :

I{hese people in South Carolina understood that Edward Cole,
the second governor of Illinois had put down all forces which
had attempted to amend the stazte's new constitution so that sla-
very might be legal..dr. Cole was a well educated man, a Virgin-
lan,a former secretary to P resident Madison gnd a man who could
not respect himself until he had freed his owWn slaves,

These early ssttlers mizrated from South Carolina in groups
ofthe same family or of friends or relatives. At one time there
were two groups of these gettlers started to Illinois about the
same time. Zach wanted to get to Illinois first to get the pick
of the land. The wagon train in which two Hood families traveled
rested and@ probably held services among themselves on the Sabbath.
The other train traveled every dey during t he week. It got to
be a sort of game. iihile the Sabbath keeping group camped the
other group passed them,but later in the we=k the train the Hoods
traveled with overtook and passed the competing group., This hap-
pened week after week but each time the Sabbath keeping group
passed the other train earlier in the week until no traln passed
them on their day of rest and they won by gaining Illinois first.

1. Arthur C.Bogess,THE SETTLEENT OF ILLINOIS,1778-1830,
Chicago Historical 3oclety 's Collectlion,Vol.V Caicago 1908 p.136




Of these two wagon trains,most familliesgs settled around
Sparts,Eden,Coulterville or ilarissa.3ut five famliies pres-
ged further on.These were Archibald Hood,and hls wife and
¢child,his widowed brother John and two chlldren,the James iic-
Clurkin family,the Thomas lMcClurkin family and the Jzmes Kirk-
patrick family. These people arrived on the west edge of EKlkhorn
Prelrie jJust a few miles from Ayers Polnt and made their flnal
camp in llay 1830 after gix weeks journey from South Carolina.
Here they decided to make their new homes close to the Kaskaskia-
Vincennes Trail.In 1832 they were followed by the John snd David
McClurkin and John Donnelly familles. As thelr customhad long
been they banded into g praying society which met in their homes
ag they read their Bibles snd sang nsalms. The Rev. Samuel wylile
who now lived where Eden is today,found time to go among these
people to lead them in thelr worship and to encourage them.

This migration continued to Illinois and to Washington County
particularly around Ayers Polnt settlement thnroughout the eighteen
thirties and into the forties, These early settlers first built
log cabins,quicky constructed from the readily available logs,
in which they could also hold worship services until they could
build a church,then they soon built a log school house. The first
school in the Oakdale area was built on the farm of John Hood in
Section 28,about 1834 or 1835,

Lavina Anderson Sterrett contfibuted the following in the
Kaghville Journal some years ago concerning Ayers Point,

"Thrifty Germans came filtering from Chicago and St. Louls.
East of Ayers Point land was settled by Carsons,ifcClays, licCloys,
Torrens, Bealls,Luneys, Boyds, Balleys and others. Billy Auld
chose filot Xnob for his first location.

Southward were VWyliesg, idcClurkins ,Adams, Klenes, Swanwicks
and Edgsrs. Vieatward were the XKemps,Ramsey, 3eattys, foods, dib- -
bards,McAfees,Pivers,etc, James Auld found a hill that sulted him
where he stayed to raise his family. :dis brother 31llly,left 2llot
Knob and moved to join farrs wlth James.,

James snd John iicAfee found the clay made fine brick so they
bullt brick housea for themselves and for the Elkhorn Covenanter
Church.They also made trick for use in many bulldings in the Elk-
ton village.'

"sfter the war some srmy pals startsd a store near Ayers Polnt

They were:David iylle,Archibald iood,Thomas P.Anderson and David
McClurkin. They nicknamed their place Stag Town. wWhen they went
West ,lir. Steele and ir. ifcClelsh had stores. Later ir. Steele
gstarted a store in Evans, Coloresdo. James Torrens went thereto
clerk for him.




PRAIRIE FIRES

The following was copled from the HISTORY OF WASHINGTON CO.
printed in 1879. Brink,iicConougn % Co. p.18

"A pecullar charactsristic of the early settlers all over
Southern Illinols as well as %ashington County was to settle in
or near timber. One very obvious rezson for this was that the
country and especlally the prairies at that time were so badly
infested with tne "greenhead fly" that it wse impoasible for stock
at gsome seasons of the yesr,to llve at any distance from the
shade. Instances of the death of horses,from the annoyance cf
these pest,are by no means rare,

Another consideration,was to get out of reach of the prairile
fireg,that were of common occurence in the autumn. ihe pralries
were covered with tall pampas or prairie grass, often of suffic-
ient height to completely hide from view horses and cows. ‘hen
the grass became dry,in the fall of the year,and by accident got
fired,the devouring zlement swept everytning before it. The prai-
rie fire,when the wind is blowing a gale presents a scene pecul-
iarly fascinating,and terriffically sublinme.

In the month of November 1838,George iicNair and Robert Kelso,
two farmers r=siding about elght mileg south~west of Nashville,
came to ilashville to the mill in a wagon made of wood alone,drawn
by oxen. On thelr way home that evening they traveled by the
Sparta Road,either side of which was skirted by a presirie covered
by tall oreirie grass,very thick upon the ground. They drove along
chatting gally,totally unconscious of ‘the tsrrible danger that
threatened them,and that was fast closling in upon them. Hearing
‘an unugual nolse,they turned in the dlrection from which it came,
and behold what appeared to be a vast ocean of fire,whogse red
billowg,were lesping high in the heavens,sweeping irreslistibly
onward in 1ts course,

deNair,aho wag 8 natlve of the Emerald Isle,with that poetilc
nature pecullar to his natlonality,stood for a few moments gaz-
ing admiringly wrapoed with sstonlshment and awe at the grandeur
and sublimlity of t he scene,but he was soon brought to a consclous-
negs of the danger that threatened him and his companion,. Hls
firat impulse was to run to a creek about half a mile distant,
whither he gtarted,with a swiftness urged on by the hope of life,
or fear of death,He had proceeded but about one hundred yards
when the fire overtook him. He had a& heavy wool hat and woolen
clothing. He pnulled the hat over his eyes,and attempted to run
throught the fire. He said that he did not know where to run to.
His hat nrotected his face and eyes,but his hands were 80 badly
burned that he could not feed himself for several weeks., It left
ites traces on him by drawing his hands out of shape,leaving ugly
scars,

Kelso ovrotected himself by the wagon,and escaped any danger-
ous injuries.”

Note on the ablove story by Lawrence Hood:George lclair
lived about z mile north-east of Ozkdsle on what was later
¥nown se the Coulter Tzarm and Robert Kelso lived on the farm
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known as the John V1gely farm besice the railroazd lske., Robert
Kelso entered the SW NW Z NW SvW Sec.7 T.3 S=- R.3 . on Oct.lO,
1%37.This ‘1and was neld in the ¥elso family untll about 1508.
George lieNair entered NV NE Sec. 13,T.3 S.-R.4 . on iay 16,1838.
In July 4,18%40 he entered K& Ni Sec.l3 T.3 S.-[.4 W.de sold to
his son bYavid in February 1862.It was sold to 3.L.Coulter 3ept.6,
1870.It 13 s3till neld by the Coulter family.

Thege men are bturied in the north-west corner of the Ozkdsle
Cemetery about 20 feet apart.3eorge iclair died July 30,1862 and
Robert Xelso died farch 1872 at the age of 72 years. :

WASHINGTON COUNTY MEN IN THE BLACK-HAWK WAR

The Washington County History by Brink,relates that a group
of 50 men from dasnington County fought in the Black-rawk ¥War of
1832, Among, these were Lawrence Hood's Great-graend-fatnér,Jonn
Hood and John Wood of Cakdale, Lorenzo D.Livesay,Smauel X.inder-
gon and Robert 3urns of Nashville and K.G.Faulkner of Irvington.

They were all mountad,each man furnlshing his own horse,gun,
ammunition,clothing,etc.and their provisions until they arrlived
at Beardstown,Ill.,the place of rendezvous,where they Jjoined the
Brigsde commanded by the gallant Ueneral Henry .

John D.Wood was elected Urderly Sergent,subsequently oproin-
ted Adjutant and afterwsards elected Uajor of the Regiment.

CHOLERA =SPOTTKD FEVER

As far as I can find out there was only one deatih from cholera
in the Oakdale community. She was !Mra. Hllzabeth licClelland,wlfe
of James dcClelland. They had returned from a trip to St. Louls
the day before she dled,which was on August 28,1852, She was 41
years old.

der husbsand had to bury her himself. Neighbors would bring
pots of coffee to the lane but all were afrald of the cholera.
Bealdes her husband she left two daughtere, .Jartha sge 1l years
and Elizabeth age 9 years. .artha later married Robert Smitheone
of the early blacxsmiths of Yakcésle. blizabeth married Zugene
Wilgen,who was killed ¥heh"the Jakzdale ifill blew up on August
21,1883,

At the time of lirs. McClelland 's death,the fsmily lived on
what was later known as the Hy. Lubberstadt farm.located about
one half mile southeast of t he Uakdale Cemetery. Stuart Carson
now owns the farm. .

The plasue also struck hard in Elkton and was called Spotted
Fever. Rhods Rountree died nere on April %,1862 leaving a small
baby. In later years Paillip Reuter losi five children,two dylng
in one day. A gon,3ustav,gurvived but was stricken with blindness.
The mother was thought to be dead and wasg belng prepared for bur-
181 when a faint nulse was notiged. She recovered and lived to
care for her blinded baby and four other cnildren were born to
this eouple,renry,¥alter, Waltena and Edward.

¥pg. Reuter 1lived about forty yesrs after thls slckness,
death came in 1915.
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SLAVERY IN_WQSSINGTON COUNTY

In the census of 1820 of VWashington County thnere were 1,484
inhabitsnts;26 of these being slaves. In 1830 there were 1,639
with 13 slaves held by oxners,

In 1824 when the national election resulted in the cholce of
John Quiney Adams as the alxth President of the United 5States,
the thirty counties of Illinois decided against Illinols becom-
ing s slave state.

In the vVashlngton County vote at that time which included
what 1s now Clinton County 28% votes were cast--112 being for
slavery and 173 against. This showed that the people were not
all of one mind on the slavery question. 1 don't know what the
vote in Bakdale Township waslit was called Elkton 2recinct then)
but we do know that there were some people in Oakdale Townsnlp
who favored slavery.

The story is told that there wos a small group who lived
around ©lkton who favored slavery very strongly. .iost of t he peo-
ple that 1lived around Oaxdale and the soutnern part of the town-
ship were opopogsed to slavery. It i1s sald that on several occasions
when people of that part of t he townshipn went to Elkton to trade,
since Elkton was larger then than Ogzkdale or Ayers Point as 1t
wag called then,this group wasa often run out of town and threan-
ened with bodily harm by a few of the pro-slavery people in zlkton

Sometime before the Civil VWar, Robert Smitn who ran a blsck-
smith shop in Sec.28 along the road between Oakdale and Coulter-
ville(on land that 1s now Ray Kohring farm) was working in his
gshop one day. -de noticed a small group of men on horse back com-
ing from the north,and he thought it might mean trouble., rle put
the end of an iron rod into the forge and got it red hot. vhen
these men got to the shop and came inslde,he knew tney were the
groun that favored slavery. They began to threaten him. hen
some of them moved in too close to him,he pulled the red hot
rod out of the forge and started toward them. Llhey soon got out
of the shop and rode away. Robert Smith,who believed in "keeping
the Sabbath" as s day of rect often told that the only day he
ever worked in his shop on the Sabbath was shoeing horses the
day before Rev. Todd and his company left for the war. Later he
voluntesred as a Union soldier but the war was ended before they
got beyond Coulterville,

I do not mean to say that many of the people who lived around
Elkton were people of this type. lost of them were good cltizens
and higtory shows that some of our early officials of the county
came from Elkton and worked hard to make thls county a better
place to live,

The HISTORY OF 1879 also relsted that Elkton's first set-
tler,%1lliam Rountree,Sr., had freed twenty six slaves in Ken-
tucky before coming to Illinois.
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THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

The following 1s based on an interview with krs. Emily Steel
MeClurkin who died on Jan.3,1912. The interview was published in
the NASHVILLE JOURNAL,pressrved by the Hood family. Another sou-
rce was GENEALOGIES AND HISTORICAL NARRATIVES OF RANDOLPH AND
WASHINGTON COUNTIES by !rs. Ada Auld Torrens. '

The phrase came into existence with the flerce discusslon
that preceded the vivil «ar,and passed out of exlstence with
the war.

Slaves,who escaped or were freed,wsere helped on the way to
Csnada,as there were none of our states then,to which the "Fug-
itive Slave Law"would not apply. The slave was not safely free
until he stood on British soil. 3o slaves were alded in the at-
tempt to escape by the "Free Soil" people of the North.

This aid consisted in concealing them during the day,and
then taking them to another house,still nearer “anada,during the
night. Yere they were hidden through another day,and so on,till
they were over the border. As thils was all done during darkness
the process was likened to a railroad,that was underground, and
whoae"Rolling Stock",freight and passenger list was never seen.
Time table was irregular znd fluctuatlng.

Several homes sbout Oakdale were atations in the underground
railroad. The Rev. Todd who resided on the hill west of town
where Harold 2uld lives,frequently uced his home as a hiding place.
On one narticular occasion he was sheltering slaves in the up-
gtalr room when the southerners hot on the trall stopped to talk
with him. Perchance the slaves in theilr fear and excltement look=-
_ed down into the yard and were spotted by the southern men. wnen
they sstarted to enter the house to get the slaves,the Rev.Todd
quickly produced 2 pisgtol and stepped between them and the door
saying coldly,something to the effect that 1f they entered, it
would be over his dead body. Since the Rev. Todd's reputatlion as
an sbloitionist was well known over the area,the gentlemen laft
without those slaves.

Several homes tnroughout Southern Illinois whose residents
were of the Reformed or Associate Reformed Presbyterlan falth
aided in the work of the Underground Railway. There were known
stations in the vicinity of Eden, Cutler,and Sparta as well as at
Oakdale and Richview.

A Mr. Evans from Sparta scems to have often brought loads
of slaves from hig house to the house commonly known as the John
B.Carson farm,now owned by Ray Francls. The children were used
as messengers to carry food to the fugitlives which were usually
hidden in the barn. If the slave hunters were deemed too close
they were secreted into the woods and hidden along the creek.
The farm adjoining the home of Rev. Todd,now owned by irs. iard
Auld,as well as the old brick home of John Hood,now owned by
Ray Kohrlng were also hlding places.

Cyrus !McClurkin and John J.Torrens usually drove the slaves
to the next station north. The slaves were hidden in wagons con-
gtructed with double bsds,the upner one loaded with wnat appeared
to be sacks of wheat. :
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COVENANTER SOLDIERS'RECORD OF OAKDALE,ILL.

The following was found in a SCRAP BOOK kent by lir. John Piper
and nublished in the COVENANTER WITNESS. The list of names which
follows the article was compiled by ¥r. John Boyd and ilr. Piper
in the spring of 1909. The article also states that Elder James
Horrison,who had been hovering on the brink of the grave for
some weeKsg,expressed his interest in the Young People of Liew
Concord,Ohio publishing the list of Covenanter veterans.ir. Lor-
rison dled April 24,1909.

"Covenanters in Southern Illinois felt the heat of t he Anti-
Slavery conflict more perhaps than in any other section of the
Church. Being so near two slave gtates, ifissouri on one side,and
Xentucky on the other,many Covenanters became conductors on the
Underground Railroad,and their cellars and barns became the de-
pots and walting rooms for the fugitive slaves from both states.
In those days many a Covenanter in the darkness of night started
out from the vicinity of our old church on £lkhorn Prairie,with
his covered wagon loaded to the guards with fleeing slaves,with
the North Star as his guide,he would land nis passengers tefore
dayllight in the friendly cellar of some other "Black Abolition=-
ist"near Hoyleton or Richvliew., The first settlers of t his part
of Tllinois were mostly Covenanters,who were driven from the
South btecause of their hatred of slavery;and an opposite elem-
ent from Kentucky and Tennessee,who,like the "Border Ruffians"
of Kansas,were determined to mske Illinois a slave state. For.
manﬂyears before the war,thare was bitter contention between
these two elements,and the Covenanters were subjected to much per-
secution. was it strange,then,when the war came,that the gons of
liberty lovinz ploneers felt impelled to enter the army,that they
might improve the opnortunity to strike down slavery?We believe
thet no Covenanter congregation can furnish as large a list of
goldlers in the Civil war as Ozkdale. The pastor,Rev. A.C,Toda,
went as captaln of a company composed largely of young men of
hig congregation. +hey often speak of the scene at the old.church,
when Captain Todd and his company were leaving for the battle-
fileld. There were few eyes not suffused with tears,as they made
the grove resound with the melody of the grand old battle Psalm,
sang to the tune of "Cowper;"

Jehovah hear thee in the day
When trouble He doth send;

And let the name of Jacob's God
Thee from all 111 defend."

They varted that day from many who never returned alive,but
most of their bodles were sent home,and now sleep in the old
church yard,"




14

The following 1ls our Roll of Honor:

Rev. A.C.Todd,Cantain Co.F,10th #lo.
D.W.MeClurkin,Captain Col.F,10th lo.
Alexander Caldwell,!.D.,First Sergent Co.F,10th !o.
Elder Andrew T.Kennedy,Sergent Co.F,1l0th lo.iounded and taken p
prisoner at Jackson,iiss.lMay 14,1864,
Flder John Boyd,Sergent Co.F.,10th ilo. Wounded and taken prls-
_ oner at Jackson,.lss.,ilay 14,1864.
John J.Torrens,Sergent Co. F.,10th iio.
Archibald Hood,Sergent Co.F.,l1Cth iio.
Thomas Luney,Corporal Co.F.,10th !io.
s.P .,Willlamson,Co.F.,1Cth Lo,
Thomas McClurklin,Corporal Co.F.,10th Ho.
Thomas leichen, Corporal Co.F.,l0th lio.
Barney Donohue,Drummer,Co.F.,10th lio.
Samuel Xeady, Co.F.,L0th lfo.
Mogses Keady, Co.F.,l0th o,
John Luney,Co.F.,10th li0.,%ounded at Champlon Hills,Miss.,5/23/'63
Samuel McCloy, Co.F.,10th llo.
Rev. D.G.Thonpson, Ohio Volunteers
C.F.S8.McClurkin, Co.F.,10th o,
John Mclean,Co.F.,10th Mo,
William Miller,CO.F. ’10th o
willlam :i¢cCair,Co.F.,10th Mo.
J.R.McClurkin,Co.¥F,.,10th Lo.
J.C.MeClurkin,Co.F.,10th Mo,
James Rainey,Co.F.,10th fo.
James N .Ramsey,Co.F.,l0th lio.
Alexander H.Sloane,Co.F.,10th Mo.
Captain John C.Kennedy,Co0.G.,13th Ill, Cavalry
Samuel G.Williamson,Co.F.,1Cth Lo,
Deascon Robert Luney,Co.G.,13th Ill. Cavalry
Deacon James M.Torrens,Co.I.,80th Ill.,wounded at Perryville,10/9/8f
Jameg H.Hunter, Co,.F.,80th Ill,.
Elder James R.Morrison,Co.F.,80th Ill.
pndrew Cook,Co.F.,80th Iil.
Elder David Duguid,Co.K.,129th Ind.
Charles icElhinney,Co.D.,48th Ill,
Thomas G.Mclean,Co.Il.,30th Ill. '
Descon John Piper,Co.B,,111th Ill.,wounded at Kenesaw Mt.,6/27/64
James H.Sloane,Co.B.,136th Ill,. (taken prisoner.
Robert Kelso,Co.I.,80th Ill.
Jamesg Kelso,Co.G.,13th I1l. Cavalry
John Montgomery,Co.F.,10th llo.
Robert icElhinney,Co.G.,13th Il1l. Cavalry
James Dermond,Co.G.,13th Ill.Cavalry
D.W.Wylie,Ohio Volunteers
J.W.,Nylie,Chio Volunteers
John Danaldson,Co.F.,10th ifo.
Andrew HcClurkin,Co.G.,l46th Ill, '
Rev. John Hood, Capt.Co.F.,80th Ill.,taken prisoner at Rome,Ga.snd
confined to Libby until the war elos
Kennedy Hood,Capt.of a NewYork Regiment
James E.Sharp, Co.F.,10th lio.
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A BROTHER'S TRIBUTE

The following is part of a letter written by Gen.John Ken-
nedy of Denver to Editor James Flannigan of Fort llorgan,Colors-
do,Herald.

The parties are well known in this community having been
raised in the vicinity of Elkton and Jasxdasle. The war record of
Andrew Kennedy will be especlally interesting to many readers.

“I have returned from Illinois where I attended the funeral
of my brother Andrew"., He died Dec.3,1897.

“Ags you no doubt remember Andrew was bsdly wounded at the
battle of Jackson,iliss.,he was captured in the hospital two days
after the battle and taken to Libby Prison where he lay for two
months,with the ball still in his foot,ne got gangrene in it
while in the »nrison,but was exchanged in a very pecullar way,
or throush a strange incident;the morning after an artery had
broken and left him very weak,he was placed on & cot in the cor-
ridor,about that time a quantity of prisoners were forming in
line for the purpose of answering to thei® names and belng ex-
changed,a young boy stood opposite brother Andrew and he noticed
him looking at him,finally he reached in his pocket and took out
an envelope and across the corner he wrote nis name,then he step-
ped over to the cot and told Andrew,when that name is called
you snswer"here'he did not say enything more but turned and
walked into the renks and finslly into the prison. Brother under-
stood what 1t meant and when the mname was called he summoned all
nmis strength and answered "here' as loud as he could speak it,
his comrades at once took up the cot and carried 1t to the cdoor
and then one of them took him on nis back and carried him down
to the landing,the excitement incident to gettlng among frlends
and the sight of the stars snd stripes,which he had not seen for
months together with his great weakness,caused him to loose tne
1ittle piece of paper that bore the name of his comrade,who as
1t apveared afterward gave his 1ife in order that Andrew's might
be saved. For many years brother maded diligent search for this
noble hero,but all to no avail,"

"This wound in brotaer Andrew's foot never healed,more than
thirty-five pleces of bone were taken out from time to time,as
s consequence he wag always thereafter a subject of weakness and
attacks of disease.”

"We buried him in the old church yard,beside his first wife.
There were about five nundred persons at the funersal,many from
surrounding towns....#3 we went by the place where the little
brick school house stood and at the old church ysrd I could not
help remembering the times of our early boyhood when the singlng
society of Professor iWesley Huntling end the debating soclety
used to meet in the church and the school house,there is much -
there to recall old times,... «o. "
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THE UNION LEAGUXZ OF LOYAL auisll OF AskRICA

The Unlon League of Loyal ¥%omen of America was an organlzetlion
with headquarters in uUpser Alton,Illinols, Thelr purpose wzs to
provide bandages,lint,éried frults and vegetables,2nd money for
such things as stamps and letter paper to the hospital for use
of the sick and wounded soldiers.

Miss Gaill Hoyle has the Secretary's sook of the League. The
minutes begin:

“The Hev.Mr. @Willoughby with hils wife and iliss Kenedy met
at urs. lhaxton's today(June 14,1864) to organize a Ladles League
- -~- ~-"the league was known as the Pllot knob uUnlon Ladles
League No. 37C.

The names listed as members on the first day were ag follows:

President Jane McClelland

Vice ~Pres. Sarah E.Smith

Secretary Adelline Bagss

1reasurer Delilah Thaxton

nHerald Adah Maxwell

Chaplain Jemima HMoore

Hembers: Bary iicMunn Lgry Kirby
Sarah Cox idartha A.Smith

Elizabeth MceClelland ‘i.G.lMarcy

. Later members wera:

Annie laxwell Sarah Guthrie
Rebecca Ewing Evelen Rowland
Hariet Perkins Elixzabeth ioore
Caroline :ioore Amanda uicKlboen

In the book wag & letter written by B.H.Mills from Upper
Alton,in which he told that they now had 412 sick and wounded
aoldiers at Camp Butler.His son who was Hospltal 3téward had
written that they were badly in need of vegetables.lle reguested
them to send a few barrels of onions,potztoes,et:..

It seemed that the league met twice a month all sumuer and
fall. They collected dues and fines for fallure to attend the
meetings rezularly. -

The last meeting recorded was Nov.l18,1864. I% seemed they
were getting ready to nave James licClelland deliver some socks,
dried avnles,potatoes,onions,camed frult,dried herbs and pspers.
They had sent & 12,50 to the Christiesn Commission in St. Louls.
They planned not to meet agaln belore spring.

It seemed that ir, Robert G.Carrick wae a patlient at the
hospitil.People hed been asiing him 1f thne soldiers got things
sent for their use. Apparently he was on board a ship being moved
to Upper Alton. de tells that while they were gt the wharf a San-
jtary Commissioner came by,telling them that anyone wishing to
write a letter,might go up to his room and write as many letters
as they liked, He szld that at present there were 20 people there
writing letters.

tr, Carrick wans in Co.I 49th Illinoils.




17

FROM "NASHVILLE JOURNAL",May 31,1867

“Last week a man named J.Meyer in the employ of Robert Hood
near Elkton,took wheat to the Fayetteville mill to dispose of it
for his employer.He also took witn him,for Robert YeClurkin,an
order to draw money for wheazt previously sold. when lleyer got to
Fayettevlille he got the cash for liood's wheat and MeClurkin's
order; $583,00 in all,left the team att he stopping place and de-
camped for parts unknown.leyer ig a young man about 5 feet 10 in-
ches high,light halr snd whiskers,and has a finger off one of his

hands. He bore a good revutation before thls and had bee in the
neighborhood about a year."

Lawrence Hood gives the following note about the above clip-
ping. ‘
Inl964 I went to Nashville to see vValter Snyder about some
0ld Oakdale history. He taslked about a hired hand of Robert Hood's
taking a load of wheat to Fayetteville. I told nim about the clip=-
ping from the 0ld Nashville Journal. When I got through he said,

"Do you know the rest of 1t?"I said that I didn't any one now
living who knew anything about it,

WalterSnyder grew up in Oakdale,leaving about 1911. He sald
that he remembered his father,vYohn Snyder,telling him the story
geveral times when he was a boy.

He sald that ifeyer was known to the peovple of Fayetteville
becsuse he had been there several times with loads of wheat.

The last any of them saw of him was that night as he was in a
saloon drinking with two other fellows that were not known in
Fayetteville. In the morning all three had disappeared,

A few years later a farmer that lived at the edge of Fayette-
ville decided to clean out his vpond and as they were digzing the
dirt out of the bottom of the pond they uncovered a skeleton.

They very carefully uncovered it and found it had large rocks
tled to it with wires. It was about 5 feet 10 inches long and
had a Tinger off one hand. Tney were sure that 1t was the skel-
eton of leyer,

They thought thst Myer had drunk too much and had either
talked too much or had shown the other two f=llows the money he
had., ‘they probably decided to murder him and take the money,then
weighted the body and threw it into the pond.

Robert tHood was my grandfather and lived at that time where
I live now. Jalter 3Snyder die” abhout one year after he told me
this story at the age of 80 years.

INDIAN MOUND IN OiKLALE TOwiSHIP
The largest Indian mound in Washlington County 1s located
on the south end of Willliam Kennedy's farm in Section 30-3-4
Qakdale Township in Mud Creeix bottom about 150 yards south.of
the creek, This mound is about 25 feet high,135 feet long and
115 feet wide at its ,base. There are trees growing on top of
this mound that are 12 to 18 inches in diameter.
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; WELLS,FARGO & CO. IN OCAKDALE TOWNSHIP
: by L.Hood

The following is taken from THE WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA:

"Fargo,Wm.Geo.(1818~1881 )pioneer American Express owner,born

in P ompey,N.Y. After working as a grocery clerk,frelight agent,
express messenger,and resident agent in Buffalo he became a par-
tner with Henry wells in Wells and Co. The first express company
to operate between Buffalo and western polnts.

The company merged in 1850 with two others to form the Amer-
ican Express Co.of which Wells was president and Fargo was secCs
retary. In 1852 the two men organized Vells,Fargo & Co. whilch
was later absorbed by the American Express Co. of which Fargo w-
wea P res.from 1868 to 1881."

"Wellas,Fargo & Co, was an early American express organlza-
tion. Henry Wells and Wllliam G.Fargo founded the company in
1852. They planned an express service from San Francisco to
New York City with the American Expreas Conpany serving as an
eagtern representative.

In 1866 Benj}amin Holladay sold his overland mall and stage~
coach buginess to Tells,Fargo & Company which soon became the
most powerful firm in the Far Vest.

Wells,Fargo & Co. carried passengers,freight,mail. It spec-
1nlized in shipving gold and silver from the western mines,. It
developed a banking business on the Paciflc Coaste. The firm ° -
Jost heavily after the completlion of the Central-Unlon Paciflc.
in .1869. Wells,Fargo & Company merged with the Amerilcam Rail-
way Express Company in 1918." '

Through perseverence and the combined efforts of many peo-
ple much intereating local history can be discovered, Some years
ago,when’'oll men' were interested in abstracts around Ozkdale,
one of them chanced to tell Herman Freiman,the locsl garage
owner,that Wells-Fargo had once held land near Oakdale and agked
if he knew where it lay. When Lawrence heard of this,he began to
ingquire trying to locate where it lay. One day he happened to
ask Walter Eiliott if he had ever heard anything about lt.Walter
had,because a friend of his had recently owned the land and knew
from the sbstract ,where it lay.As soon as Lawrence Hood had lo-
cated the site,Virgil May became interested too and was able to
verify the rumors by a copy of the abstract.

P ertinent parts of the abstract follow:

_ S.E. ¥ of the S.E.i Sec. 34=3-4~0Oakdale Twp. originally
Book P sage

J 620 John 0'Neill,rec'd from Gov't Nov.27-1854

K 586 John O'Neill & wife to Aaron Long Centralia 3/18/56

O 174 Asron Long & wife to Charles VWells lay 24,1858

Q 645 Charles &Loulsa Wells “o(in trust for the American
Eepress Co. Feb.22-1856




Book P age
32 373

46 35
46 50T
60 216
67 285
86 150
223 391
252 612
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Charles H.iells&wife of city of New York,to Henry
Wells of N.Y. & John Butterfield of Wica,N.XY. &
Alexander Holland,City of New York & Jameg Thompson
of Springfield ,Mass. & James C. Fargo of City of
New York & Edward B.Judson,of Syracuse,i.Y.

Deeded this June 5,1807.

ppril 13,1872 Henry viells of N.Y.,#illiam G.rargo
of Buffalo,N.Y.,Alexander Holland of N.Y.City,Jase.
C.Fargobf &.Y.City and Edward 8.Judson of Syracuse,
N.Y. to James C.Fargoe.

. Feb.19,1873 James targo & wife of N.¥. City and

William G.fargo,President of th American Expreas
Co. a j}oint stock company party of the second part

contalning 80 acres,being the same premises descri-

bed in a deed from Henry Wells and others to tlhe sald
James C.Fargo,one of the parties of the first part
hereto bearing date of the 13th day of April 1872

Quit claim Deed, William R. Nelghbors to Rudolph A.
Wheatley. Nelghbors from P erry Co. and paid § 270.
ror sald 80 acres. Aoril 5,1883

May 3-1879 William G.Fargo,president of the Amer=-
jcan Express Co. a Joint atock associatlion,parties
of the 1lst part and R. A.Wheatley and w.R.Nelghbors
of Du Quoin,Ill. parties of the second part.§ 200.
80 acres. : _

Willianm Vieice,ilaster in Chancery sold to GeorgeF.
Benedict{foreclosure on mortgage not paid)
March 27,1918 .

Many other transactions are recorded until on
Feb.8",1957 the parcel of land passes into the hands
of P aul & Betty Kelly.

Psul & Betty Kelly to C.D. % Della 4.Brooks of Bell-
aville,Ill. Dated Jan.ll,1964 Recorded April 29,1966

Steve Schaefer tells Lawrence Hood there is still evidence
of where the old trail crossed the area.
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PLACKS OF BUSINESS IN ELKTON

In 1837,the original town of Elkton was lald out by Mr. Harry
H.Telbott and James Steel,Jr.,in the southeast corner of ths Sk Sk
of Sec.5 entered by Albert Jackson in 1£36-12-8.

The Washington County History ,1879 says,"The first mill wes
owned by Greenville Rountree.It was a saw and grist mill combina-
tion and wss operated by water power." On }June 2,1837,Greenville
Rountree entered iii Nk and NE iln Sec.8,3-4.Archie Creek (flows
across the corner of this tract,so this could nave besn the sigit
of his mill.

"The first biacksmith at Tlikton was Linville Pountres.” T
wes told by the Misses Luke that hias shop was on nis f-rm,a short
distance south and east of the brick home formerly occupled dy the
Rountree snd Thomas Dahncke fsmilies, He entered the Ni Si & & Sk
Sec. 9 on June 14,1833 ,which corresponds to !§iss Luke's descripticn
of his locatlon.

The Kennedy 111l is written up elsewhere and 1s located on the
map. rs. Rezba tells us that soue rocks from the foundaticn are
.8t111 visible.

M¥r. Henry Schaeffer had a hotesl Just north of the mill. ‘e ere
t0lé that the stage coaches made regular stops here. They cnanged
horses and passengers stayed over nignt 1ln the hotel.

In the early days,lr. 3lum haéd a store just acroge ihe street
from the hotel.This store was a general store. llany others kept
gtore here after lir. Blua left. Among those menticned were Chas.
Strohl,¥r. Thomas Dshncke,3r.,Ira Rountree, .ir. iiltchell,and the
1est to Xeep store there was ilr. Gecrge Rezba. while there he also
kept the switch-bosrd for a time.He lived 1n the upstalrs of tnis
building for many years and still owns 1it.

The I1.0.0.F.Lodze bullt a Lodge Hall on the Uary Rountree
acreaze 1n 1873. When the Atlas wss published in 1906,the bulld-
ing was then owned by the HM.W.,A.Lodge. There was @ lodge hall us-
3tairs’ and several different people have kept store in the cown
atairs vart of t he building. fr. Austin Cerr and Clyde Dezhncice
were two mentioned., r. Carr left Elkton in 1903.

The Plumhoff Store was a general store which he kept until
gbout 1911 when he moved away. He also had the Post Offlce in his
atore when flkton was on the Star Route.This route continued un-
t11 1995 when the first Rural Route came tarough Zlxton.

Yp. P lumhoff also had a long distance phone in nis store before
phones were in genersl use 1n the area. He hod the switch-board
in his store when local phones were installed about 1902. iilss
nors Carr asslsted him many years. '

There also was a darness 3hop on Block 5 Lot 1l,east of the
Plumhof'f Store.

Mr. Hoeffstetter had a tavern on Block 3 Lot 1.

Hr. Ed Lachrup had a wagon shop and Kr. lichgel ialer had a
cooper ghop in the same building on Block 1 Lot 1.

Ur. Schopoe nad a blacksmith shop in Block 7 Lot A. It was
probably in use ahout 85-50 years ago.
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Mr. Austin Csrr had a creamery west of his home for a time
then later on Block 8,Lot 8 in the original part of Elkton.

Mr. Phillp Reuter had a Wlacksmith shop on Block 2 Lot 1 in
the original part of town. e died in 1883.

ilr. Dunkhorst had a general store on Block 1 Lot C. He also
kept the Yost Office in hls store for a time. Later a Hr. Lind -
berg kept store in the same locatlon.

Both Dr, Vernor and Dr. Jack had their office in a building
on Block 8 Lot 5,

" Miss Carrie Luke told us that Dr. George Thompson was in
Flkton before elther Dr, Trout.or Dr..Vernor. The Jashington

County History reports“The physiclians are br. R.E.Vernor and
Dr. S.F.Wehr.,"

'SHORT SKETCHES OF EARLY CITIZENS

From the Brink Hlstory of 1879,we learn in addition to what
hag already be~n related,that #Willliam Rountree,a native of Vir-
ginisa,removed to Kentucky in the early period of the history of
Kentucky. He was one of the adventurous followers of Daniel 3Boone.

From a Washingtion County Blue Book,we learn that he was a
member of the First Board of Commlasioners,being elected in 1819.

Greenville Rountree,a son of Wwillilam Rountree was born on
June 4,1807 near Bowling Green,Xentucky. Along with his father
he gsettled in Xlkton 1In the early days. From FAMILY HISTORY OF
ALEXANDR®™ CHESNEY OF PLUM HILL,ILLINOIS written in 1897,we learn,
“Lydia Ann Chesney was marriedé in June 1827 to Greenville Rouniree
a very prominent and wealthy business man,he running a2 large farm
a flouring mill and saw mill,also a large store in Elkton, Ill.
They had born to them fouv boya and two girls.,"

Hon.James !M.Rountree,third son of Greenville Rountree was
born near FElkton on the 12th of October 1833. James learned the
blacksnithing trade but the work did not sult hils healtih,then
he worked at the carpenter's trasde about two years. At the age
of 25 years,ne made up hls mind to study law. In Nashville he
engaged in the millineg businngs and merchandising for nine yeers
until 1867 when he was admitted to prasctice law. He was very suc-
cegaful as a lawyer and in 1876 waas elected States Attorney of
Washington County and later served as S5State Representative.

Hon. Charles S.Luke ;,the gson of David Luke of Xlkton in the
early dayas was also educated as a lawyer and elected ag State
Representative,

Mr, Harry Talbott was a name which often spveared in the early
days of Elkton. He with James Steele platted Elkton in 1837. He
was reported to be the first school teacher in klkton, he also
kept store in the #illlam Rountree house, He was Clerk of the

Circuit Court from 1857-1859, He seemed 4o deal in land in the
early days in more thzn one township.
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pr. James J.Trout was born in Todd Co.,Kentucky,Oct.22,1844.
His family emigrated to Illinois in 1803 and settled on a farm
west of Nashville untlil he was 25 years of aze.

He begen resding mediclne in the office of Dr. Tnomas 3urgeas
of Nashville,then entered the iledical Dept. of the Unlversity of
New York,from wnlcn he graduated in 1872. After serving ss surgeon
on board an emierant ship for a year,he returned to Illinoils. He
bexzan dracticing medicine 1in Elkton wnere he remained for H ur
years. He was active 1n bullding the Klkton Unlon Church. He later
practiced in St. Libory about a year before moving to Nashville.

Dr. S.F.%hr seemed to be the next doctor in Elkton,belng men-
tioned in the History of 1879.

Dr. ®.E.Vernor is also mentioned ss beinz in Elkton 1n 1R79.
His family wss a pioneer family 1n the Nashville community,having
extensive land holdinms southwest of town.

Dr. Vernor wss a falthful and well loved family. physiclan for
many years. He is well remembered by many of the older people who
1ived in the Elkton sre: when he served there. He raised a famlly
of professional men and left lklkton,moving to Neashville when his
sona were ready for high school,

His oldest son knloe,was born in Elkton Nov.24,1879. After grad-
uating from Nashville High School in 1900,he went on to washlington
University School of Law from which he graduated in 1904,

The new country of t he West seemed to call. He was 1in South Dakota,
when the Rosebud Indisn Reservation wse opened at Bonesteel.,

However he soon left for the South-west,buying a ticket for
Gplveston with stop over at lluskogee. le stopped at fuskozee,Okla,
and never went on. He practiced law and was soon elected to be a
.County Judze,in which capacity he served for twenty-five years.

Hig second son,Roscoe was born in klkton Feb.24,1881 .,He was
greduated from the Nashville Hignh School in 1902 and went on to
graduate from the St. Louils University of lledicine in 1909.

e roturned to Nashville and entered the practice of medicine with
his father. His practice was interrupted for a time while he sere-
ved his country in Wworld War. I.

Dr. Vernor's youngest son,Vilas chose the professlion of law
as a career. Following in the footsteps of his older brotner ne
moved to uskoge=,0kla., after grsduatlon,wnerche was a succeas-
ful sttorney. de is still living in that clty.

Dr. Mobert Jack succeeded Dr. Vernor as the flamily doctor in
Elkton,coming about the turn of the century.
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FROM AYERS POINT TO OAKDALE

Willlam Ayers is known to have selected a site for hls home
on the high east bank of the Elkhorn Crezk near where the Kaskas-
kia-Vincennee Trail crossed t he cresk. He built a log cabin in
1823 and went about the business of msking a living. ¥Ye also sup=-
pose that he must have prospered for in a few years he bullt a
much larger and finer house for his family and turned his first
house into a trading post. lr. Ayers second house was a frame
building constructed in the southern style. It was long and had
a rambling sppearance. It faced toward the rosd. It was two stories
high with a porch on each level extendlng the lengtih of the house.
Mrg:T.E.McLean has a picture of thig house which was acqulred
by their family in 1891. The J.Morrison famlily hed lived 1in 1t be-
fore this. ,

Ve know that many people from South Carolina and other south-
esstern states settled in the surrounding country. Ve know that
a post office was opened at Ayers Point in 1f50,but was lost be-
fore 1867. Also s cClurkin family had bullt a flouring mill that
was burned down in 1842 and never rebuilt.

Abstract of Title records show that on April 20,1826, Willlanm
Ayers entered ¥ 3 SE Sec.l4-3-4 from the U.S.Government.

His house,trading post and orchard were on the extreme south-
ern part of this tract of land.

On Feb.29,1832,viilliam Ayers & wife Tabitha deeded W 3 SE Sec,
14-3-4 to Wiley Ayers giving & consideration of % 100.00.

On June 13,1866 wiley Ayers and wife Sally sold W % SE Sec.

_ 14-3-4 &0l to James B.McClurkin for 3 5580.00

On Aug.2,1866 James B.McClurkin sold 3/4 undivided interest
in W 3 SE Sec.14-3-4 to John HMcAfee,David IicClay and S.D.ieClur-
kin for § 2700.00.

OAKDALE LAID OUT-NASHVILLE JOURNAL Jan.24,1867

"A new town hsg just been lald out at whst was formerly call-
ed Ayers Point,about 10 miles gouthwest of Nsshville. It is call-
ed Oskdale,a rather plessant name to the ear,with a touch of rom-
antic. It 1s 1laid out in 12 blocks,with 8 lots to each excepl a

. tier of 4 blocks with 12 lots each. It extends north and east of

the o0ld Ayers house tsaking in part of the orchard. A new mill - -
costing from 3 20,200 to $ 25,200 to be owned by s stock company
will be erected the coming summer. A new church building together
with a suitable grade school,will also follow soon.

Thege we trust will form the nucleus for s thriving znd en-
terprising town,affording buslness and educational facilities
of great advantaze to those who may degire to make Oakdale thelr
home. Efforts are being made to have the old post office revived
g0 that the new town may have a reasonzble mall facillity. we wish
Oskdale a fiourishing future in every respect.”
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PLAT OF TOWN OF OAKDALK, ILLINOIS-1867

Dlagram of the town of Oakdals situated located & surveyed
on the south part of the West half of the SE gqr of Section 14
T 3 S,R 4 w,consisting of 6 full streets of 66 fest width each.
Three half streets of 33 feet widths each,l2 blocks subdivided
into 108 lots,70 fe=et by 120 fest =ach, Except lotes 11 & 12 1in
Block No. IV,No.V & Ho. XII,which are 40.9 successive to 42,24
feet bty 120 feet as stated on the Diagram. Stones have been set
at the NE corner ofBlock No. I,at the N# corner of Block Ho. IV

at the SW corner of Block iio.IX &at the 4 Saection corner batween
Sections 14 % 23,
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I certify the within diagram of the town of Oakdsle to be

a true reopresentation of an actual survey of the distanceg
gstated therein to be correct.

A.Stande,Surveyor W.C.
(Only the original town appeared in the records)
SOURCE=WASHINGTON CO.ATLAS - 16




We the und-rsigned do hereby acknowledge that the within
plat of land as herein described is set apart for & town to be
known as the town of Uskdale in washington County,Illinois &
that the within plat is a true survey of said town.

David lecClay
Jsmes B,lcClurkin
John ilicAfee
S.D.MeClurkin

To be known as the firm of Jas. B.McClurkin & Co.
Given under my hand and seal this 15th day of January 1867,

J.P .Hibbard JP (Seal)

STATE OF ILLINOIS

oo S S5
- WASHINGTON COUNTY

Vie David McClay,James B.icClurkin,John HcAfee and S.D.MeClur-
kin by the firm name of James B.icClurkin & Co. acknowledge the
within town plat as our free act and Deed. And the streets and
alleys for the uses and purposes therein set forth and no other.

Acknowledged before me thls 18 th day of Jasnuary A.D. 1867

J.P.Hibbard J.P. (Seal)
Recorder Feb,2,1867 J.N.Vernor Recorder

Recorded in the R;uords of Washington County,Illinois in
Vol. “2" page 618




CHURCHES OF ELKTON

From the HISTORY OF wWASHIKGTON COUNTY by Brink,1879,1 gath-
ered some information not glven by local residents,however not
2ll in the History 1s correct nor do z2ll parts of the history
agree with all parts of the same book. Research on a few Abstract
of Titles in the Elkton and Lively Grove area would likely clesar
up a seeming contradiction.

: The History stated:"Revs. David VWells and William Rountree
were ministers of t he Baptist faith and they preached to t he set-

tlers nrior to 1820.At that time an organization was formed =zt

- Rountree's."

"The records of t he first organization are not now 1in the
county but a second church of t he same nanme,"Baptist Church of
Christ at Elkton," was organized July 3rd,1842,and the records of
‘this church show that Zlder ¥william Rountree,John 3S.Brown and
Nathan Arnett were received into the church by permission of thne
0ld Elkton Church. The ministers constituted the organizing coun-
cil. Thers were thirty-one constituent members.

Elder Arnett was elected Pastor;William J.Cunningham,Chilef
Clerk;A.G.Jackson and Joseph Kinyon,Deacons. The last record of
this church bears the date June 1lst,18067."

LIVELY GROVE

"In thefall of 1866,a church was organized at Lively Grove,
of which the constituent members,JJames R.Laney,A.J.Laney,w.R.Land
F.l.Land, wmgry A.Laney,.argaret A.Laney,s:iancy Laney,Sarah Land,
and Susan Land had been members of the Elkton Church. The Council
orzanizing this church consisted of Elders John H.S5paldin, Joseph
Gaskill and /.H.Hutchinesg. They have had as pastor:Elders A.J.
Stevenson,Cavid Huggins,W.S.Gee and J.C.Wilson.They erected a
church house in the fall of 1873.°resent membership 49."

‘¥rg. Charles Rezba gave this information,", The first 3aptist
Church >f Elkton was west of Lively Grove. It wss & brick bulld-
ing. In 1864 the Nine !ile Baptist Assoclation held an Assocla-
tional Meeting at the Elkton 3aptist Church. The Hoderator was
W.¥W.Hutchings,the Clerk was A.Rice and the Minister was D.Hugzins,.
There were 767 members of the Association pressnt at this meeting.”

¥pr. Dalton Rohde,Sr. was clerk when the ilssionary Baptist
Organization at Elkton was dlsbanded and the records are in the
ovossession of «rs. nohde and Miss Zlizabeth who shared this infor-
mation:

The BOOK OF RECORDS for the LIVELY GROVE CHURCH beglins wlth
Dec. 1874 with a membership of 70 members.

with W.SGee,lloderator
A.Zwahlen,Church Clerk

It seemed that the congregation met at a stated time on Sat-
urday before the 3rd Sabbath each month. After a worsghip gervice,
a business meeting was held. In iarch 1876 they voted to call

RS
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Elder David Hugesings as pastor.

It peemed thgt many people of the Baptist faith were moving
from Lively Grove 1878-188l. The rscords stop in 1881.

On Harch 17,1889, the Elkton 3gptist Church was organized.
A.J.Laney,N"necy Lsney, Jameés Laney, iatildas Lasney,klizabeth Rohde,
George Osborne, Nancy Jsborne, Libbie Vihesles,danerva 3tann and
George Hamilton from the Lively Grove Church were constituent mem-
bers. At the close of Revival lieetings conducted by Flder 3.T.Rod-
man,a Misslonary of the Nine Hile Baptist Association,the following
were baptlzed and became members:Oscar wheeles,Thomas Dshncke, Aug-
ust F.Rohde, Charles Rountree, Jona Laney, liary Lsney, Ellen Lansy,
Kste Rountree and Jane Harland.

They adopted the Church Covenznt,Articles of Faith,glven by
‘Edward F.Hlscox 1n Baptist Church Directory commonly known as the
New Hampshite Confession of Falth. The Councll approved membershin
in the Nine Ilile Association. '

Following Elder Rodman, Zlder W.H.Carner, 3rother Harris,Bro-
ther Wise,flex Rhine, Rev. Hdodge,followed;each serving short terms
until 1903,

On June 14,1910 the church was sgaln reorgsnized and Brothsr
Keene held a Revival. About nineteen were received into the church
by baptism and nine by letter.

From time to tlime revivals were held,always with the sddition
of many members. Some of the last pastors were Brother Rury,3rother
Bullar, Pastor iloehler, Brother ¥elly, Brother Vireath and Brother
Allen.

In February 1918 a Sabbath School was organized with HMiss Clara
Fox as Supt., As8t. Supt. ¥b Duguid, Cor. Sec. -Hetta Henderson and
Treas. Gretta Henderson.

The last minutes were recorded in 1935,

Since the reorganization in 1889,the meetings were held in the
Elkton Union Church.

Mr. John Reinhardt gave thls information about the Elkton
Churches: '

' 8T.PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

" The first church of Elkton was erected on a tract of land form-
erly owned by C.v.Rohde,now owned by Arson Fuqua, ] t_Pne block
north of the present church. ({r. and irs. Philip Ei%ﬁd%ﬁ belonged
to this church.) HeENry punknorst. and Henry Stiseg were trustees af. -
this church:in. 1883 but they had no pastor.lhe church was digbanded.
ELKTON UNION CHURCH

In 1873 a band of Christian people united together for the pur-
pose of erecting e new church.

Miss Rohde has the ORIGINAL. CONTRACT or ARTICLES CF SUBSCRIP-
TION which seét forth in detsll the purpoase and conditions o’f the
contract. She alsoc has g small brown record book in connectlion
with with the bullding of the church.
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The purpose was to “organize ourselves into a congregatlon
for the purpose of erecting a church edifice in the Town of Elk-
ton*under certaln conditions and "do avpoint the following per-
sons,to wit:James J.Trout,Linville R.Xinyon and C.i.Hawkins as =
committee to solicit subscriptions for and as a Bullding Comnittee
to supervise the dbullding of the church edifice in said town of
Klkton,said church edifice to be known and called by the name of
the Elkton Union Church".These men were to serve as Trustees untll
an election,to be held on the first Saturday of October 1894.

It further stated that the trustees'shall glive preference to
the Episcopal dethodlst Denomination,permitting all other denom-
inations to hold church therein only when not in use by said =pls-
copal MYMethodists."

The Contract or Articles of Subscription was recorded Oct.5,
1874 in Book 1-p.235 & 236. 174 subscribers were listed. The records
also give the llat of workmen who built the church,including the
number of days each man worked at ¥ 2.50 per day.

At a meetinz on Nov.28,1873,the trustees'agreed to go on buy
Tumber and seat the church by Dec.28,1873.C.#.Hawkins was to make
the seats, Jan.23rd,1875 Trustees agreed to have the church dedic-
ated on Ssturday before the 4th Sabbath of next month,"

The last Trustees in office were Arthur Shubert,Charles Rezba
and John Reinhardt.

EVANGELICAL CHURCH

In the year 1904,Rev. John Gaebe organized an Evangellcal
Congrexgation,to hold their services in the klkton Unlon Church.
Some of the pastors who gserved this congregation were Rev. Gaebe,
Rev. Brink, Rev. Stotlar, Rev. Viesterbeck,Rev. Langer hsus and
®Rev., BSock. Students Albert Gaebe and Otto Hezgzemeler also served
a short time, These ministers held two charges,serving either the
Cordes or Addleville Congregatlons along with the Klkton Church.
The congregatlion was disbanded ln 1921.

After the two denominations had dlsbanded Rev. C.A.ldarquaet
of Hahlen Lutheran Church conducted services for about two years,
twice a month on Sunday evenings.

The Union Sunday School has continued from the beginning of
the church throusgh the present time. A Baptist S.S5. was 1n geeelon
during the years they were active. They also held B.Y.P.U. [feetinga.

P resgently 1969 and for several years, John Relnhardt had -
charge, The doors are always open. Everyone ls welcome to come
and worship regardless of creed or doctrine. Every Sunday morning
5,8, 18 held at 10:00 A.i. wlth Worship Service at 10:50 A...

They that sow in tears shall r<ap in joy. He that goeth forth
and weepeth,bearing preclous seed,shall doubtless come agaln with
rejoicing,bearing his sheaves with hin, Ps.126:5,6




OAKDALE REFORMED P R=ZSBYTERIAN CHURCH

Our forefsthers of 3cotch and Irish descent came to Amerlcsa
geeking religious liberty and freedom of worship 1in the latter
haltT of the =sighteenth century.Strong settlements were made 1in
Pennaylvanla and South Carolina. naving come to America seexing
freedom,they abhorred human slavery. in 1829 the church caused
all members holding slaves to free them. About this time,the indus-
triasl revolution caused the southern plantsrs to change from snmell
family type farms to large nlesntstions. Thus gsmzll farms with no
glaves were crowded from the agricultural life of South Carolina,.

The Land Act of 1820 and [llinois entering the vnion in 1818
a8 a Yree State opened up an idesl location for the Lovenanters
of South Carolina to settle, _

After a Sabbath-keeping Journey of six weeks about forty per-
sons from the-Chester District,Sout: Carolina,arrived in randolphn
County in ifay 1830. They all remained in nandolph Uounty except
five families who pushed on into vashington County. The familles
of Thomas and James licClurkin and John and Archibald Hood and Jas.
Kirkpatrick chose home sltes on the edge of the Klkhorn Prairile
just west of the present village of wakdsle. 'lhese were the first
Cgvenanter families'in HWashington County,however others soon joln-
ed them snd formed 'praying socleties' in their homes which met
on the Sabbath and once a month on week days. This smsll and falth-
ful sroup were encourased and ministered to by Rev. Samuel Wylie
of the Bethel{Spartas) Congregation which had begen orcanized in 1823.

In the spring of 1834 the Ohlo Presbytery sent Rev. David
Steel,to visit the socleties of the West and. do such pastoral and
missionary work as he found needful. ilr. Thomas ifcClurkin, Sr.who
nad been an elder in South Carolina, Wr. John Donnelly,and lr.John
McClurkin were chosen elders, On July 30,1834,the sesslon was con-
vened at the home of ir. Archibald Hood(site of the former T. C.
Klene home) and organized a congregation known as the Elkhorn Con~-
gregation,

Under the first pastor,Rev., Sanmuel McKinney (1835-1840)the con-
gregation increased in numbers to one hundred twenty. A common ex-
pression of thosedays when slghting a wagon trailn approachlng
was, "There,more 'Old Lights' are coming." additions to the congre-
gation created the necesslty of a church nome. iir. John icClurxin
and Mr. George licLean alded materislly by donatling a five acre »
olot of ground where a brick cnurch was erected of bricks burned
near the plcce of building by the licAffee Brothers. The bullding
wos 40 by 60 feet with a self suoporting roof. The windows of
small panes were in tne north and soutin sldes with a large door
in the esst end. The cemetery was Jjust west of t he church in the
game yard. In it lie the bodies of many masmbers and one pastor,
Rev, William Sloane. This burying ground is still in use today
and 1s known as the Uskdale Cemetery.

(This cemetery was a community cemetery owned by the Coven=-:
anter Congregation for many years,however 1t was later legally
incorporated with a Board of Trustees who are representatlives
of t he Community.)
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The Rev. William Slosne became the second pastor and served
the congregation from 1840 to 1858, The membership incressed to
one hundred and fifty. After a discussion regarding sdministra -
tlon of buainess affalrs the congregation elected a Board of Daa-
cons,March 3,1841.They were ilessrs. John Hughes,James Kennedy,
John Hood,and William forrieson. Aftar ordilnation and installa=
tion these men took chargz cf the finances of the congregation.
The membership of the sescsion had been increased by several new
members. Rev, Sloane's gervice may be characterized by faithful-
nenas in malintaining the principles and peace of the church.He
Wes an sble and conscientious minister,mlighty in the scriptures.

The third pastor,Rev. A.C,Todd was installed July 1,1859,and
served until May 17,1871. He was a most elogquent speaker,having
marvelous power over his audiences. In his pastorate the national
unrest was reflected on the congregation. Influenced by the evils
of human slavery and the guidance of their pastor,a company of
the members volunteered for sgervice in the Civil war with Rev,
Todd as captain. This company became Co. F. 10th Mo. Volunteers,
as the quota for Illindis had been filled prior to this time. A
large national flag,made by the ladies of the congregatlon,was
presented to the company by lfiiss Jane Forester,as she stood on
the stlle in the church yard, They marched away July 11,1861,by
all singing a part of the twentieth psalm.Twenty eight men of the
congregation joined thelr pastor in this company.

As many as fifty members of the congregstion saw service in
different companlies and at different times during the Civil Var
period. In the absence of the pastor,Dr., Yim.L.Roberts served the
congregation part time. He was regarded as one of the great preach-
ers of the Covenanter Church and was held in high esteem by all
who knew him. _

A missionary soclety was organized May 31,1862,and the Sabbath
Schoosl organized in 1865.These organizations materially and spir-
1tually alded the work of the congregation. In 1867 the gquestion
of a new church house arose and Mlr.James B.lcClurkin gave a block
in Oakdale for a site,which was accepted., The bullding erected
was a two~story brick building,used for school and church purpos-
es and was g blegsing to the educational and spiritual uplift of
the community. In 1871 Rev., Todd,with a number of members,went
to Evans,Colorado,and formed snother Covenanter congregatione.

The Rev. D.G.Thompson,the next pastor, came August 1,1872, :
but was not ordained until October 11,of the same year. The sol-
emn service of signing the Covenant occured here in August 1872,
presided over by Rev. H.P.McClurkin,assisted by Rev, D.S.Faris.
Cne hundred fifty~-two members swore alleglance to the Covenant.
Rev. Thompason gave us twenty yeers of active service resigning
because of 111 heglth. He went to LaJdJunta,Colorsdo,where he died
and 1g bturiled.

The faithful services of the Thompspn' has left an, indelible
fmprint on the lives of thls community.
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In August 1894 Rev., J.C.French became the fifth pastor., He
was ordained in October. During this vastorate the congregation's
name was changed from Elkhorn to Oakdale. The present place of
worship was built and was dedicated on Thanksgliving Day,15Cl.

The pastor and the members together with thelr friends,made
this building oossible. Rev. French was a clear and convincing
gpeaker with the natural powers ofan orator. After twelve years
of asctive and falthful service,in which he endesred himself to
many,he resigned in August,1906 to go to Denver,Colorado.

The Rev. M.A.Gzault was chosen pastor June 14,1507. He was
ordsined the same year in Vctober. He was a dlstingulshed lation-
al Reform speaker in the church and community.He resigned in 4pril
1913,after ministering to our spiritual life for slix years. ils
reglidence was retained here until his death,December 13,1313..e
and his wife are buried in Caledonia cemetery at Sparta,Illinoils.

On July 22,1914,Rev. %.0.Ferguson became our pastor and was
releaged November 23,1920,to go to Dennison,Xansazs. During his
gix years of egervice our country was torn by World War l.Thoge
who were in gctive service,or were awalting assignment to camp
for training when the armistice was signed were :lattle and Katle
Diguid,nurses;Roy Carson,Willard Carson,Oscar 7cClay,Elwyn Carson
Floyd Careon,Floyd McClay, Lawrence HMcClay,Lloyd Torrens and Ken-
nedy Auld.,

Rev. Ferguson snd his wife fzithfully encourgged and comfort-
ed troubled hearts in this trying time. They were congregational
gnd community leaders in war-time activitles. in 1853 rev. Fers-
guson retired from actlive preaching and he snd mras. rFerguson
came back to Oakdale to live, _

On January 27,1923,%ev. J.M.Wylie became our eighth pastor.
Dr. Wylle was a noted organlzer and bullder of churches. ne was
a forceful sneaker in the pulpit and on the lecture platform. He
was greatly interested in placing the Bible in the publie gchools.
In the last few months of his life he traveled much in the inter-
eat of this work,which was a great straln physically. He dled
very suddenly April 26,1929. He was buried in Onio. The congrz-
gation owes much to the falthfulness of Dr. and Krs. Wylle., In
this pastorate the congregation added s parsonage to the church
holdings.

In 1922 a young woman's misslonary soclety was organlzed and
has become one of the active organizstions of the church. Laster
1t was -hamed the "“Willing Hands Missionary Society."

In July,l1930,Rev. A.A.Vylie became our ninth pastor,giving
the Ogkdale congregation and community a life characterized by
meekness,kindneas,and gentleness of spirit. lMany were his tal-
ents which he so graciously displayed in the organizing of the
Datly Vacation Bible School,the teaching of music in the public
schoola,and his outstanding work and endeavoring efforts with

i the young people of the church and community. During his latter

: years of service our country was engaged in World VWar II,and
during this time Rev. znd irs. ¥Wylle falthfully encouraged and
prayerfully comforted the many troubled hzarts of the congrege”
tion. ¥With each member that entered active service,they sent
thelr hearifelt prayers. '
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Death came calmly,but suddenly,on JTuesday,July 13,1943,cl1=-
maxing a life here on earth that was 80 completely dedicated in
the gervice of Christ. :

Our tenth vastor was Rev. Harold Foater Thompson,who was or-
dslned and installed as pastor in 1944, He was the grandson of
a former vastor,Rev. D.G.Thompson. Soon he made a trip to Greely,
Colorado,and returned with,ss his wife,the former ilary Carson of
that city. .

They were both very wmuch interested in the spiritual and so-
cial -welfare of the congregation. Rev. Thompson visited the rure
al schools around Ozkdale each year and taught the Bible with
acceptanc2 and benefit to the pupils. ide resigned in 1948 to ac-
cept a call to Southfield,ifichigan. '

The veterans of Viorld War II were Charles Auld,¥william Auld,
James Henderson, John Henderson, Willism D.Hunter, Russel ilcClay,
Bruce McLean,Elmer clesn,'fthomas iicLean, Lawrence,Patton,Lloyd
Pation,John Piper, Otis Pliper,Robert Piper, Glenn Thompson, James
Thompson and Finley Torrens.Those who came into our church and
served in VWorld War II were Kenneth Dintelman,Dale :fusselman,
Charles Palek and William Richards. Those who were veterans of
the Korean %ar were Paul Auld,Glenn Brammeler,and Larry McClay.
Kenneth Hood, ssrved in peace time in Germany. ‘

Rev. D.Ray Wilcox was instslled on September 13,1948,as our
eleventh pastor. Rev. and Mrs. Wilcox were faithful gervants of
the ~ord and did much personal work in our church and comaunity,
especlally among the children and young people. The school chil~
dren met in thelr home after school one evening each week. They
were a comfort to the parents whose sons were in services.

. Rev, VWllcox was a cartoonist and could present s message
with the plctures he could draw.

During his pastorate our church was redscorated inside,and
the bricks were tuck pointed on the outailde. & basement was also
added to our church. In Auguat he was called to teach "Bible" in
our Geneva College,sneaver Fglls,Penn. He preached his last ger=--
mon a8 pastor In Qakdale, sugust 13,1950.

Rev. P hilip iartin was bdnstelled pastor- October 23,1951 ,and
preached his last sermon July 4,1954, .

. Rev. and lrs. Martin used their many talents in the Lord's

service helping with the worik among the juniors and young people
and teaching adult Blble classes. Yhey taught us many of the new
tunes in the Psalter. For the children of the community they held
Bible classes in their home before =nd after school and very ef-
fectively conducted Vacation Bible School.

Our Synod sdapt2d "The Covenant of 1954" which was gigned
by Synod and members at Grinnell College,lowa,during ocur national
Conference.It was a very solemn service. Un September 25,1954,
slxty-nina of our members signed the brief covenant of 1954, Kev,
Remo I.Rohh,National C.Y-P.‘H-SeCiwetapy’WBS An cherge of this ger-
vice, 7 .

Our i.aéxt pastorcr ,Dr.A.W.Smith,was installed on October 25,
1955. Both Dr.and #rs. Smith are active workeras in the organiza-
tiona of the church and community. They have been active in tem-
persnce work throughout the satate. Their musical talents have
benefited us in many ways. This year Hrs. Smith was honored by
beinz chosen”Illinois Hother of the Year for 1959."
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During the y~ars that Dr. Smlth was our minister,thelr son
Kenneth was ordalred as a minister and Alvin entered the R.P.
Seminary. 30th are active ministers in the work of the denonin-
ation.

Dr. Smith's parting admeonitions were based on Hebrews 133 -
1-18 and given on Aug.5,1962.

Rev. Charles Stsrrett was installed as our fourteenth pas-
tor on July 21,1963. He and his family have enter=d heartily
into all activities of the Churcn and of the community.

Ag s member of the Wgshington County Kinisterlal Assoclation
he visits the patients of the Nashville Hospital and Hursing
Home regularly,as well as calls regularly on all residents of
the community who are patients in other hospitals.

Rev. Sterreti's morning sermons are gcholarly,true to the
r=formed faith,with an evangelistic ovartone.fis evering ser-
vices have been ably given over to many geries of studles based
on various books of the aible.

His ability in music has been most helpful. nls work with
the young people has been dedlicsted and rewarding.

1t is our hope that he will labor in this community many
more years,

CHARTER iE{BERS

Thomes ileClurkin,Sr. John Donnelly
Mrs. Elizabeth{Smith)icClurkin Krs. Rebececsa({icClurkin)bonnelly
#Migs Nency ifcClurkiln Archibald Hood .
David icClurkin ¥rs.Mary (Kirkpatrick)}dood
Thomas :cClurkin,Jdr. - John Hood
¥rs. Martha (Kirkpatrick)MeClurkin Mlgs Hargaret Hood
John ‘feClurkin Hras, Isabelle Kirkpatrick
lrs. Ellzabeth(Parks)licClurkin James Kirkpatrick
James licClurkin ‘Urs. lary Kirkpatrlck .
Mrs.Sara(Rodman)(Hood )icClurkin ¥1gs Isabelle Kirkpatrick

Miss Jsne Kirkpatrilck
MINISTERS WHO HAVE GONK FROM THE CONGREGATION

J.J.MeClurkin d.P.ilecClurkin J.B.Tweed
J.R.W.Sloane John Hood C.T.Carson
R.C.VWylie S.R.lcClurkin R.S.i¥cElhinney
J.G.ilcklhinney w.C.ideClurkin ilelville K.Carson
R,%W.Piper O.,F.Thompson

MISSIONARIES WHO HAVE GONE FROM THE CONGREGATION

Urs. Annie L.Kennedy €urrie . - Syria .-'"
Miss Jrene Plper . Cyprus
Miss Zleanor Auld - Selma, Alabama




MEMBERS WHO HAVE GIVEN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

. George—GChernry

Thomas McClurkin

VAR OF 1812

John McClurkin

BLACK HAWK WAR

John Hood

CIVIL WAR
Boyd,John fcClurkin, J.C.
Calderwood ,Alexander lcClurkin,J.R.
Cook, Andrew i#eClurkin, Thomas
Dermond ,James iicElhinney,Charles
Donzldson,John MicElhinney ,ftobert
Donahue, Barney icLegn,John
Duguld,David Mclean,Tnomas G.
Hood ,Archlbala ifeichen,Thomas
Hood, John,Rev. Miller,%Willliam
Hood , Keannedy Montgonery, John
Hunter, James Morrison,JdJames R.
Keady,Moses Piper, John
Keady,Samuel Rainey,James
Kelso,James Ramsey ,James
Kelso,Robert Sharp,James

Kennedy , Andrew
Kennedy,John C.
Luney,John
Luney, Robert
Lunev, Thomas
McLalr, Williasm
McCloy,Samuel
McClurkin, Andrew
MeClurkin,C.F.S.
MeClurkin,D.W.

Sloane,Alexander
Slogne,James H.
Thompson,D.G.,Rev.
Todd,A.C. ,rev,
Torrens,Janes M.
Torrens John J.
Williamson,Sam.G.
williamson,5.P.
Wylie,D.ii.
Wylie,J.i.

SPANISH AMERICAN WAR

Luther Kemps




YWORLD YiAR I

Auld,Kennedy
Carson,Floyd
Carson,J.Elwyn
Carson,Royll.
Carson,vwillard

WORLD WAR II, KOREAN WAR

Auld,Charles ¥#.
Auld,P aul J.
Auld,¥%illism R.
Brammeier,Glenn
Dintelman, Xenneth A.
Henderson,James
Henderson,John D.
Hood, Kenneth
Hunter, William D.
McClay,Jamés L.
}McClay,Russell A.
McLesn, Bruce
Mclaean,Elmer

Duguié,atherine
Duguic,iattie
feCley,Floyd
licClay, Lawrence
MeClay,Oscar
Torrens, Lloyd

, ARMY OF OCCUPATION

llcLesan, Thomas G.
Musselman,Dale
Palek,Charles
Patton, Lawrence
ratton,Lloyd
Piper,John H.
Plper,Otis
Piper,Robert
Richards,Willlam

Sterrett, Chnarles,Rev,

Thompson,James P.
Thompson, R.Glenn
Torrens, J.Finley
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Hi8TORICAL SKETCH
. . OF THE
QAKDAKE UNWITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
by Mrs. Nelda Robb

On January 15,1868 the St. Louls Presbytery of the United
-Pregbyterlan Church of North America met at Sparta,Illinois.
During the evening sesgsion,which began at 6:30 P.li., the third
item of busliness was that of considering a petition from Elk-
horn Prairie which asked that a congregatlon be organized there.
This petition was granted. The Rev. Hr. J.R.Finney and Elders
Samuel L.Boyd and Joseph ilcHenry were appolnted to effect such
an organizatlon.

On February 19,1868,at 11:00 A.M.,this committee met with
interested persons in the old Reformed Presbyterian Church build-
ing by the cemetery to hear a sermon from the text,”The church
of the living God,the pillar and ground of truth,I Tim.3:15."
After this service nine persons were received into membership of
the new body. Samuel R.Stormont and Thomas G.Gormley were elected
ruling elders, with March 7,1868,3et aside for their ordination
and installstion. ‘the name Elkhorn Bnited Presbyterian Congrega-
tion was selected. Then the Rev., lir. Flunney met again wlth this
new church group,nine more members were received into the congre-
gation and the elders were ingtalled. '

During this same month of iarch,the General Synod Reformed
Presbyterisn Church(New School) also started a congregatlion in
Elkhorn Prairie at the same old church building. This body adopt-
ed the name New Unlty Elkhorn Congregation.From almost the first
their membership was aporoximstely thirty members and changed
but very little. The two congregations bought the old brick church
in partnerghip for % 800.00 from the Covenanter Congregation which
had a new house of worship in the village of Oakdale. This struec-
ture was built in about 1835 and was sixty by forty feet made of
local brick cast by the ilcAfee brothera.,

Each congregation tried to keep preaching one half the time
by securing supolies. In those esrly days whurch services lasted
most of the Sabbath., There was a morning worship service,and at
noon each family went to their wagon or bugry for a basket lunch
esten under the trees in the grove during clement weather. Then
a long afternoon service followed. '

Thig seems to have been the practice until 1870,for 1in thst
year the Western Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church
(New School) voted to unite with the United Presbyterian Church.
Therefore on October 14,1870,all but two families of the New Unity
Elkhorn Congrezation joined the united Presbyterians and sold
their part of the building. The two groups of Presbyterians becanme
one body. They celebrated the Lofé's Supper together on Oct.28,
1871. '

In June,1872,the Rev. J.M.Henderson was instslled as the first
pastor. By his faltnful service the congregatlon grew to nearly
one hundred members. Because of failling health,the Rev. Henderson
resirned in Oct.l876., while the church was without =a pastor,mem-
bers were lost but not all from a falling away,because thnls was
a period when many “Yakdale o»eople sought homes elsewhere,some go-
ing west.
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Two things hanvened in the spring of 1878. The congregation
called s young minister from the local presbytery,the Rev. ur.
H.M.Preassley,who came in April but was not installed untll Aug-
ust. The other lmportasnt happening Was the decision and action
to build a new church. .oney was gubscribed,and Lots 1,3,5,8nd 7
in Block 7 in the village of vakdale were acquired during ldarch
and April. A constract for a new church building was let to bey-
ier and Watson of Nashville,Illlinols.

The old brick church was torn down at the cemetery,and sone
of the materisl was used in the new building. Yn iarch 17,1878,
the first load of rock was hauled for the new building by wr. L.
Snyder,Hr. James Christle 1aid the foundaiion. lhnlrty-one loads
of lumber were laid down on the site on April 30.4A carpenter,

Wr. Clark uordon,began work. The records seem to indirnte that
the first service was held in this building on July 7. Un July
27 the bell was ralsed,but the work seems not to have been fin-
jshed until August first. no record of a dedicatlion service has
been found. in December of 1879 the name of the congregation war
changed to Oakdale Unilted rresbyterian. the Rev, iir. Pressley -
1eft in January of 1886. During his pastorate the membership was
raiged again into the nineties.

ror several years the church was without a shepherd until
¢he Kev. Mr. Ritchie came in ipril af 1891. The congregation pro-
spered,and on rebrusry 19,1893,1t celebrated a silver anniversary.
By the time of Rev. Mr, Ritchie left in vanuary of 1895,the mem-
barshio was close to the 200 figure. A parsonage had been obtain-
ed end was debt free, ,

In June,189%,the rev. Mr. Chembers took up the work. 8ad times
followed. Mrs. Chambers died from complications 1n childbirth.

A baby girl lived for a few months but died while her father,the
rnav. Chambers,was away from vakdale attending hils iather-in-law's
funeral. The church held its strong membership,and the work of
Christ continued in the community. ur. Chambers was remaerried to
Miss #argaret Steele of Pennsylvania before he closed his pasa-
torate in December 1900, :

- The two Rev. Mr, Jacksons next ministered to the congregation.
Buring these years, study grouns were active,and evangellistic meet-
ings were held. lncﬁgoe the session granted the young people the
right to use an orda in their worship services. Later the same
year,through the efforts of the young people,the instrument was
used in the regular church services. Mary Ella Gordon was the
firast aovpointed organiast with Hrs. Jennie Jackson sasistant. In
1905 Anna Belle Kirknatrick(Borcherding) was appolnted organist,
in which capacity she served for meny yearse. near the end of the
Rev. S.A.Jackson's pastorate,the weekly envelope system was star-
ted. The congregation lost in membership somewhat,again because
of migrating people. -

in April,1910,the Rev. R.H.Park took uphis work as pastor,
but he asked to defer 1instsllation until lrs. Psrk and his dau-
ghter Bess Joined him. ¥Kor two years the Park family occupled
the manse. During this time the congregation changed to indlve
communion service. In iarch 1912,the Park family removed to

- Morning Sun, lowa.
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In September 1913,the Rev. John J.Gerdenier came to preach
and was called ms regular pastor in November.Agaln the worx pro-
spered.Presbytery met in vakdale in the fall of 1914.The church
was saddened by the war,and speclal offerings were taken. In 1917
the Gardeniers went out to visit and to attend specisl meetlngs,
ihe Rev. ir., Gardenler became 111 on the way home. For three Sab-
baths he tried to report on the meetings and preach briefly. On
July 17,1917, he was called to his hesvenly home. ssgddened con=-
gregation mourned his death. So 1t was that the congregetion cel-
ebrated their golden anniversary on rebruary 18,1918,without a
minister.

In Aoril 1918, the Rev. W.G.Watson took over the pestorate,
Uhristian people are not always fillled with Christian grace,and
our church was shamed by much discord. The Rev. Mr. Cassiue G.
McRnight worked to heal the gtrife when he csme 1in June 1923.
Presbytery met in Oakdale in April 1924, Repalr work was done on
the church oroperty.decause of the oldest son, Charles' need for
a different climate,the McKnoght femily left in June 1926,

The congregation had many candidates but could decide on none.
Tn the summer of 1928,student Harold R.Karnes of Xenia Seminary
was & stated supnly. in September the congregation asked ilr. Kar-
nes to continue his work with us during his student days and to
come =8 settled pastor when seminsry work was completed. Arrange-
ments were made suitable to both the congregstion and ur. Kernes.
in January 1929,a formal call was made to the Rev. ir. H.R.Karnes.
In May 1930,he asked to be released. VWihile pastor,the Rev. ir.
Kapneg svonsored a strong and vigorous young people's work 1n
the church. rrom the local congregation he chose iiss Bessie lic-
Clay as hls wife. -

Several calls were made,but no minister was secured until
early in 1931 when the Hev. Nr. Frederlck S.Zeller and family
accepted work with the vakdale Congregation. These were the de-
pression years that the Rev. Hr. Zeller worked among us. :oney

_was acarce,and indebtedness was often the problem of the congre-

gation, Some further work was done on the church building. Both
the Rev. and Mrsg. Zeller worked diligently with the youth of the
church. in 1938 this pastorate terminated. The Rev. Mr, Zeller
will be remembered especially for the excellent work he d4id as
army chaplein in Vorld War II with his paratroop unlit some yesars
after he left our midst.

In 1938 the Rev. ¥r. John 3.Dick and his sister Miss Margaret
came to the manse. ttany of the congregatlon today have fond mem-
ories of the ministrations of these servants of God among us.
Migs Margsret Disk passed away during her brother's pastorate and
1s buried in our uvakdale cemetery. Because of faliling health,
the Rev. John G.Dick resigned in 1944.

The young Rev. Mr. Ralph Donaldson came in 1947 and was with
us for two years.During this time much discussion took place con-
cerning our church building. it wes decided to raze our second
house of worship and replace it with a new structure, uring the
rev. Mr. Donaldson's pastorate,the name of the "United Presbyter-
jan Church of uskdale" was formaelly adopted.




On Easter,April 9,1950,the final communion service was held
in the old frame United Presbyterian Cnurch. .iembers of the con-
gregation begzn dismantling the building on *onday following the
aesceion meeting. At the time it was the oldest building of wor-
ship in the village. :he contract for the new structure was let
to ¥r. Ray Williams of narrisburg. un liay 14,1950 the congrega--
tion joined in a special Qorner Stone Layling Ceremony.Church ser-
vices that summer were held in the old school bulilding which -
then stood on the opnosite corner of the block. Pedlcatlon Ser-
vices were held November 19,1950. Dr. George r.Kerr, a son of
the congregation and then of the Board of American J4igsions de-
1ivered the dedicatory address. The Rev. Mr. David S.Sharpe was
serving as interim pastor. _ '

The Rev. Hr. Meima was the first called pastor to direct wor-
ahip services in the new church. In February 1956b,the Kev. mr.
Walter White was installed as minister. For almost eight years
he worked earnestly with the o0ld and young allke and the congre-
gation prospered. During his pastorate the united Presbyterian
Church of worth America united with the Presbyterian Cnurch in
the U.S.A.,Northern Body becoming the United Presbyterian thurch
in the U.S.A. Thig union effected the local church government in
a larger Presbyterial area. %When the Rev, iir. ihite felt called
to return to Pennaylvanla,many were reluctant to see hls pastor-
ste end but rejoiced that they might be near thelr respective
parents,some of whom were in falling heslth.

in September 19%6,the Rev, ir. Phillip P.Brunn began hls
ministration. While he was pastor the congregation Jolned in the
rifty 1illion tund, a money raising project of the nationgl church
?odgé ?15 work terminated on the second Lord's vay of this year,

1968. |

For the third time the congregation celebrates its founding
and sgain there 1s no shepherd over the flock.let with the great-
est humility, we thenk God for the blessings of the past century,
for the witnesc of this church in the many lives 1t has served
and for its place in the community. Earnestly we ask forgiveness
for our many sins and shortcomings as a congregation and as Christ-
jan peovle.In His abundant grace we ask speclal blessings for a
continuation of the work of vhrist both here at Oakdsle end as
our Church minlisters throughout the world.

The sbowe historical sketch was read by urs. Robb at the
Centenmial Celebration.
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ELKHORN CEUETERY

r. snd lYrs. Charles Rezba furnished the following infor-
matlon about the Elkhorn Cemetery:

Mp. ¥illiam.Rountree,3r. gave ground for the cemetery to
the community with the understanding that anyone in the com-
munity could be burled there free of charges for the lot. ine
cemetery lies about nslf a mile east of the village. It is on
g slightly rolling hillside.

n the north side of the cemetery are the oldest graves,
many of which cannot be resd.The oldest stone whlich can be read
was ithat maerking the grave of Barbsra P ark who died 1n 1865,

The last Cemetery Trustees were, Arthur Shubert,John Rein-
nardt, Oliver Fox,Hderman liazander,Zdward Kroener and W.G.Patton.
In 1944 this cemelery was deeded to the Oakdale Township,convey-
ing to the townshin the cemetery tract.

This cemetery,along with the Oakdole and laxwell Cemeterles
were de~ded to the township in order that s tax might be levied
for care of the iracts.

For several years,ir. and 4rs. Rezba have placed flags on
the followlng veteran s graves on Memorlal Day:

CIVIL WAR )
W.d.Fox- Navy Phillip Reuter,43rd Reg.Ill.Vol.
Henry Schaeffer,Co.A.io.Inf. Capte. Benjamin d.Klena
WORLD AR I
Cecil Dzhncke Dtto Kroeher
¥William Cunninghan prank pPetrashek
Herman Mazander Earl Dintelman

Georse Frleman
WORLD ¥WAR II

Everett Mayer Williem Koenig

CAP T. BENJAMIN H.KLENK

Capt. Benjemin H.Klene was born in 1828 and died in 1872.
Hig wife,Mary L.Klene was vorn November 1,1837 and died 1inlcloO.
Both are buried in the Zl1kton Cemeterye.
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Mr. Herman Frieman gave us this informatlion about hls grand-
father,one of the veterans buried in the Elkhorn Cemetery.

JOHANN PHILIP REUTER

Johann Philip Reuter wzs born Dec.12,1824 and died Feb.15,
1883, He was married to rhillipine Zwangel on AUg.3,1859.

He. was enlisted in the service Sept.22,1864 at Alton, Ill.
in the 43rd Regiment of lllinois Volunteers,to serve one year.
He wns on the Huster Roll of Co."G" for nNov.and Dec.,1804, ile
was transferred to Co."d" in Jan.,l1865. re was mustered out at
Little Rock,Arkansas,July 7,1865. He wes a P rivate.{The war was
peferred to in the papers as the “War oft he Rebellion.”

she first zoplication trom him fer e penslon is dasted,Jan-
uary 3,1878. There is no correspondence whether he received 1t
or not. Later,as of Aprili 19,1831 he was receiving §2.00 per
month pension,at that tire he requested an incresse In the pen=
sion.the attorney forthle request was v.5.LeCompte and the wit-
necses were Emil Schmidt snd “illiam Lene,the Clerk wes We.S.nlsey.)
Leter he drew a pension under rension Certificate ¥# 162749 for
3 8.00 per month,from June 9,1881 to date of desth.

His widow applied for a pension l1ayl,1883, (Her attorney was
+homas S.LeComnte,the Lounty Clerk was H.r.Reuter,and the wit-
nesses were Henry Lunithorst snd Judge ueorge vernor.) At the time
of her desth,Uct.31,1915,she was receliving a pension of 3 36.00
per month. She showved five dependent children on her first ap-

plication.
The following 1s a letter sent with her pension request.

record: ,

R STATE OF ILLINOIS ~COUNTY OF YASHINGTON

In the matter of date of children of Jon Phillip Reuter
deceased,personally came before me,Notary Public in and for
aforegaid County and State, Henry punkhorst and Henry BStleg,
Trustees of “vangellicsl Lutheran St. Paul Church of Elkton,
Illinoisa. ’

Who being first duly sworn depose ané says,that they are
trustees of Aforessaid Church,that the conzregation is at present
without s Pastor.

That the following is a true and correct copy of the Church
record regards to the blrth of the children of John Phlllip
and Phillipine Reuter to wit:

Gustave Adsm Reuter - Born Feb.26,1872
Louis viilhelm HenryReuter Born Feb.17,1874
Walter Herman Reuter ~ dorn Sept.23,1875
Jane VWaltena Reuter Born Sept.25,1877

Edwsrd Ferdinand Reuter Born April 1,1880

Further denendants sayeth not
Slgned

S Henry Dunkhorst and Henry Stleg

sworn to snd subscriber to this 30tn day of April 4.D.1883
J.iren Kennedy

Notary Publlce
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OAKDALE COMfMUNITY CEMETERY

"On October 13,1858,John and Elizabeth McClurkin,hls wife,
deaded a five scre tract of lznd to the Trustees of ihe Reform-
ed Presbytarizn Church at Elkhorn,iashingion County for the use
of the Reformed Presbyterian Congregation for church osurposss
and for s cemetery." Trustess named:John 53te=l,Joseph Torrens,
William 'forrison,& John Hood.

Consideration § 6.25 | Deed Book Vol.1lO p.446

After the church propsrty wss sold to the Unlted Pregbyterilan
Congregation ,1t was consldsred a Jolnt cemetery,then later as a
community cemetery.

On Feb.1D,1941,the Ozkdale Community Assoclatlion,was incorp-
orated to look after the care of the cemetsery.

On April 4,1944,the Ozkdale Community Cemetery Assoclation
gave a warranty deed to Oskdale Township,conveylng to the town-
ship the cemetery tract.

In 1954,Belle Cozrson gsve a strip of land 10 fe=t wilde along
the north side of the cemetary to the township of Oakdale. This
sddition makes it possible to drive up one roadway and cross to
the second roadway.

 MAXWELL CEMETERY

In the NE % NEI 8Sec.25-3-4 on the lialter lMaxwell ferm is
locatied a Family Cemestery. The oldest grave secmsa to be that
of sn infant son of W.F.ifaxwell buried in 1852. sanother cnild
wes buried in 1862 and their father was buried in 1880, The
1ast burlal in the cemetery wss that of Agnes .isxwell 1n 1948.
About seventeen graves are in the plot.

In 1944 this cemetery was also deeded to the Ogkdule Town-

Ship .
AYERS CEUETERY

High on a hill in lrs. T.E..lcLean's pasture south of town
jg a famlly cemetery feaced out of ths pasture. It was reserved
by the Ayers Famlly ss a family burring olot. There are about
s dozen graves,some marked,some not. Yr., Wiliism Ayers vias
vuried there in 1835.There 1ls one grave that has large rocks
heasped over 1t. 3everal children from the family or from the
town sare slso buriled here.

‘There used to be several stonegin the wooded land north
of town,ncar a creek. **oat of stoneg have disappeared but one
rock on which the name of Parks was cerved by hand is still
there. It could have bzen one of inhe Ayers Or wasnburn family
as 8 Mr. John iiashburn who died in 18852 had s dauznter marrled
to a man by the name of Parks. The atory of the honesty &nd the
poverty of these people is revealed in an Abstract of Title 1in
contcetion with the Avers oripinal entry.
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DECORATION DAY AT OAKDALE
By;L.R‘H-

I have been told that decoration of the graves wasg carried
on by a few people to some extent shortly-after the Civil ¥ar
ended but records in an 0ld scrap book claim that the first or-
ganized Decoration Day 1in Oakdale was iLay 30,1880, _

On that day four persons were honored;Alexander iicAlllater,
who had been wounded at Perryville,Kentucky;irs. Rebecca Boyd
Hood,who had a brother in the service;and #diss Elizabeth lcClur-
kin who gave a brother to the csguse.

The occaslon grew each year until it got to be an important
event in the community. The first I can recall of Decoration Day
as a boy was in the morning about 10:00 o'clock a wagon would go
by our home on the way t0 the cemetery. There would be elght or
ten soldiers on this wagon.One had a drum,another a bugle and the
big flag wse held high aboue the farm wagon.ss they went by each
farm house on the way to the cemetery,they would strlke up one
of the o0ld Civil Viar songs.

Yy mother would fill a basket with a picnic dinner and we
would get in the old surrey and go over to the cemetery. In the
early morning someone,usually Ir, Robert Piper,later iir. lenry
Luebberstedt,would place a fleg on the grave of each man who had
served as a soldier in any war. vwhen the erowd gathered,the sol-
diers would line up with a flag bearer and Captalin Coulter at
the head of the line, Children snd others present would follow
carrying bouquets cof flowers. As they came to a soldlers grave,
Captain Coulter called the name of the soldler and gave hls com-
pany,the flag bearer dipped the flagover the grave,iwo children
stepped forward and olaced their bouquets on tne grave,Capt.Cou-
lter gave the commsnd to proceed on,the children dropped to the
back of the line for more flowers.This ceremony would be repeat-
ed at each grave site until all the graves had been decorated.
They would return to the entrsnce of the cemetery where they had
placed an imitation monument made of wood would place in the cen-
ter of the walk. On the sides of this monument were posted the
names of the old soldiers of this community who were burled else-
where. As thelr names were read flowers were nlaced at the base
of this monument.

Then all would gather in famlly groups under the trees in
the grove just south of the cemetery and eat tneir dinners which
were apread out on a cloth on the ground .For many familles tnis
was tne only day in the year they all got togetner.

After dinner they would have a program of speecheg and songs
one of the thinge that 1 remember being part of the program every
year wps Alex McAllister slinglng the song,"The Old Coffee Kettle.'

After he sang a verse or g0 he weuld come down off the speaker's
platform ana go through the crowd while he was still singing and
shake hends with esach one of his 0ld comrades as he called them
by name, snother part of each program was for urs. Carrie iicClur-
Kin to sing“When Sherman ilarched Down to the Sea”.
pecoration Day probably reached 1is peak gttendance about
the time of World Yiar I as most everyone hzd their mind on the
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war snd the soldiers. At that time it was just held in the after-
noon and they would have a stand where they sold j ce=-cream,soda
gnd pop-corn., <e small children would slways look forward to this
day with & lot of anticipation and thought of it azs a picnlic but
the old soldiers *“nught of that dav in a more serione way. To

. them it seemed as slmost a sacred.day. 2ome of the young men want-

ed to have a ball game that afternocon in an adjoining pasture,
but the older men decided that 1t would not be approprlate to
have & sports event on that day. As a result no bell game Was
played.

Just after World War I,I heard several of the old Civil Viar
veterans make the statement that they were thinning out but the
goldiers of the recent war would be here to carry on this occa-
gion, However in a few years all the Civil Var soldiers were gone
end 1t seemed that the young soldiers were not interested. There
is no orgenized gathering now,although most of the families do
go over to the cemetery and decorate the graves of their familles.

At the vpregent time two grand-daughters of Captain Coulter,
Claudine snd Lucile Coulter assisted by grand-children gnd great-
grand-children of other soldiers place flags on ilhe soldlier’s
graves esrly on lMemorial Dsy morning. Flags are placed on the
graves of forty-nine soldlers.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR
George Cherry- Patriotic Service Thomas icClurkin-Private

WAR OF 1812
John MeClurkin

BLACK HAWK VAR
John Hood

CIVIL VAR
Moses Keady, Co.F.,10th lo. Robert ilcConnell,Co.B.,80th Ill.

Christian Rorcherding,Co.A.,l5th lio. Andrew Cook,C0.F.,10th o,
samuel L.Coulter,Co.B.,11llth Ill, James M.Torrens,Co.B.,80th Ill.

Jogseph Semple,Co.F,.,80th Ill. Jonhn Piper,Co.B.,11lth Ill.
J.R.UecClurkin,Co.t.,10th llo. Robert Carrick,Co.F.,10th [lo.
J.R.}McGea, Co,8.,111th Ill. Cyrus McClurkia, Co.F.,10th lo.
Henderson Slosne,Co.F.,10th Mo. Thomas #cClurkin,Co.F.,10th lo.
John McLean,Co.F.,l0th ilo. Andrew T.Kennedy,Co.k.,10th Mo,
Robert Smith lo. State iiilitia R. G.Ardrey,Co. B.,11lth [ll.
John Luney,Co.F.,10th iio. Sam Williamson,Co.F.,10th LiO.
Louis Snyder, Co.A.3lst Ill. Henry Hunter, Co.F.,80th Ill.
William Miller, Co.F.,10th io. Jas.R.Sloane,l26th Illinols
Jonhn Boyd,Co.F.,l0th Uo. Robert Carrick,Co.l.,49th I1l.
James Kemps,Co.,G.13th Ill. Andrew Ford,Co.I1.,30th Ill.

Thomas G.licLean,Co.Il.,30th Ill. Thomas lMichen, Co.F.,10th lio.
William McConnell,Co.I.,80th Ill. David Duguid,Co.X.,129th Ind.
J.R.Morrison,Co. ., 80th Ill. Jameg licConnell,Co.I.,80th I1ll.
Robert Luney,Co.G.,13th Ill.Cavalry
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MEXICAN ViAR
Jomes Horton

WORLD WAR I

J.A.Doswald,Pvt.,U.S.Army Willliam Elllott
P aul Brammeler, Jagmes Henderson
Herman Kroener

WORLD WAR II
Curtis Torrens Howard icClay
Thomas ifcLean Charles Palek

The following was found in the John Piper Scrap Book

THE OLD COFFEE KETTLE

How desr to our hearts are the days when we soldlered,

As fond recollection presents them to view--

The long lines of earth~works,the deep-tangled tnicketils,
And every rough spot that our arny 1ife knew,

The long parks of cannon,®2th harness and saddles,

The plicket roped horses,oft trying toc roll;

The cook-house,the guard tent,the muskets staked high it,
Mnd the old coffee-kettle that hung on a pole;

The sheet-iron kettle,the smutty old kettle,

The old coffee-kettle thet hung on the pole,.

How dear,to this,are the form and the faces

Of those who stood by us in these tryling times) o
But too many are gone from the ranks and thnelr plsaces
Thet it mightily shortens the original lines,

Herd marching and fighting %e 511 well Yemember,

And everything trylng to body and soul; _

But one thing we hsd thst was genulne pleasure--

‘Twas the old coffee-kettkxe that hung on the pole;

The sheet-iron kettle,the smutty old kettle,

The old coffee kettle that hung on the polee.

Thirteen dollars a months for standing as targstis

For heaps of cold lead and o0ld iron and steel;

But Grant savs we're better for whal we endured then--
And. we can't make a polnt on the general's deal,

we ate "salt horse" and hard tack in 2ll kinds of weather;
But still,my old chums,we aill always remember

The old coffee-kxettle,thail hung on a pole;

The sheet-iron kettle,the gmutty old kettle,

The old coffee-kettle that hung on the polee.

) RN Var . P o
[tae s anly nert o7 Low 2007,

&
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POSTMASTERS AT OAXDALE

The first mall delivered to Ozkdale was probably brought’
by Post Riders and picked up by the settlers from a post.
History states that in 1850 Thomas Bird established & post of
fice at Ayers Polnt.lMany people living in Oakdale today remem-
ber the log house in which he kept tnils offlce.

No one xnows how long tnls office was continued but it seemzd
to have been dlecontinued prior to the plotting of Oakdsale.
Ay=vrs 18 thought to have kept some kind of post office in his
store for a time.

The first post master after service was resumed wes [ir. R.G.
Ardrey who started the post office in the southeast corner of .
hia store in June 1877. ir. Ardrey continued ss the post master
until 1907 when Ray Kirkpatrick was appointed postmsster.

Hr., Kirkpatrick continued to operate the post office in the
Ardrey Store building until 1913 when he moved it into a new
building which he had bullt on the west half of Lot 1 Block 3.
This bullding was & very approoriate btullding for a post office.
He contlnued as post master in this building until 1918.

Following 1s a list of people who served as post masters
and the place where esch served:

Agnea Maxwell-in the house which is now Charlie Brammeler's
home.
Legter Guthrie- in his drug store,Oct.l,1922-Sept.30,1927_

Madge Guthrie -in the same drug store,dct.l,1927-Aug.3l,1944,

Agne Maxwell -in front: ofBorcherding Store,Sept.l,1944=2-28245

Dalton Rohde,Jr,.- in the front part of the Borcherding Store

March 1945~ Dec.l,1947

Fdwin Lucza] - in the Horcherding Store-Dec.l,1947- June 1952
In 1952 he moved the office to the Woodsicde
building where Ed 1s sti11(1969) the post mas-
ter with Wilbur Fox as hls assistant.

POSTHASTERS AT ELKTON

Inthe HISTORY OF JASHINGION COJK1Y by #Brink, 1879 there is
a report that "“In 18%5),thomas Blrd established a Post Offlce at
the Point.* The Thomas iiclLean family used to have a letter addres-
sed to Ayera Point. The hlstory also reports that Isaac Pearle
wag postmaster at Elxhorn,

Residents of zlkton remember when lr. Dunkhorst had the rost-
of fice in his store, they also remember when ir. Plumhoff had the
Post-office in his store. Yhen the Sural Route #1 wasg €stablished
in 1905,1 supnose the Post~Office would be closed as thls route
gerved the Elkton community.

nap four-horse coach running from ashley via Nasghville and'
Oakéale: to Coulterville smd Spsrta cerried the meil in 12682,
Copled from a publlshed clippinz mounted in an old Scrap Book)
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RURAL Mall CGARRIERS

iy. Roy Carr recalls that !r. ilenry Stark carried pouches
of meil from Nashville to Elkton before tne railroad was bullt:
throuszh Oakdale; but he was uncertain about the mail to Caxdale.

Mr. Ray Kirkpstrick recalls that after the rasllroad was
built,his Uncle Wlll ¥Yirkpatrick znd later Robert Kearns carried
mail from Oskdale to Marissa on wnat was colled the"Star Route."
Stops were made at Elkton,Lively 3rove,Jungsr's Corner or Suganne'
Sehaeffers,he thougnt probably at 31ddleborn,then on to lMariesa.
It seemed that mail for thege plzces were nut in a pouch ,each
Post Master along the way took out the mall for his office and
put in hie out-going mall,then tioe carrier proceeded along the .
way. It was up to each 1ndividual in the area to go ln person
to get his mail.

f,on Mintvr was the first mall carrier after the R.F.D. was
gtarted 2 short time before 1905,

Ed Reuter started in 190%,wnen a second route out of Ogkdsle
was starteé and retired in.193E. o B T T - L

Ray Kirkopatrick was 2 substitute carrier for both routes.

palton Rohde,Sr. carried the mall from January 16,1915 to
August 13,1947.

Dalton Rohde,Jr. carriled from Dec.l,1347 to the present time.

LON HUNTLR

Alonzo Hunter wag born near Oakdsle to James Henry and larga-
pat Holliday Hunter. le married D=lla Boyle. They hed three sons
Ralph,Marshall and Holiiday. They built the home now occupled by
the Todd Fox family about 1910.

Mr. Hunter was 2 mall carrier for many years.They moved to
California where he died Feb.1l,13360.

EDWARD F.REUTER

After many long months of illness resulting from s stroke
Edward F.Reuter,a retired rural letter carrier of the Qakdale
community died at his home in Nashville on June T7,1953. ile was
73 years old.

He wag a native of Elkton,where he was born to Phllip and
Philipine(sSchwengel)Reuter on April 1,1880. He married ilary C.
Buhrmen April 6,1904,and the couple established thelr home in
Opkdale, Mr. Reuter served as 8 letter carrier until hie retire-
ment in 1935 after 30 years of duty.

A central figure in the area covered by his delivery of mall
Mr. Reuter's coreer vas a colorful and gratifylng ome wnich took
him through the era of horseback to horse and buggy days and then
to the automoblle,as well as from bad roads to good roads. To the
peopnle of hig route,by virtue of the countless errands of mercy
he performed for them,he epitomized and was ofteéen termed the 'Good
gamaritan'.That he had the interest of his people at heart was
evident Tty a chronologlcal account he kept and cherished of' events
in his territory. Included were the exact number of blrtins &s
wall as desths that transpired along the way over his period of
work, @hile th2 moadern times were revelatlion to him as he
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recalled the earller days,still he thrived on the memories of
those other times.

My. and lirs. Reuter were the perents of two sons who remain
¥ith the widow to survive his passing. They are Kelvin and Zenas
of Nashville.

DALTON L.ROHDE,SR.

Dalton L.Rohde,Sr. began carrylng the mall on Route l,out of
Oakdale on January 15,1915.Route 1 ran from Dakdale to klkton,to
Lively Grove,and on to Caaner's Point(also called Suzanne Cr Clap~-
boards Town) .from there 1t went north to the crossroads,east to
+he township line. From there 1t went north § mile and sast to
Broadhollow,couth to the old Duffy farm,east pest the Hibbard
School,then south and east past Qakdale Cemetery and on into town.

The winter of 1215 wss one oL the worst of many bad winters,
with axle deep mud & great deal of the time. This often necegsit=-
ated changing *teams twice a dey,in order to cover ine 28 miles o
of the route. lr. Rohde goon ordered one of the first Parcel Post
wagons used in the country. These were one alze larger than the
gtandard mall wagon. It was needed,since Route 1 was one of the
heaviest mall routes in the county. The two tesms which he Xkept
were regularly shod at George Decker's Blacksmith Shop.

In 1918 the carrierg began to use cars on theilr routes when
the weather and road conditions perzitted. in the mall wagon a
sheep hide was used as a floor coverinz,and a lighted lantern 1o
sdd heat was set under the lap rote for zerc weather. There were
geveral occasions when the tesm ran away,tearing up the wrgon
and gzar when they were frightened by a flapping canvas or soune
unexvected nolse.?ith the coming of improved roads,the cars were
used all the yeasr round,witn horses being used only occaslonly
on part of the route. :

in the surmer of 1934,the Route 2 carrier,id Reuter retired.
2t this time,Routes 1 and 2 were combined,maxing 52 miles to cov-
er,only 10 of which were rocxed. 1his left an ilmpossible 42 miles
of mud at certzin times of the yesr. The only solution to this
was for the carrier to pay a helper out of his own pocket. Two
years after the consolidation,an auxiliary assistant was grantec
for 4 months out of the year,to carry the former Route 2.

fir. Kohde,who carri-d mall 32 and one hald years,carried mall
for the last time on Auguat 23,1947. HJe passed away on AUE 2T, 4T
His first concern was that every patron should have his mail ev-
ery day,and spared no expense or effort to achieve thie goal.

Albert Dintleman carried the mail from August 23,1947 to Nov=-
ember 30,1947 as a temporary carrier.

Oon Dec.l,1947,Dalton Rohde,Jr., the rostmaster,was transfer-
pred to cerrier on Koute 1 and still carries this route.(1969)
The route today has 73 miles,176 boxes,and 196 families.The pres-
ent substitute rural cerrier ls Kenneth Hood,.

For many years ir. Lester Guthrie hauled the mall between
the ¥ ost Office and the station until the railrosd auit hauling
the mall., Now iir. Patton of Coulterville transfers mall beotwesn
Coulterville.znd Ozkdale,.
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TELEPHONE SYSTIIS

¥Yp. Roy Carr ond ifr. Ray Xirkpstrick gave us some informa-
tion about long dlstance service which some of the merchents
in thie pasrt of the county had before phones came into genereal
ugse. A long distance line from 3elleville to southern Illinols
-erossed the railroad tracks just north of the Ilcilinley Statlon
crossing.lr. R.G.Ardrey in OJaxdasle,ir. Walter Plumboff in Elkton,
¥r. Lichtenfeld in Lively Grove and ifr. Jasper 1in Stone Church
were all known to have long dist=nce phones. They were thought
to heve besn connected to the 3ell System 1n Belleville.

In Elkton,Mr., Yalter Plumhoff operated the firgt switch-
board in his store.He made his own switchboard of a cigar box.
He @rove tacks in the bottom of the box.Fastened moveable arms
at the center of the box. By moving these srms sO tnaet they
touched the tacks which served as posts for the lines he wished
to connect he could give service to anyone on the first three
1ines installed. As more lines were installed, a regular switch-
bosrd was installed. In all there were 7 line on the Elkton ex-
change., ;

After Hr. Plumhoff,others who operated the switch-board were
Mrs.Henry Kroener, ir.George Rezbas,and iilss Elnora Carr.

The first vhones in the Oskdale area were instslled 1n 1602.
An 0ld newspaper clipping stated in the Oskdale items that the
16th line had just been instslled. These lines with 3 or 4 trunk
lines served the community for many yearse.

About 1950,the system was so worn out and neglected that the
gervice was almost impogsible. lisny patrons dropped off the lines.
In order for the Egyptian Telephone Cooperatlve Assoclation to
contract for service in a comrunity,the area had to be without
phone service,therefore 1t was discontinued in 1953, Two or three
phones were left for emergency gervice,

The homes were without any kind of telephone gervice until
October 1955 when the new lines were readv for use and new disl
phones were instslled on &4 party 1ines.The minimum monthly reste
for this service was # 3,50. By 1958 1t was reaised to § 4.50.

The service was very good and gave us o4 hour service to any place
jn the U.S. by paylng for long distance calls.

By 1962 we had Direct Distance Dialing.In 1967 the lines
were placed underground with service changed to single party linec

The followinng were the switch-board opersiors under the
Farmers Cooperatlive Systemi:
Mr. John ‘ickean 1903-191o0 Mrs.Carol Krehr 1047
lMrs. Mary J.Kirkpatricklgll-1933 Mr. John Brommeler 1948
¥r. Charlesg Bramnmeler 1G634-1G43 Mr. Ray Kirkpatrick 1949-19%53
Mr.Albert Ibendahl 1944=1G46

Mr. Kirkostrick tells us that the old Oakdale switchboard
wes repaired and used agalin at elither Venedy of Stone Church
for s time under the new system.
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STORES AT OAKDALE

william Ayers had the first store 1in QOakdale. ¥When he came
in 1823,he dbullt a log nouss. Some time later he built a two
story frame bouse Jjust west of thls log houss. ne usa=d the old
log house as a store and sold supopli=s to thosge who lived in the
ares and also to p=ople who passed through on the old tralls

which passed his store. This old store 1s part of iirs. T.E.lc-
Lean's barn.

From }rs. Thomas LmLean's Scrap-book and from her daughter
Anna Boyd's Scrap-book,I found this clipding from an ©0ld news=-
parer:"After the war some army pals started a store near Ayers
Point. They were David Wylie,Archibsld Hood,Thomas P.Anderson,
and David lcClurkin. They nicknamed their place Stag Town.

When they went iiest, ilr. Steele and i‘r. licLeish had stores.
Later ir, Steele started a store 1n Evang,Colorado and James
Torrens went there to clerk for him."

From a book of records and clippnings kept by liiss Ella Auld,
now owned by Hra. ¥Ward Auld, I found tnese two clippings from old
nevapapers:

"Notice of the death of Captain Anderson,brother of R.P.And-
erson of Coultsarville wag .received here. He was a former resident
here. He and David HeClurkin end Archie Hood had the first store
in Opkdale on the hill now owned by iirs. Julle Borcherding.”

“f.p .Anderson Obituary-lr. Anderson died in Kansas City,ilo.
on February 26,1915, ,

"For a time,he with David McClurkin as a partner kept a store
et Oakdale,Illinois.". (In 1969,ir. and irs. Alvin Fulton live 1n
the home once owned by -rs. Julla 3orcharding. )

ilegars. J.R.Morrison and John iicKean built & drug store bDe-
fore the town was platted. when the town vias surveyed,thls store

was found to be on ground that was surveyed as part of Aigh Street
Hr. John !McKeagn later built a drug store on Second Street in Block

6,Lot 4.
This small first drug store was later used by the Garnholz
Store for many years as a warenouse. :

From the VASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORY OF 1879,I find that the
founders of Oskdale carried on merchandising in the old Ayers
log building after i4 was surveyed in Jan.of 1867. They operated
this store for one yesr. In the 1stter part of 1867,S5teele and
YeCleish opened s general store. They were followed in 1868 by
Gormley Z% Co. The town now contaling two stores,a general store
by Ardrey & 8ro.,and a drug store by J.R.orrison & Co.

(¥r. Ray Kirkpatrick tslls us that Gormley % Co. bought out
the McCleish Store and that .ir. Apdrey later bought it from Gor-
mley & Co.)

]
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ARDREY STORE
On the inside of the cover on the iicLean Scrapbook was pas=-
ted what appeared to be the picture from a large calendar gilven
in 1907 by the Ardrey Store, ibove the picture were the dates °
1871 on the left side and 1907 on tne right hond sige., Between
the dat=g were the words COLPLIMENTS AND BEST WISHES OF R.G. ARD-
REY AND SON. '

No doubt the Ardrey Store was owned by R.G.Ardrey and his
brother Thomas who later moved to iiissourl. iir. Ardrey's son,
Willism was born August 16,1869,hence would not be able to help
for msny yeara. The son married in 1896 ond went to Colorsdo soOn
afterward. !r, Ardrey did many things besides operate a store,

In Jume 1877 he was postmaster asnd operatead the Post Office in
the southeast corner of his store room until 1907 when Ray Kirk-
patrick was apnointed to be postmaster. The Post Offlce remain-
~d in the store until 1913 when .ir. Klrkpatrick moved into a new
building which h= had built just west of the old bank building.

Just back of hls store ,ilr. Ardrey had an ice-house,built with
double walls filled with saw dust for insulation. In the winter,
he had young men go out to the ponds,saw out blocks of ice 2nd
atore in the ice-house, ifany a good freezer of home-made ice-cream
was frozen by this ice. He also had poultry dressed kack of the store.

In the early days,a Yr. iicAfee was 2 clerk in this store for
many yesrs. George Borcherding began counting eg=g for Lir. Ardrey
tn 1892. He continued to work on in various capacities until 1904
when he entered the Garnholz Store.lir. John iurphy clerked most
of the time between about 1837 and 1308 or whenever the store
closed down, : -

About 1908,lr. Charles Lancaster,his brother Lallarr snd two

brothers-in-law came to Ogkdale to open a bank. They dbrought with
them the safe which was later enclosed in the green cage used by
the Oskdale banks until D=c.21,1968. They opened s private bank
in the corner of iir. Ardrey's store.It was. just to your right as
ona entered the front door ofthe originsl store., As I recall,
theare was some kind of sn inclosure around thelr vwork center.
The bank was known as the OAKDALE COIZf:ZRCIAL BANK., They gave out
amall banks in the shape of books as souvenirs. The bank wes re-
organized shortly with business men and farmers buying stock and
a building. The bank wan moved from the store and the Lancasters
and comnany l=ft.

In 1905 ifr. Ardrey bought the "mill site® and used the rock
from the old basement walls to lay foundations for additlons to
his store. ne probasbly used some brick in constructing the first
sd~ition, His business was expanded after the first addition was
built by moving the dry goods section to it. 1L doubt if he ever
used the last addition he built for any of his business.

The Ardrey Store Bullding was used 1in various ways after the
store wag closed out:

Ray Xirkpatrick continued witih the post office until 1913.

Cinda Kaufman Brammeler bought cream there for severpl yesrs.

Dr. Leater Barton had a dental office for a time in one room.

Charles Kaufmsn hsd a barber shop there for = time. ,

£l Gutnrle had a hetehery here before moving to the Carnholz-—
Borcherding Store fuatiding.
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The Oskdale High School used the original room for a gym.

A.J.Gambill started a grocery store and mest merket in the
middl= room and remained there until he moved his market to the
vuilding which Ray Kirkpatrick had bullt for a post office on
the west half of Lot 1 Block 3. He moved about 1918.

Ray Mazander bought milk there for the Pevely Dalry Co. whlle
they built their new recelving statlon. :

Until the second room was added to the Garnholz-Borcherding
Store,they used part of the store For a ware-house.

It may have be=n used in other waws of which we havse not
learnad. Finally snother cresm buying place and a small grocery
and mest market was opaned hy a ¥r. Smith. On Dec.9,1938,a stove
he ugsed,exploded and burned the bullding to the ground. This 1is
the only bulléing in the surveyed town of Oakdale tnat ever bur-
ned down,to the best of our knowledge. At the time the building
burn=d 1t belonged to frs. George Decker,she having inherlted 1t
from her father,ienry Grammeman.

The Ardrey Building was located on the corner of Second and
Walnut,Block 6,Lot 8. : ‘

WILLIAM KROENZR BLACKSHMITH SHOP

Several yesrs after the Ardrey building was burned down,
Fred Buhrman bought the site,had a neat fllling stetion built
which he leased to a idr. Garner of Nashville for ten years.
Several attempts were made to operate a filling station here.

Ed Hudspeth used it for a garage for hls school bus several
yesrs. : ) : .

Will4iam Kroener hzd started blascksmithing in the Decker Snhop
in 1947. Yhen Mr. Decker sold his shop in 1959, »illiam Kroener
bought the filling station gite. He disposed of the pumps and has
been kept busy ever since,especlally 1ln the dusy farming season
On a summer dsy the svace in front of the shop is lined with mach~-
inery waiting for welding or some other repsir job.

OAKDALE CREAMERY

According to the records,James B.leClurkin,unmarried deeded
to theDirectors of t he Oskdale Creamery Assoclztion and 'thelr
succegsors in office on Mareh 29th 1887, Lots 6 & 8 Block 4 town
of Oskdasle,Illinois.” Book 76 page 375

On the south-west corner of Lot 6 a creamery was bullt on
the west slove of a low hill. Farmers dellvered thelr milk on
: the east side of the bullding,where 1t was welghed by Charles
MeElhenny for several yesrs. The milk was separated and butter
was made by John B.Torrens. The farmers drove down the slope On
the north side of the building and sround to the south slde where
they could buy skim milk for very 1ittle or maybe it was glven
sway to them. Excessskim milk was also sold to people around town
who raised pilgs. Butter washings were run into s cistern on the
west eide ofthe bulldling.
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On m%rch 4th 1893 "The Oakdasle Creamery Association of Ozk-
asle,ll1inois,a corporation of Illinols by J.%. Torrens,President
and A.T.Kennedy,Secretary,deeded Lots 6 & 8 Block 4 of Oakdale, -

‘I1linoie to R.G.Ardrey for 4 2200.00."

When lMr. Ardrey bought the building from the corporation,he
hired James Renwick Firk»atrick ass butter maker and Andrew Hllde-
brandt ss milk weigher. In 1895,at the age of 15 years,Ray Kirk-
patrick worked a2t t he creamery with his father until his father' s
desth in 1899.John Gordon worked at the creamery ,probably after
vy, Kirkpatrick's desth. R

On August 26th 1905,R.G.Ardrey vought Lots 2 & 4 from iloses
Keady snd wife for $200.00. ~BooK 106 page 376

, gam McConaghie worked st the creamery for gseveral years,it
418 not known when. ;

"on Nov.28th 1908 R.G.Ardrey and wife sold Lots D-4=-6 & B
Block 4 town of Oskdale to iim Grafeman of St. Louls,iio. and to
C.F.Finke,Nashville,Ill. for 42%02.00."  Book 114 page 354

Lster C.F.Finke and wife sold t heir interest to Grafemen.
After Gprafeman bought the creamery,the milk was separated by
Charlie fHswker. The skim milk was made into caseln and shipped
to St. Louis in ten gallon cans. The cream was also shipped in
the same manner. -

Others who worked at the cresmery were Lambert Raglan, Elmer
Borcherding, 3ill Douglas,Ross Guthrie, Conrad Bassler. The old
cresmery wass closed down for some time. At that time John Klene.
Husky ( Harold) lfeGill and Ray ilszander hauled milk to Nashville
when trucks could get through,otherwise 3+ had to be shipped on
the train. The Condensery at Nashville 1is thought to have been
the buyer. George Decker was thought to have had these people
hired to hsul for him.

In the fall of 1925,the property seemed to have been sold
for toxes by H.F.Heckert and it came into the hands of the Pev-
ely Dalry Co. of St. Louis. They wrecked the old building and
replaced 1t with the building now used as 8 barn on the Coulter
propertye. inile the bulldlng was in construction, Ray Wazander
bought for Pevely st the Ardey Store. He snd Elwood iéeClurkin -
and also Harry Sehgeffer worked in the new receiving station .
At this time the chilled milk was trucked to Nashville by iusky
MeGill and others., Gus Luebke had the contract for hauling. It
probably did not operate more than five or silx years.

After the roads were jmproved,Roy Carr drove a truck over
the country from farm to farm picking up the cans of milk from
1938 to 1947. He delivered to the Addleville Dairy Co.

As laws were changed and electricity came into common use,
the dairy business changed. Small herds disappesred,large herds
milked by machines,witn the milk chilled in electrically refriger=
sted vats 1s now picked up atl the farm and hauled jn vaccum tanss
to dairies in Chester or 5t. Louls. Hends do not touch the milX
in the whole process,.Barns,machinery etc are inspected regularly.
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THE KENNEDY MILL IN ELXTON

William Kennedy was born in Ireland, August 1,1809,the son
of Jomes and Catherine Cannon Yennedy. He came to Amerilca with
hig merents in 1823,where they first settled 1in Pennsylvanla.

On November 17,1836 he married Eleanor feCall Todd who had been
born in Charlegton,3outh Carolina on November 17,1812. She was

the dsughter of Dr. Andrew Todd and sister of Rev. A.C.Todd,an

early minister in the Elkhorn Covenanter Church.

¥r. Kennedy settled on a tract of 1anéd in Johannisburg and
Plum Hill Townshlips where he farmed,hauling hls farm products to
St. Louis by wsgon. de was the father of four sons snd one daugh-
ter' “ndpew lodd,James Renwick,william Cannon, John Calvin and
Louisa iargaret who grew to adulthood. He gave & home to geveral
homeless men and boys. Two of the sons, Andrew snd John served in
the Civil Viar.

vnen his family was sbout grown,he moved to Elxton where
in 1866,he built a flour mill which he and his four sons operated.
They slso bought and sold whest. Brand names of t helr flour were:
tgouthern Star™,"Kennedy's Choice", Kennedy's Family", "Sucker
Mills",and "Vashington r111g". Their products were hsuled by wag-
on to St. Louis and supplles of various nature were trought back.
Ye are told that Jr. Conrad Kaufman,father of Danlel Kaufman and
grandfather of lrs. Cindas Brammeier,also hauled flour to Coulter-
ville. An illustration of the roads in those days;the hills at .
Mud Creek were steep and when mud was deep and the nules strained
to go up hill, the wagon tilted to the back. w«r. Ksufman found
that by walking out on the tongue between the mules,the wagon .came
down snd the mules could make it up the hille.

"When Mr. Xennedy built a dbrick house in Elkton,an entry 1in
nis day-book states that he paid on 8-16-186T32,000. He then dug
there two cisterns snd a well and bullt a barn,”

"fire destroyed the mill in .arch 1876. Little was saved,
1o8s wap estimated at 3 12,000 with 37,300 insurance."

Mr. Kennedy's great-grand-dsughter, irs. Harold Auld has a
tin-type pilcture of the Kennedy 1ll. It looks as if 11 had been
a large two story building with a very tall chimney.

Oon February. 3,1880 Mr, Kennedy died suddenly while seated
4n -hias chair in his hone. d1g widow remsined in thelr home for
many yesrs, A grand-daughter,leanor Todd Kennedy returned from
Penngylventa and lived with irs. Kennedy until she was married.
She was married in thelr home 3 Elkton on Nov.13,1889 to ir.
David Carson of east of Oakdale.

¥ra. Kennedy spent the last years of her life in the home.
of her dsughter,iirs. Loulsa Auléd,where she dled on July 30,1800.

After cerving as Sergent in Co.F.10th Ho., Andrew T.Kennedy
raturned to Elkton. On Hay 11,1865 he wes married to iMigss Katle
J.Wilson,doughter of Prof, James “ilson of Pennsylvanla. His wife
aied on lfay 29,1867 leaving a daughter Eleanor,who was cared for
by her grandmother and aunt until she went lo rennsylvanlia where
cshe 1ived with her aunts and attended school.
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On May 1,1872,Yr. Andrev T.Kennedy married Miss Rebecca Jane
MaClay ,daughter of David and tancy{Carson) ilcClay. They lived for
a mumber of yesrs on a farm eaat of Oskdale where a 80N 3liss
was born on Jan,23,1376. He becane a doctor and practiced in ilary-
ville, ¥ilgsouri. four d-ughters,fatle Bell, #innie Laurie, Lelilsa
Ada, and Emlly Rebecca were porn to this couple.

On August 18,1881 ,James Ranwick Kennedy was married to Emma
laria Beaver,daughter of Xphrlam and Rebecca(Llttle )Beaver. They
made thelr home in St. Louis ,iio.

On December 26,1879,Loulsa fLennedy was married to ¥William R.
Auld. They made their home on a ferm west of Oakdale for umany
years. Eleanor, Ada,Kennedy and Vard were born to this couple.

Dr. william Cannon Kennedy born Sept.2,1856 was married on
May 1,1879 to iary ilae Altken. He nracticed medicine most of his
1ife in New York City.

Genersl John C.Kennedy was born Oct.20,1843 and married his
cousin Castherine Cannon Kennedy on Oct.30,1865, They lived in
Denver,Colorado most of thelr lives.

Most of the materisl in the above article was found in a
‘Genealosical Record Book and Scrap Book kept by the Will Auld
Family,especially Kleanor.Some was from an article written by
Lovina Anderson Sterrett found in another Scrap-book. Some Was
gotten through interviews with relatives.

We also found that John Burns,an orphan raised in the home
of Thomas Donnelly,was a miller by trade and had worked in both
the Elkton and Oskdale iills. ir. Burns slong with dugh Calder-
wood held 1/3 undivided interest in the Oskdale }1ill for about
a year,1877-1878.

PARTIAL LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFIICERS

e SUPERVISOR - ASSESSOR ' TOVN CLERK

1883 David Luke 1884 H.Dunkhorst 1884 J.R.Kennedy
J.D.iaxwell S.L.Coulter C.B.Gudgen
Jos.G.Carr T.C.Klene G.W.Snyder
J.D.Maxwell Henry Frieman Chas.Kaufman
Ed Kroener Arthur Schaeffer Vialter Kllng-
A.E.Leligh Stuart Carson enbers
Lester Guthrle Henry Frleman Walter Maxwell

Lonnlie Kroener Ra% kirknatrics

TAX COLLECTOR Ray Kirkoatrick John Klene.

.- M.Fox Collected  #526.29 stanley. .Geppert

1885 E.B.Maxwell 417.38 -HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER

1890 Alex B.Kene  1885,H.S.1iling E.Beaver 1thes. Gordon

189- W.A.XKane C.%.Rohde E.Beaver Thos. Guthrbe

1895 R.J.Guthrie 1917, Allen Hahne  Nipper Rohde wm Douglas
? Thomas’ Kléne

———r—— — T —— p—— —— ——

1929-'38 K4 Kroener
1939-'42 Ed Alfeldt
1643-"' 40  Geo.Rezba

1947w Berbert Dintelman
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THE MMILL COMPANY OF OAKDALE, ILLINOIS

He cannoiisay with certsinty when the mill wes started at
Oakdale,nhowever we do have these records which place the date
as being within the first year after the town was platted.

David lcCley & wife w.D. $ 100,00
James B.McClurkin Dated ldarch 2lst 1867
John McAfee & wife i1led July22nd 1867
S.D.MeClurkin & wife Lots 2 & 4 Block 4 town
. of Oskdale
to Book 34 page 103

The i1l Company of Ogkdale
I11l.known as
A.McClurkin & Coe

g.D.McClurkin & wlfe Flizabeth  Vol.34 page 343

Jonn¥ . McATee & wife ilargery Jam.10~-1868
pavid McClay & wife Nancy Jan.11-1868

to $ 950.00
YamesB.lcClurkin

W 3 NW SE 1l4-3-4 & 3 3 acres in NW cor SW SE 14=3%-4

Archibald MeClurkin & Co, Vol 46 page 208
James McAfee & John J.Torrens, Dec. 14-1872
Partneres,constituting the Mill January 21-1873
Company and known as HcClurkin & CofwWarranty Deed
] to $ 5,000.00
Jgmes P .Lockhart & David Russell
Partners of the ¥irm of Lockhart
& Ruesell '

Com.at N side of street opposite NE cor.of Lot 6 Block &
Qakdale,th N 275 ft.,th E 406 ft.,th S 275 ft.,th W to place
of beginning including the Mill Site and also NE SW 14-3-4.

The 3 % scres transfarred on Jan.10,1868 is the mill site.
Wie have no record of when 1t come into the hands of the lill
Company ,howevear we do know that Lots 2 * 4 in Block 4 were
bought the same year af the town was lald out.

rhe %111 site is now in Lester Guthrie's passture,the home,
garden and a 1ittle of the pasture north of tlaudine % Lucile
Coulter's home.The mill pond was in Lester's pasture,somne of
the bank is still visible and the mill was 1ocated about ten
feet east of the Uoulter housé. Lots 2 & 4 are in front of the
house snd the barn ls on Lot 6.




58

The mi1ll was bullt of brick on a rock foundation. It was
bullt on the siope of a low hill with a rock wall for the
basement or lower floor. After the mill was destroyed and _
Mr. R.G.Ardrey hsd bought 1t,he used rocks from the basement
wall forthe foundation of the two additions he buillt to his
gtore, He may have used many of the bricks also,in the first
addition. ‘hen Coulters bought the site in 1935 they removed
rock to build a retaining wall along their drive and to use

in other nlacas. Yhen the yard was graded many of the rocks
were covered over.

The mill was owned by many people in the few years it was
operated. Rusgsell and wockhart sold to Archibald iicClurkin snd
Jemes WcAfees on April 17,1875.The nanme of John purns enters the
record sgs pert owner on Dec.6,1875. James #eClurkin drops out
of the firm and nugh Galderwood enters on Nov. 22nd,1876.

John surns « wife snd fugh Calderwood & wife sold to oses
Keady and James Keady on Oct.%4,1880 for § 5400,00, James Keady
sold his half interest to H..Gald erwood on Oct.17,1E882.

It geemed that the owners geldom operated the mill.The
name of Hoss uuthrie and also of m.T.Bagely appear as cperators
at different times.

The following account of the mill explosion was published
in a neighboring newspaper,probably the Coulterville Republic.

A TERRIBLE EXPLOSION.

The Engine at the Qakdale Mill Bursts,
Killing Instently Eugene ‘ilson

At 11 o'clock yesterday occured the greatest tragedy that
ever shocked our neighboring village of Oskdale. The boller 1in
the mill at that place explodad and tore the engine room to frag-
mentsa,instantly killing iir. Eugene Wwilson,who had been employed
to run the engine that day for ilir. Badgelytwho was slck.ir. Eu-
gene Wilson had his brains knocked out,and was badly scalded. He
Yegvea a wife and seven children in destitute circumstances.The
whole engine room and the engine boller,were torn to fragments,
and *he east end of tihe mi1l bullding was badly qomaged;but,stra-
nge.to say,the brick smoke stack was scarcely touched. The vill-
age was strewn with fragments,and the mill pond is full of shin-
gles,bricks,etc. '

fhe Oskdale mill was a substantial brick building,and was
well fitted up,but it sees that no person was ever guccesgsful
in running it. ir. M,T.Bagely and his son were the proprietors
gt the time of the disaster, They had leased it for two years,
but their lease was about to run out when the accldent occurred.

The mill blew up on Aug.21,1883.
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FOX BUTCHER SHOP

In the early days of Dskdale,Robert Fox and his brother John
built 2 butcher shop on the asouthwest corner of Lot3 Block 3 on
the north side of Second Street.lir.Robt.Fox lived in the house on
tnis lot.It is not known how long they operated the shop. There
was 8 barn on the back lot where they butchered. In one ené was
a log structure 1n which ice was stored in the winter.

In time irs. Mary J.Xirkpatrick bought the property and built
the house in which the Lester Guthrie fsmily lives now.During the
esrly 1900's Elihu Logsn used tne shop for his barber shop and ice-
cream perlor.ile sold fce-cream,sandwiches and ple as well as good
home-made bread made by his wife,the former Alice Gordone.

#ihen Mr. Logan moved 1o iowa,Lestar Guthrle,who nad be=n llc-
ensed to barber Oct.24,1913 began operating tne shop.Charles Hauvf-
man and Dewey idaxwell both served as apprentices before opening
their ovn shops.

Hr. Guthrie went into other businesses for a time and the
ghop was "ged for a time by Charles Xaufmsn.Later or during this
time the back room was used by Lyle licClay for a radio shop,by
Dr. Lester Barton for a dental office.krank udlenn operated a
printing oress here for several years wnile teaching in the righ
Sehool. He 4did custom printing. .

In the lste '30's Mr. Guthrie returned to barbaering snd has
continued until the progsent (1969)

Dr. Gene Stotlar used the back room for his offlice during
the years he came pn a part time basls {o practice medicine.

THE DAVID MeCLAY BUILDING

In January 1868,David iicClay bought Lots 1 % 2 in Block 3
from his partners who 1aid out the town of Qakdale. Shortly af=-
terward hé built the brick gtore which stood on the east half
of Lot 1. It was held by himself,his widow Nancy :ieClay or her
grand-dsughters until the building was sold 1o the Lancasters in
1910 for use as a bank. A1l businesses operated in the dbulilding
were tenants of lMrs. McClay or the Kennedy Sisters.

Morrison & Co. was the first one who ran a general store.

We do not know how long ne operated this store. ue gold his bus-
iness to E4 Rizxman & "B: ok 'Garnholz who used the bullding for a
general store for some years. In time they sold their pbusiness to
¥illism %leilnschmidt.In Dec. 1904 iir. Kleinschmidt moved his bus~-
jness tothe store building which ne had bought when T.V.HMeClurkin
moved iiest

‘We know nothing about how the store room was ugsed between
1904 and 1910. I+ was used as a bank from 1911 to 1968

The upstairs of the building was occupied by the #cClay's &nd
the Fennedy Sister for many yesrse. It was rented to Golvin Luney s
thenby Rev. Ferguson,the Rodman family,elter Xlingenberg Torlly,
the Harry Cumnlngham family,the Lyle Torrens family and tthe Gor-
don Davis family,each for a short time.I might have missed some
one.
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GARNHOLZ-BORCHERDINLG STORL

It seems that lr. J.D.Garnholz entered tne store business agsin
built s new frame store bullding across the gtreet from the lic-
Clay Bullding,opened anstore witn george Borcnerding as his part-
ner.in 1904.Edna Smith clerked in the store until about 1926,when
she went to St. Louis to attend Gpown's 3usinegs College. Olive
Bopcherding clerked until she was stricken with psralysis. About
1908 Anna 3elle :irkpatrick began clerking in the store snd was
later married to George Sorcherding.

The store was a very good typilcel general store of that day,
with crackers,sugar,oat-meal,salt,ruisins,etc.all sold in bulk,
out of the cracker box or the sugar perrel or the coffee bin.

They salways carried a nice line of ysard goods,shoes,nase etc. I
do not believe they ever carried woaens nats or coats,but they
did c-rry a large stock of men's work clothes,work shoes as well
as dreas shoes.

Georse took many newly married couples to St. Louis to the Lam-
mert Furniture Store and let them select their new furniture. He
didn't charge them for the trip and let them have the furnlture
gt the wholesale price. de probably gained by having them as cus-
tomers in the years ahsad.

Georee Was also a great Cardinal fan and went to St. Louils
almost every week to buy merchandise for the store. On these tripe
ne often took one or two boys with nim and in the afternoon took
them to the bsll game. “any boys saW their first big lezgue geme
with him. '

The store bought much farm produce in exchange for cash,chips,
or merchsndise. He bhougnt poultry,eggs,hams,bacon,butter,railroad
tieg and mine props. aunters sold nides of coons,possums, skunks,
after they had been dried out on a board for quite a wnile. rie
also bought raboits at o564 each which were shipped in barrels
to the city. In time they only brought 1074 and finelly could not
be sold. They also bought raw cow nides. :

The store was sold to a idr. Oates 1n 1926, He mansged 1t a-
bout a year and sold o Joe Maxwell who in turn sold out in about
a year. lir., ilaxwell moved to liashville to practice lsw snd was
goon elected to a county office,being both States Attorney and
County Judge.

Georee Borcherdlng bought the store back in 1928 snd ¥r. Garn-
holz retired and soon moved to Washville where he and iy s.Garn-
holz spent the rest of their lives.

Sometime before 1926,a second room Wwas added to the west side of
the original store. ihey nsndled linoleums,stoves and various
nousehold apnliances. ihey 2lso kent men's work clothes and I be-
1jeve they keot men’'s coats and suits.

Georse Aied suddenly of 2 heart attack on iarch 12,1939 af-
ter working in or onerating s store for 45 years. Anna Belle and
her brother Ray Kirkoatrick operated the store until 1943.Then
Anna Belle's son-in-law,James Jenley helped her for e time.

Afterthe stora was closed by ;hna Belle,she sold t he bullding
to Willism nleinscomicdt.

Dalton =ohde and ~dwin Lucza} both used it for the post office
until 1952. It was alao used for a school cafeteria and rym.
Al Guinric Tollowed by lormen Prisman conducted g halenery hane.

In 1967 r. Pyatti converted it inioc a modern Funeral iHoxe.
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KLEINSCHMIDT-wOODSIDE STORE

Some time in the early 1890's Dave Smith built an implement
shon on the corner of Lot 1,3lock 6. iHe overated 1t for some
time and is thought to have done some blacksmithing in one side.

He sold out to Thomas Valentine 7cClurkin who with his fam-
oly ran a general store. de sls0 sold 1lce-cream and home made
bread. A ir. Logan had a harber shop in the back part of the store.

Mr. McClurkin sold hls store to william Kleinschmidt snd moved
wegt. Mr. Kleinschmidt moved into the store in Dec. 1904.He also
moved into the house just west of the store which seemed to have
been occupied by the family who operated the business ad joining.

r. Kleinschmidt,assisted by hls son John,operated the store
asa general couniry store for many years. ile bought the farmer's
produce 1n exchange for merchandise,csash or chips.

For many years lr. Kleinschnidt made quite a business of ship-
ping puoltiry to the New York market. de bought up geese and kept
them on a little farm north of town about a mile,owned by 3Barney
Vasterhoven,known ag 3arney's. when 1t was the right time to reach
New York in time for e Jewlsh holiday in the fall,you could see
him and a group of boys driving a great drove of squaking geese
in from the farm and up to ilhe station to be loaded into a car
for shipment. Sometimes he took part of a car of geese and part
chickens. He slso would advertilse that on a certaln day he would
have s poultry car on the siding. The farmers would bring thelr
chickens tothe car to be weighed and loaded. Often he had a car
or two losded at Oskdale,at Ngashville and at Hoyleton on the same
day. Then the locsal freight would pick them up, hooking them all
together to make the trip to New York. _

Mr. Kleinschmidt would get two or three local boys to go with
him to New York to feed snd water the chickens on the way. He dld
not vay these boys but they got a free trip 10O New York with all
expenses paid and a rilde hsck on a2 passenger traln. He c¢could use~
uslly find olenty of boys who wanted to take this trip even though
they hnd to work on the way to New York.

My, Williem Kleinschmidt retired and moved to Nashville after
his fsmily were grown and his wife had died. John continued to
mansze the store until he died in 1937. He was asslsted by itiss
Margaret Patton.

Mr. Clarence W.Woodside bought the Kleinschmidt Store 1in 1937
snd moved his family here from 3. Louls. At this time he bought
creams,eges and chlckens from the farmers. About this time,the
stores and marages were kept open two nights a week,iiednesday and
Sagturdsy. Farmers who had cars drove them to town and those who
gt1ll drove horses hitched them to the rack along the east slde
of the storee. The stores were kept open until 11:00 o'clock. It
was a good time for everyone to do their shopping and catch up
on sll the news.

Later on they quit buying farmer 's produce.and began selling
appliances. +ith electricity in all the homes in both town and
country there was a big demand for radios,refrigerators,washers,
1ater stoves and T.V.'s,
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At firast he handled Crosley apnlisnces,the Kelvinator and
in 1949 he secured the Frigidare franchise. For lack of room
and in order to have a display room,ir. Woodside built an ad-
dition to his store on the west side of ot.

Ed Hudspeth,nis son-in=law and hls wife have now bought out
the Apnlisnce Buginegs and ir. Voodside continues to hsndle gro-
ceries,meats,staple dry goods,and a great deal of nails snd small
hardnare supnlies. He gsells bottled goas for stoves and used to
sell gasoline until the law was changed which forbids parking on

streets to buy gas and til)l the gravel road to the west wzs re-
gurfaced and widened,{(1969--7) '

r. Hugh Boyle owned and operated an lmplement shop in a bulld-
ing Just west of the Decker Shop from 1904-1908. He sold out to
Mr, James Sloane and .r. Henry Brammeler wno sold machlnery there
for some time., lir. Jas. iicClay did e gre~t deal of their mechanic-
al repair work. I bellieve that James Tweedy worked for them for
2 time before he moved to Florida. Lester Guthrie and Charles
Brammeier must have used the same bullding for t heir garage.

VicKEAN DRUG STORE

Mr., John McKean bullt a drug store on Lot 4,Block 4 in the
early days of Jakdale. He had bee=n in a similar but smaller store
as a partner of James iforrison,before Oskdale was nlatted. Since
Mr. ¥cKean was not a licensed drugsist he could only sell patent
medicines.He also sold candy,sum,etc. and school books and sup-
plies. Mr, licKean was School Trustee for 37. years. .

Yhen the televhone system was first installed in Oskdale,

Ur., McKean kept the first switch board in his store. He operated
the switch board from 1902 to 1910. w«r. McKean died in 1915.

Shortly sfter the death of iir. iicKean,Lester Guthrie bought
hig store snd continusd to overate it as a suppller of patent
medicines,school books snd supolies, ‘e azlso partitioned off a
place in the rear of his store as an lce-cream parlor.de was Post
Master,followed by his wife iladge and they kept the post office
in the store from QOct.1l,1922 -Aug.31,1944, He then put in a line
of groceries and cold meats which he sold for several years. As
he returned to full time barbering,he closed out the grocery store.

At the present time,the building 1is used as & polling place
for elections.

KIRKPATRICK BUILDING

In 1912,Ray Kirkpatrick built e small bullding with glass
front for use as a post office. It was located on the west half
of Lot 1 Block 3. Re ran the post office here from 1913 to 1918
when he moved to Kansas,selling his buillding to Jack Gamble.
Mr. Kirkpstrick also built the house on Lot 2 Block 3,which he
g0ld to lr. D.P .Carson. Now owned by lir. Ed Sterns.




-

63

Jack Gamble mov~d his business from the Ardrey Building to '
his new locstilon. Jack d1d a good business in fresh meat for a
small town.He killed and orocessed tnhe meat himself. He also did
custom grinding of sausage for farmers,thereby making the Job of
ssusage making much easier. ir. Gantle,ssststed by his wife Lols,
continued with his business until his death from a heart attsck
jn the summer of 1938. '

After Jack's death,iirs.Gsmble continued to run the gtore
with the help of a clerk., She bought the mest which she sold
from the Bowman lsrket in Coultsrville. When the work seemed too
much for Mrs. Gamble,she sold the business and nroperty to :ir.
Lyle Torrens. '

Lyle continued with lhe grocery and meat business asslsted
by his wife Gertrude,until about 1948 when he moved to Nashville
to work for the ‘ashington County Servlce Company.

For several years Ralnh Shreeman used the store building as
» shop for his nlumbing business.

This building was torn down in 1967.
' OAKDALE STATE BANK

After opening a bank with private capltal in the Ardrey Build-
ing ig 1908 or 1909,Vharles Lancaster bought Lots 1 & 2 in Block
3 in Oakdnle from the Kennedy Slsters on Jetober 25,1910.The deed
for the property is recorded-vVol.lOl,page 542,

In the meantime the bank was reorganlzed and local busliness
men and farmers from a large area in the community,bought shares
of stock,valued at 3 25.00 per share. The new bank was nsmed the
Oskdale Fermers 3ank to be the other offlcers. un May 26,13911,Chas.
Lancaater and wife deeded the above named lois to the Oakdale Far-
mers Bank, Recorded in Vol.ll6,pnage 2b2.

On Nov.8,1920, the Oskdale Farmers Bank_ was reorganlized in ac-
cordance with the Illinois 3anking Laws and became the Oakdale
State 3abk with caopital stock of % 15,000.00. This meant that in
order to mest the law,each stock holder had to invest an addition-
al % 75.02 for each share of stock he had,if he wished to contin-
ue as a stock holder. iowever the bank was doing well so increas--
ing the caolital was favorsbly accepted.

During the Devression Deys,the bank along with thoussnds of
others closed. Our bank was closed in Sec.193%2, On March 4,1933
Pres. Roosevelt closed all banks in the nation in a Bank ilorit-
orium. Banks were allowed to reopen as soon as they could meet
the requirements of the FDIC. At that time the stock holders were
responsible for 200% of t he face value of thelr stock.

Suginess has continued 1o grow,copital stock has been increas-
ed,some stock has changed hands,and the bank has now been moved
to a new building which is modern snd is now equinped to render
bvetter service,including Safety 3oxes, Night Depository and Drive-
Up Window.

Mr. J.w.Allen and Dr. T.G.Tibby have been cashiers. At the
pregent time Stanley Coulter 1s cashier,assisted by his wife,

Virginia. They movsd into the new bank Dec.21,1968.
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SMITH BLACKSHMITH & WAGON SHOP

On April 21i1868,Robert Smith paild $ 1.70 taxes on S pt W %
NE Sec.28-3=4,7% acres.On Jan.l4,1869 he paid ¢ 7.60 total tax
on the above described 7% acres,plus 40 acres SEGNE Sec.29=3-4
and on Lots 4 %6 in Block 10 in Ozkdale. Lots value 3 12.00 each.

We know that some time in 1868 he bought the Kelsey Forge in
Oskdale snd moved from his old shop in Sec.28 zlong with a house
ne had there to the Oakdale property. He built the old shop much
as 1t looks today(1969) except for the shed on the wesat side which
was sdded in 1936.There was s wide porch and ramp on the soutn
glde which was ugsed to move finished wagons from the loft to the
shed which was on the east side of the shop many years ago.iir.R.
Kirkpatrick tells us that lr.Smith did most of his wagon work and
repair work in this shed after his sons Wes and Dave had learned
the blacksmith trade. The loft was used for storage of wagon paris
which he hauled out by wagon from St. Louls. They had an o0ld stesn
engine south of the shop,triggered up 10 run the trip-hammer,emery-
stone,etc.r. Kirkpatrick ran the engine one summer.

As childr=n we llkedto play in the loft with a big old bellows
and other things storedup there. .e also like to turn the crank
to blow the coals on the forge to a flame and to watch the sparks
fly from the bigz erind-stone, -

lr. Smith csrried s little dsy book in his vest pocket in
which he recorded all work he did that was not paid for immediate-
ly when the work was finished.karly settlers whose names do not
appear elther pald when the work was completed or they were not
nis customers.These sre the nameg recorded in 1874,along wilth new
names sdded in 1875 snd '76.

Ben jamin Bush, Henry Carson, John Guy,L.Garlick,J.P.Hibbard,
Jags. Chesney,John Carson,.iichael Hubler, Jchn Kirkpatrick, Samuel
Kemps, James Torrens,dJohn Boyd,John Foust,Richard Boyd,iloses Keady,
Sol Maxwell, Yrs. Frances mc01ay,Nm.McKinstry,Chas.McElhinney,
Jomes McClurkin, Joseph P atton, Jomes Piper, George Stephenson,
Robert North,Franc=es Torrens,Robert Ceggs,5.3.0wens,John LicElroy,
My, Dsborn,James Kemps, Alexander Leslie,Robert lclean, John Luney,
Robert iicConnall, Robert iicAfee,James danning, Amos Snyder,S.S5zm>le,
John Donnelly, Arthur Dempsey, Ross Guthrie, wm.Balley, Iverson
Jones,Fredrick Wilson,St=phen Munaffey, James llurphy,Thomas Kerr,
Mra. Carr, John Carmiche#«l,Frances wilkins,David Dempsey,Tnomas
¥eConnell, John McCloy, Robert Ramsey, Mr. durray, Jonn Corpeng-
hing.

‘'Tha next year these new names sppear:iugh Brovnlee, James i.C-
Gauley,Joseph Temole,Henry Wlens, John Sloane, bavid willey,R.Todd,
Jes., Christy. James znd Adam Boyle appear in 1876.

(This is a lengthy list put 1in to show the names wnich have
digappesred from the community as well as those who have remained)
Ag iy. Smith zrew togold to contlnue worxing,hls shop was
rented to ¥r. Charles Branmeler who carried on blacksmithing in

the shop zs well as working on cars for sev=ral years.

In 193%6,the west shed was built on and ii r. John Brammeler
worked as blacksmith and wood worker for about nine years.

Herman Frilemsn operated a gsrage in the old shop for twenty-
nine yszrs until he rstirced in 1S00.

o
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GEQRGE J. DECKER
L.R.H.

George J.Decker was born in P1llot Knob Township,Sec.4 on
October 20,1884, He came to Quxdale in 1300 and started blackw
gmithing in a shop about 24 by 24 feet loczted in 3Block 11,

A man by the name of Shuberti had blacrxsmithed in the same
phop for some time before and s ir. Ramsey had blacksmithed 1in
the shop 1in 1805.

When Mr. Deciker started he bought the shop from ir. JaWa
Torrens and Mrs. Ren Edger. George Decker bullt a shed on to this
building and us=d it thet way until 1919 wnen he bullt the present
building on +the same site. lThe new bullding was 30 by B0 feet and
weg connected to a smaller bullding to the east making i1 now ©0
by 80 feet under one roof.In building the new shop,ir. Decker
made a basement under part or all of 1t. Dirt taken from tns bsse-
ment was used to T11l1 the cut in the hilllside made by the old HKas~
waskia-Vincennes Trail which wes at the south end of tie building.

In 191€ Ir. Decker got s contract with the “cCormick Deering
Implement Company to sell thelr machinery. He sold hisa first trac-
tor to Gus Leich in 1926 snd @ard Auld bought the second one in
1628, J.Ren licClay bought the third one in 1930. They were 10~-2C's
with st=el wheels with cleats pulling two 14 inch plows. They vere
very sturdy tractors and msny of these 10=-20'a lasted for a great
number of y<ars. '

Wr. Decker kept a helver for many years. Charles Brammeler
worked with him ag an auto mechanic and learned tne blacksmith-
ing trade before he opensd hls own shop in the Smith Shop. John
Brammeler worked with dr. Decker about ceven years before he
opened his own blacksmith anc wood worzing shop in a shed bullt
on t0 the west sids of the Smith Shop. Leo Lake worked a short
time snd Ed Stearns also worked agbout a year.

In 1546 iir. Decker quit the blacksmithing business and rented
the shop to ¥William Xroener who continued there until the shop
wae sold in 1953,

lr. Decker had been in the seed business in a small way be-
fore 1946, At this time he devoted all nis time to the seed bur-
inegs in the east part of the bullding. He bought amnd sold co¥-
peas,sweet clover,red clover,legpedeza seed,etc.lle carried on
this work for 13 wears or until wvetober 195G. He sold the build=~
ing to Jack Basten who ased all the bullding for handlinf seed,
Bsgtian £old the bullding and gmed business to Willard Harris of
Uetropolis ,Illinols 1in 1363.

John Brammeier started a blacksmith sSnop in a shed buillt on
to the west side of the old Smlth shop in 1936. He continued to
operate’ this shop until 1946, He gtarted to do part time truck-
ing in 1943, He qult the shop to do full time trucking in 194¢
and continued until 1359---hauling cosl,ferm grain to elevators,
making regular trips 1o the stock yards in East St.Louls and bring-
ing back lozds of stock feed.
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OAFDALE GARAGES

Lester Guturlie and Charles Brammeler had the first garsace
in Qakdale. It was located in a building Just west of what’
kno'm as Decker's shop and wag cwned by Henry Brammeler and
James Sloane. They repaired carg and sold !odel T Fords.

The Guthrie and 3rammeler Garage was discontlnued after
about two years, After this Charles worked for George Decker
as blacksmlth and auto nmechasnic for a few years,then went into
blacksmithing and auto repailr business for himself in the Smith

Blacksmith Shop btuilding. After several years Cherlesg sold his
business to Herman Frieman in October 1934,

FRIEUAN'S GARAGE - October 29,1934--October 29,1966

On October 29,19%4 Harman and Orval Frisman bought the Chas.
Brammeier Blacksmith smné Garage business and started a garage
and service station known as frieman 3ros. Garage.

During the first winter we gold Conoco products and got aleco
hol in five gallon cans from iascoutah. the only all weatlner road
was the rock road from vakdale to Lively Grove,whlch was bullt
in the gummer of 1934.4t tlmes business was awfully slow. 1 rem-
ember one day that Jimale poyle walxzed in and bought one =allon
of kerosene which sold for 10¢,the only sale of the day. Gasolilne
at one time as a speclal sold 7 gallcns for % 1.00. In the spring
of 1935,we changed to D.X. products. Ewald Doelling of Addleville
was the distributor,.

In PFebrusry 15$37,Horman Frieman bought out Orval and 1t stlll
remsined Frieman Broa.udzrage. Orval,better known as "Dude" sold
out on the advice of his doctor that he get away from so much
gas fumes,s0 he took a }ob selling cars at dashvllle for the Ford
Yotor Company which was operated by !r. Shanks. Jim Calne workec
for us the szummer of 1333.

In April 1342,Normen sold out to me,Herman,and I became the
gole owner of what was Zhnen Xnown as Frieman's Garage. Norman
went to work as fireman on the ilo, Pacific R.R. Steve Schaefer,
Jr., who weg then a student at Ozxdale Hlgh School,worked for me
at noon and after school and on Saturdays and during the summer
vacation,from April 8,1542 to July 15,1943. :

Trom July 15,1943 to September 1,1946 I took care of 1t by
myself most of tne time with the help of my wife Edna,who sold
gas and oll,patched tires,cut the lining from brakxe shoss and

helnad clean up oarts. Shs could have been a good mechanic be- ..

sides 5 good wife and mother. iy Dad,fiznry Frieman could not do

much mechanical » rk but 1t was z2lways a great pleasure Just
having him sround ané he helped more tihan most people think.
Edna neloed me off and on as long as I weas 1in buslnesa, At
times 1t was necessary to bring Delores and Kathyrn down to the
garace while I would go out to the couniry or go after parts.
Edna slso made many trips after parts. In later years shz did - .

all of my book worz,including tuking care of all the sales tax
and income tax,.
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Novemnber 15,1943 to Februsry 6,1945 Eddie .luslelax woried
for for me,vert time. On Dec.1%,1944 to Jct.1350,Clayton Iben-
dahl worked for mwe,with the exceptlion of six weeks,when ne &gnd
one of the vampbell boys ran Yurmer's Service Statlon located
where ailliam Kroener's 3Blac«smith Shop 1s operated.(L56G)

"Then Clayton left me,and hls Uncle Ted +00K a job menzgling 3urg-
hardtd Poultry Farm at Fayetteville,Ill,

Benny Dintlemen worked for we from Sent.l,1546 untlil idarch
15,1947. ¥Xenny Dintlemen worked for me from :Suy 1,1247 to June
15,1947, wtis Piper worked for me from Jan.1,1348 until Feb.10,
1948, Utle d1d me a tremenduous favor whnich I will elways be
greteful for,zs 1t was durlng the 1llness and Geatin of my fTather,
ag I was away from the garage most of the time and Clayton nezd-
ed help. Ctis hed another job he wss supposed to go to but would
not leave me until T was free to come back to WOrkKk regularly.

Ngam" Cnolmers Brammeler ceme to worx for me iarch 1,1948
and continu2d with me until Cct.23,196¢. From the time of our
vegin ing until 1360,we were open every Wednesday and Saturday
night and usually half days on holldays. It was not unconmon On
Saturdsy nights to be there until 12:00 o'clock. I was always
very fortunatc in having good honest and likesble Doys and zen
1o help me. There were also a few others who helned me wheén I

, vas in a bind,such as Lyle .icClay,Daulton Rohde,Earl Hammond and
* Jim Henley., If I have forgotten to mentlon anyone,lI apopoglze.

Sam worked for me the longeat,almost nlneteen years. 1 never

thought of Sam as working for me,he was a 1ot closer than thate
' Contributed by Herman Frleman

BRAMHMEIFR'S D.X.SERVICE

During the summer of 1966, Chalmera(Sem) Brauneler built a
new modern garage of concrete block in the black top road Just
on the eastern edge of the village. It ie well egquipped with
mcdern machinery and Sax givee good servicé on cars,tractors
or lawn mowars. He also sells D.X. gasoline and other p.X.pro=-
duCtg;m 1g often assisted by hils fatner Charles Brammeler 1in the
summer or by his wife Bettle when he is called out of town.

He opened his shecp o1 October 30,1906, we wish him well for
at lTeast as long as Herman Frieman had his gara@ie.

e . ————

|'he Qakdales area wWas voted 1nto :the Uoulterville Fire pistrict
in April 27,1368. ELECTRICITY ..

in the middle 1920's there were Delco Light systems in Bor-

cherding and Kleinschmidt's Stores,Guthrie’ s brug Store,the x.Pe
Church and severgl farm nomes.These were 32 volt systems using
asoline generators o charge storzsge bapteries.
& Through the @Worxk of Lester Guinrle,ihey were able to pe?suage
the T11.P ower Co.to build a power into Oakdale.Power was turne

Y ( ber 1630. .
on ighgcg?:.h.béilt power linas into the ares In Dee.)959.
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THE RAILROAD AT OAKDALE

Durine the springend sumner of 1886,the Centralia and Chez-
ter Rallroad Company secured ithe "pight-of-way not to exceed
100 feet"for the railroad which the company Was atout to con=-
atruct.{we have a rlght-of =iay eagsement glven S.L.Coulter. )

They sterted to build the railrosd llne through OJakdale 1n
1888, 1he farmers of the communitly vwho wished to were hired 1o
use their team and hand scraper to build the roadbed. It was com-
pleted and the traln atarted running in 1892. Farmers alsoO used
thelr teams and scrapers to make the railroad laxe built on ine
Kelso farm,located about itwo miles nortn of Vakdale,in the fall
of 1902. '

The tralns were pulled by a stesm engine. For mseny years
there was a frelght trailn each way per day and a two-car pas-
genger traln easch way,morning and evenlng per day. On tne pas-
genger train,the front part of the first car was for carryling
baggage and mall and the back part of the car Was for passen-
gers who wished to smoxe. The second car was sll for passengers.
Some time in the early 1900's the traln bacame known as the Ill-
inois Southern.

To show that the locomotlves were not very powerful,they uged
two engineg for a freight of much length. During the winter of
1917 the train could not run for over a week because the anow
hed drifted so high they would get stuck.Farmers had to dig out
the roads where they were drifted shut. Those children who went
to high school in Nashville were taken in bob-sled or buggles.

For some reason the rallroad was shut down from December 1919
until June 1921. During this tlme the mail,all freight and people
had to depend on a few automoblles but mosktly horse-drawn vehlcies
togo any place. : '

In June 1937,tne Nashville Journal reported)The Migsourl Pac-
1f1c Railroad Company had instslled a deigel engine train on the
M.I.2ailrozd running one traln ezch direction daily between Salenm
and Chester," .

It seemed that the #iggouri-Pacific Co.bought the Ill.South-~
ern when 1t dlscontinued gervice snd when service was regumed 1in
1921,1t was known as the Ho-Ill. Rallroad or }4 & I.Wwhen the trailn
10at the conirsct for hauling mail,the passenger train was reduced
in slze to one car nicknamedthe "Doodle Bug". The end of passen-
ger service came on March 15,1954, Many local people rode it on
its lasgt rune.

Mike Fitzgerald was the senior englneer for many years,mostly
on the passenger irain untll his retirement at the age of T3 years.
He dled May 1956,his wlfe was the former Floesie licClay. John
Carson of Sparts,who grew up in the Oakdale community,was the en-
gineer on one of the freight trains for many years until nls re-
firement.He still lives in Sparta viith his wife,the former Hennah
Frieman of near Elkton. '

The roilroad still does a rather large freight business,tho
there has not been a statlon agent for many yeors,The statlon
building was sold 10O wi{11llard Harrls about 1965. fe moved 1t
gouth of his other butlidings zné along with additional consiruc=
t1on convertaed it for use in his seed business.
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HISTORY OF THE GRAIN BUSINESS IN OAKDALE
. o L.R.He

For many years after the milll blew up,iir. iloses Keady,who
ovned a half interest in the mill at tnat time,hauled {lour
and other mill products from the Adcieville 11111 ané sold 1t
from a shed he had bullt east of his house which is now owned
by #r. Albert pintleman. The north blacktop road probably lies
across its former locatlon. wmr. Keady hauled this flour and
feed in a2 wagon wlth side=-boards,making the trip frequently.
He continued tnis trade into the early 1300 s,

#hen the Joseph lMazwell's bought the property about 1912,
this shed was moved behind the house whers it stlill stands.

A wheat buying station has been in Oakdale from aboutl 1820,
1 was own=d by the Camp Spring iilllng Company of Hashville,and
for a time E.W.Balley was the buyer.

Robert Osborn took over the management in 1894. There vas
nothing but a small building for feed and flour with a very
small office in one corner. A amall wagon scale had been built
along the railroad track,and a frelght car would be spotted for
the buyer's us= so the grain coulc be weighed and unloaded into
the car. If it took saveral days to load,the railway did not cok
1-ct a per diem fee, 30me years 1atar an addition was added to
the original building for the storage of grain,and an elevator
was added to load the grain into cars.

Robert Osborn guit the job in 1906 when an interest in the
Oakdale 1location was shown by the Sauers %311ling Co. of Lvans-
ville,Ill. )

In 1907 a small bullding was constructed near the depot,and
wheat was again loaded 1into railwey carg.-In the gpring of 1507,
the farmers purchased a plece of land stretching 200 f=et along
the track and reaching 120 feet to the east,from C.E.Balley at
a cost of % 250.00 for the Sauers liilling Co. to bulld sn eleva=
tor upon. The new elsvator had a capaclty of 15,000 bushels and
cost about % 3020,00. If I remembder correctly,labor cost about
$ 1.25 per day.

James Boyle bought the property of the Camp Spring L1lling
Co.,thean owned by H.H.Cordes in the winter of 1908 and later
constructed two more bulldings on the site. In the 1920's lr.
Boyls bought ground norta of this 1ocation .and constructed -two
bulldings with elevating machinery and a dump acale, He operated
this business until 1932. He was very energetic and bullt up the
businesas,shipning into Qpkdale the firast carload of commercisl
feed. ¥r, Boyle sold the businesgs to the Huegley Elevator Co. -
in 1946. Ray Sledge op=arated it for a time,but they mever got to
buying grain due to the fact the bullding was get along a DasS
track that was bullt for the roilroad’'s personal use ,and nothing
would bes spotted on this track excepl for the Carrier's use.

The roilroad waes shult down from Decl.1615 until June 1021,
and nnthing could be shipped froem thls statior. However,ihe

e an e e e
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Sauers lidlling Co. hired equlpment end operated from Evansville
Lo Coulterville whare the I.C.Rallwoy plcked up thelr flour and
fesds,

The Smuers lf11ling Co. built an addltional building in 1927
installing a cleaning machine which wes popular at that time.
Ihis was completed at a cost of § 3,000.,00. In the meagntime an
sdditional house was constructed on the gite for feeds by the
dau=re ¥illing Co and one on the locaticn by Robert Osborn,which
now hag been convertad into an office. '

Robert Osborne ratirsd in 1639 and Harry Osborn worked for
th= Sausrs Milling Co. until the summzer of 1949 when all the
properties of the Sauers iillling Co. were so0ld to the Gilster
¥i1ling Co. of Steeleville,Ill. The owners of the Sauers milling
Co. hed died in the mesntime and poor management had caused a
great loss 1n the business. -

The Gllster Milling Co. operatsd the business with Harry Os-
born as manager for five years. They started to buy soybeans
1951, Soybeang viere coming to the front as a major crop in the
communlity.

The Gllster #1l1ling Co. sold to Harry and Laura Ogborn in
1953%,.The Osborn's continued in the buslness untill 1962 when 1t
was sold to Sam leeks of Brookport,Ill. The new owner made gsome
improvements,putting in a truck scale and hegan buying wilithout
¢leaning. He also changed the name 1o "Tne Qakdale Gralin Co."
Ye had & man to continu= operating the business until the sum-
mer of 1963 when he sold to Williard Harris of jfetropolls,Ill.,
who continued to operate under the name of "Oakdale Grain Co."

Under 'Yr. Harris,the nlace has been improved by acquliring
an additional 300 Tt. of lend along the tracks,adding an addi-
tional unloading place, building additional shede to handle
feeds,as well as erscting geveral large storage bins with driers
end shoots for easy handling of grain. He 8150 handles a nitro=-
gen fertilizer business.

The Wpshington County 3ervice Co. bought the Oakdale Grain
GCo, from #illlard Harrig and took over operation on June 1,1968,
with Don Finke as menager,assisted by Carrcl Ste-n. The Service
Co. is erecting a large shed to further expand the handling of
fertllizers.

Robert Osborn and his son Harry operated the graln buying
business at Oakdale continuously from 18394 until 1962 with the
exception of one and a half year when the railroad was shut down.
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OaAKDALE LuUmSeR Yakw

The D.Rixman Lumber Company was owned and operated by
D.Rixman and four of hls sOns. The Oakdale luaber yard wae
built by Reinhard Hixman,a Son of D.Rizman,in 19C3 and oOper-
ated by him until 1912. .alter Snyder worked for -him at Vake
dale for some time then was moved to thelr yard in Irvington
in 1611.

The D.Rixman Famlly owned and operated a chain of seven
1umber ysrds,which were located 1n Centralis,:doyleton,Ilrving-
ton,Nashville,Oakdale,Goultervillc and Buford.

After Reinhard Rixman left Oakéale in 1912,John Duecker
of Nashville became manager and operated the yard assisted by
hig son 7#illiam. On John Dumcizer's retirement,hlis son Wwilliam
continued ag manager until ifay 1,1945. At tnils time John Rein-
hardt of Elkton became manageXl.

The lumber yard was sold in November of 1945 to a group of
business men of Npshville ,Byron House,Lawrence 1ouge, Dr. Lester
Partomn, E.G.Machin,J.W.Huegely,ﬁeuss,etc. John Reinnardt remain-
ad On as manager.

The latter part of December 1955, the Addieville Lumber Com=-
nsny hought the yard and still In 1669 they own it and John Rein-
hardt operates the yard. Ur. Reinhardi is always busy while at
thea yardé, vhen not waiting on customers,he 1is busy making gates,
wagon beds,truck beds, or any other article which the farmers
need which he can maske of wood.

HONEYWELL 'S BALLOON LANDS AT OAKDALE
From a cli»ning kept by lrs. Rebecca Hood,taken from the Nacsh-
ville Journal,probably about 1310.

"Pyo balloons went up Tuesday from ihe Aero Club Groundes in
St . Louis. The balloon,St. Louls No.3,plloted by 5,Louls Von Phul
with Miss Eva Tanguay and Horatlo Bowman of Alton aboard,landed
near Turkey Hill,Ill. twenty-seven miles from St.Louls,at 3 o'
clock P .M.,three hours from the start.

The new 40,000 cuble foot balloon of H.E.Honeyw=ll,wlth ¥Wm
F.Agsman as pilot,and LE.P ercy noel,acting secretary of the Aero
Club landed at Oakdale,forty-five miles from St. Louls,tihree .
hours and fifty minutes after the getaway. 'ihe balloon started
at 12 o'clock and lended at 4:45 P.M.,one mile west oF Dakdzale
at Albert Kemps' place. Ray Kerznatrick seized the rope€ which
dragzed in the road and alded the balloonlists in getting down
to tarra firma. the partles returned to St. Louls by rall visa
Coulterville.

Mra. Charles Rohde of Elkton,who with her sister-~in-law,
¥rs. Wm Rohde of Oakdale ,saw the alrcraft come dovn and con~
versed with the aeronauta.The balloon was taken to Oakdale
gtation and shipped to St. Louis."

[P
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JOHN PIPER - SUCCESSFUL STOCKMAN

An undated article in the John Piper Scrap-book had on the
gsme page an artlicle concerning Rev. Ritchie who served the U.P.
Church as nestor 1891-1895, Also an i1tem sbout the desth of Iir.
Greenville Rountres,z successful farmer and one of the first
pettlers in the Elkton area. '

"I wish to call your attention to the fact that Washington
County 1s Just taking the lead in the Southern part of the state
for good stock. And to any doubtful Thomss of the fact,let him
cast hls eye over the followlng list of premiums taken by one
of ourlesding stockmen,John Piper. iHe opened the fall circuit at
Belleville,taking in all 13 premiums,l0 blue and 3 red;at .it.
Vernon he took 13 more,8 blue and 5 red; at Centralia he took 16,
g blue and 7 red; at Pinckneyville he took 14,11 blue and 3 red;
and at Cheater he took 15 more,9 blue and 6 red. He took in all
71 nremiums,47 first and 24 second. Amount of money,3 364.00.--

, "Ur. Piner 1s certainly entitled to great credit for his ef-
forts to improve the stock of our county."

Mr. Plper was born between Elkton and Lively Grove. At the
time thls article was published,he lived on his farm in Pilot
Knob Township. He later moved to Oskdale and continued in the
stock breeding busineass for msany years.

Mr. William Douglas was his assistant.

REUNION OF OAKDALE VETXRANS DEC.17,1913

"The annual reunion of the Veterans Association of OQakdale
was held at the home of iir. and ilrs. John Piper in Osakdale in
Dec,11lth, The soldiers look forward to tnis reunion with antici-
pation,as at this time they not only meet their comrasdes and
talk aboutthe o0ld times,but they enjoy the oyster dinner and
supper and this day 1s a great feast day forthem. ‘hen the sol-
diers and their wives gathered at the home of lir. and lrs. Piper
there was every evidence of a good time,and a Jjolly good time
they had. '

The dinner which consisted of oysters and other good things
was sumptuous. The patriotic speeches made by lessrs. illler,
Luney and others were fine, Revs. Gardenler and Matton also made
gpeeches sultable to the occasion. ihe patriotic songs tinrilled
our hearts with patriotism and the songe sung by slex iicAlllster
made the soldiers think of the days gone by,especlally the song
of the “01d@ Ccffee Kettle." Late in the afternoon supper waa ser-
'ved and after the singing of a few patriotic songs,in which all
joined,the festivity closed with the song, ‘Home ,Sweet Home",
thankine ‘r, and lirs. Piper for thelr royal entertainment and
expressing the hopne that they might all meet again next year.

The soldiers present were :R.G.Ardrey,S.L.Coulter,John Boyd,
Wm. Miller, R.Carrick, C. Kingston, J.ll.Torrens, R.Luney, T.lcLean,
J.Sloane, R.lMcConnell,J.Piper,D.,Duguid,A.lcallister,A.Balley and
D.ificAuley."

The above was publlished In the Naghville Journal as dated.

ity W
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THE FIRST AIRPLANE TO LAND IN OAKDALE TOWNRSHIP
. . by LURIH.

The hesdlines in the DAILY ADVOCHt= of Bajleville on June
14,1917 re=ad “Aviation Camp Site To Be Near 5 lleville."Six
hundred forty acres in Sailon Valley Townsnlp were selected
as the site

Construction began July 1,1917. The contract called for 52
buildings including 12 hangars to be completed in 60 doys.

About 3000 workers were employe=d at peak construction activity.

The nroject was accepted from the contractor,S5ept.1,1317
and Scott Field,as it was called,geared quickly for its «orld
War I role as a nrimary pilot training hase.

The first airplan= assembled at Scott Field took to the air
Sept.2,1917 and 9 days later training began.

In the summer of 1918 they needed a landing place so© they
could 40 some cross country flylng and Kate Cuhl's pacture ,which
was locsted near Tamaroa wWas chosen.

On June 5,1918 eleven planes flew from Scott Field to Tamaroca
1anding snd after a short tlme returned to their homxe base. That
day my father and I were working out along the road when the mall
carrier,Dalton Rohde,Sr.,came zalong. He aaked us 1f we had seen
the alrplaneg.illy father replled that we nad heard a roasring sound
but had failed to s=e anytuing.

The next morning the storted flying over and probabdbly two - -
dozen were sightad by us. Vften four or five could be secen at
one time. All individuals in thes community were very excited ab-
out them. At any time a plane was heard they would siop whatever
they were doing and scan tne skies for a plane. inis continued
almost daily. ~ince Oakdule Township 1s in direct line betwesn
Scott Field and Tamaroa many of the planes flew in sight of our
home. One of my greatest desires,as a teenager,was to see one on
the ground,so I could get a good look at it,but they always kept
going until they were out of sight. . _

However one afternocon in the summer of 1918 I heard one that
was making an unusual sound. It would be loud at times,then 1t
could scarcely be heard. then I saw 1t flying lowar and circle=
ing to the sougheast of our hone. Thinking it was going to land
I started ruaning as fa~t as I could across the field in that
direction. Befores I had gotten half way there,it landad in the
north field of what was then the farm of lir. Ren Edgar ,now e
Auld's,which was directly west of where Charles Auld lilves now.

I was the firast one tnere. The two fllers were working on
the front part of the plane, I walxed sround it a couple of times
gently touchling the winge and rudder as I ¢id so,but at the sume
time eager to climb up and look into the cockpit. I was afrald
to do so lest the flyers would run me off.

They soon sald they thought they had 1t in running condition
go one of the flyers cliambsd into the front cockpit. He buckled
his n=lmet and pulled his goggles,while tine other fellov went tO
the front of the plane and turned the propeller a time or two
then the pilot yellnd,'contact". Haaring this the other flyer
pave a mighty pull on the propsliler and jumped out of the way.
the enpine startsd with a rosx,
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I was standing forty or Tifty feet bahind the plane thinking
I was in a snfe plsce,but to my surprise the vind came swisning

back,bloxinz my strasw hat off and I scurried in another direc-
tion as fast as I could.

1The other flyer got into the back cockpit and the pllot tax~
1sd the sirplane up to the south end of the field and turnred nor-
thward down the fisld,the plane moving faster and faster,and fin-
ally took to the alr. :

I had be=n so0 interest<d watching the alrplane that I hadn't
noticed until it was off the ground that people were coming from
every direction, I guegs a dozen of us stood there watching it
disapoear into the sky. One car 15ad had come out from Ozkdale,
the others were mostly nelghbors who had come on foot,on horse
back or in bugey.

That waes one day I will never forget.

FIRST CAR IN OAKDALE

Charlie Balley was first with a Stanley Stesmar.
Theodore Brown had the second car,a red one. Charlie Houston had
the third car. It was an Intermatlional two cylinder,solid rubber
tireg,caorbide lights,rubber bulb horn,1905 model.

Conrad Bassler got an International lixe the Houston car and
later sold it to Dave Smith. This was the first car I rode 1in
gbout 1913 -

FIRST RADIOS IN OAKDALE

Lawrence Hood had the first radilo around Oakdale in 1922.
He instslled the first radios in Oakdale. ile installed s Cros-
ley for George Rorcherding. Next he instelled ean Atwater Kent
for John Kleinschmidt when he lived where the Carr's live today.
Later he built a radio for Dr. Tibby. The fourtih he installed
was for robert Osborne. It was a three tube with a loud sp=aker.

The W.S.Coulter family got a Crosley-three tube with loud
epeaker and also ear phenes for Crrigtnas 1623. The Will Cerson
family got one about the next yesr.

ALL WEATHER ROADS

The firg+ all weather rcad out of Qukdgle stsrted in front
of the United P resbyterian Church and went west out of town
t0o klkton and on to Llvely Grove.This road was made of loose
rock end was built in 1934, rew changes were made in the road
axcept that the right of way was wldened,the rosdbed was also
widaned. 1he bigzest change ls Jakdale wag to remove the old
iron bridge which spanned the Elkhorn Creek and bulld e con =
crete bridge,a large culvert type whose parallel side wglls and
top were well re=inforced with iron rodas. The hills on both sides
of the cresk wers cut down and the dirt used to fill in the road-
bed over the new bridpe to a depth of five or six feet. Inls al-
moat did away with the Oskdale hills on the roadway.
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The old bridge by the former John B.Carson farm west of
town was not changed although 1t was narrow and was set at an
awkward ongle,but because 1t was a substantial concrete bridge
and nad bean buillt about twenty yesrs earlier then the old wood-
en bridpge washed out,lt wss 1eft. Large tile wiere used to re-
place old bridges across small creeks south of Elkton.

The second all weather road started in front of the United
Presbyterian Church and with few exceptions followedihe old rosad
to the southsast,crossing Route 127 then ezst,crossing Route 51
snd on to Du Bols. The rosd 1s a blacktop congtructed by the state
The wogk on the right-of-way began in 1937 and 1t was completed
in 193%. .

The rignht-of- way was widensd in comnliance with state lave.
Probably the most change in ine locztion of the roadbed was in
the srea between where the road left Oakdale at the corner of
Main and Taird Stre=t and the nlace about a mlle east of town

shere the new roasd passed near the foot of the Knob, ilill on the
north side rather than to cross it aboul half way up the side

of the hill. ithe old cut is still visible in Theodore Brammelier's
field. As the o0ld road left town,it turned the corner to the
north and in the middle of the block was met by the road east
from the north strest; the two rozds ran together to the place

in front of John Brammeier's shed where the old log post~office
had stood,then divided as tne old tralls had divided.The road

to the southeast passs=d beiween the 0ld depot snd ithe Ostorne
Elevator,thence east on the south gide of the hedge row that 1s
north of tarl lagnis' home,snglling back to the present roadwey

in front of Oscar HcClay's house.The old and new rosdbeds rean
together until it was necessary to veer northward to avold cross-
ing the Knob H111l,A few other changes were made mostly to cut

off corners.Old wooden bridges were replaced by culverts of var-
1ous tyvnes. :

The t+hird all weather roasd started at the eagt edge of Oax-
dale and went north esst to the railroad right -of-way which 1t
followed keeping on the weat side of the track for a 1little
over a mlle,then went straizht north to foutes 15 and 460. This
road was built by the county in 1540 of loose rock. Several years
1ater three and one half miles were oliled and chipped. The right

of way on this road was also wid=ned and modern culvertis replac-
ed bridges.

The fourth all weather road left Oakdale on ifulberry Street
and went southwest to the Perry County line =t Mud Cre=k. This
rosd was built by the county. It was atarted in 1953 and comple-
ted in 1954, The right-of-way was widened all along the road and
many chenges were made in the location of the rosdbesd. It was
construct=d as a blacktop road. The new road followed the old
road with 1ittle changes to the corner of the Cook home. Instead
of running along the north gide of the house to the corner of
the barn lot,the=n turn south; the new road cut across the fleld
cuttineg off e trianzuler wedce where the houge stands. & llttle
furthep south it cut neress a Ticld pelonging to Haveld Aula
rather than to o around the corner.hluost a complelely now
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hed was made from zbout the railronad crossing at llcKinley Sta =
tion to Mud Creek,in order to avold hills and to gtrike ilud Creeg
st a differant vlace snd at a c¢ifferent angle.
Perry County built a blacktos road from the end of this rosd
at Mud Cresk to Coulterville., ine Zerry County end of tihe road
was started in 1957 and conmvleted in lay 1968,

After many years of talking, olanning and vorking to secure
a chang~d right-of-way In seversl slaces,it was finally arranged
for the county,state and federsl governments 1o rebuild the road
from Oakdale to Lively Grove. In the fall of 1567,they starte=d
+0 bulldoz= out fencerocws and trees or whatever could be removed
for the ne» right-of-way. Fencas,telephone poles and power line
poles were moved back.in the apring of 1968,they brgan 10 build
s naw concrete bridge over tne creek Dy the Ray Freancils farm,
formarly the J.B.Carson or to some older people 1t was known as
the Kemps farm.The 0ld bridge at Osxdale was also torn out and
a much wider and nigher one Was ruilt. From the nortnwest corner
of Ray Kirkpatrick's home ,the new roac runs westwerd so as to
remove the bend in the old road sround the nill south of the Fran-
cis house. The new bridge is scuth and negt of the old one and
much higher. There were not msny other changeg mades in the road-
bed exce=pt to remove corn=rs couth of the Dick Lehman farm and
at Flkton. The new rosd will have a wider road bved,the rock will
nave a Gepth of seventeen inches with a two inch layer of black-
top when finished. 3y tne end of 1568,they managed to get a tnin
layer of rock over much of the roasd betwean Ozkdale and ilxton
go that people could get through. Ve hope thst p=fore gnother
winter comeag around 1t will be completed. -

P eople who live along the road could write a book on their

troubles In going any place this past fall and early winter.

TIMPERANC: SOCIETY OF ELXHORN

On February 28,1377 a zroup of cltizens of Ozkdale and vic-
inity met in the R.r.Church for the purnose of organizing a
Temoerasnce Soclety.The Preamble to the Constitution which they
pdonted stated¥The cltizens of Jakdale end vicinity recocgnizing
the evil and dangers of intemperance amongst us. do or-ganlze our-
gelves into a society to opposs the evil and save ourrselvesg and
neignbors from its dangars.lhe following of ficers wers elected:
Preg.-R.F .snderson;Vice-pres.R.G.licLesn and J.C.Tnompson; 3¢C.
Lizzie Henderson;Treacs.T.3.Arircy. .

The goclety se=med to meet 2nca a2 monthn.After opening preyer
and other orgenizaticnal matters,a program of declazations,es85ays,
and muslc was given. .

4 1ist of 255 members who had signed the lempsrance Pledge
wag glven. The followlng famlily names appeared !Adams,Anderson,
Ardrey,Auld,Brown,Halley,Beall,Beattie,Beggs, Hoyle,Brannon,lar-
aon.Campbell,Chrisile,Cooper,CJulter,Dintelman,Davis,Donnelly,
Dugcan,ﬁaves,Edaar,ﬁllis,Fulton,Finney,&lenn,Hagemeister,Harton,
Hallidny,ﬁlldebrandt,Eibbard,ﬂoed,Hunter,Johnson,Kenn@dy,Kemps.
Kerr,ang,ﬂirkpntrick,Little,La;un,Luney,ﬁstaon,xanninq,ualott,
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DOCTORS In OaKDALE

apink's History of VWashington County reports that in 1879
Oakdale hsd ¢t hefollowing doctors:r. A.D.Leavens,Dr.J.R. Keedy,
Dr. S.G.Arnett. tHowever irs. Frank Torrens reported in one of
+he Books of Genealogy,Family 4istory and Regearch in varlous
fields that DLr. Arnett was a Sparts doctor who wag often called
to this community.

From a nevispaper clipoing,l was able to secure these facts
sbout Dr. Hugh Lovejoy Gault,He was born on Oct.29,1846 to Pres-
gley B.and Hary( Thomoson)Gault of Eden where his father was 8
wagon maker. He gerved his country in Co.G 80th Illlnois in the
civil var. On May 27,1875,he marrled Klizabeth Caudle of Sparta.
In March 1880 he graduated from the St. Louls .:edlcel College
and begsn oractice in dskdale in 1881, He served on the school
vosrd most of the time ne was in Oskdale. He moved to Sparta.
jn November 1895.

Also from a clipoing,lI gathered most of these facts,however
gome local people remember when Dr. Tibby practiced 1in Oaxdale

Dr. T.G.Tibby was here for some time,married lilss Inez Keady,
a daughter of ir. and Krs. Moses Keady snd went to Kensas zbout
1890. About 1905, lirs. Tibby dled,ves brought back for burial and
Dr. Tibby with his amall daughtsr Ina iise made their home in Oak-
dsle in the house just west of ip. Xeasdy's home. Ina lize grew ub
in Oskdale,graduated from Nashville :digh School and from College.
She taught in Belleville and other schools in St. Clair County. for
many yesrs before her death.

Dr. Tibby cave up hils practice and served as cashier in the
Oakdale State Bank fron 1918 or '19 until nig death in 1G47.

Algo from = c¢lipoing,I gathered many of thege facts about
Dr. Georgze R.Hays. He was pborn nesr Baldwin Dec.17,1870 to George
and largaret (Cathecart)days. ils maternal grandparents,Jonn and
Mgry Cathcart came from South Czrolins in 1848,

Dr. Hays graduated from Begumont ledical College .1n St. Louils
iy 1896 and came to Ozkdale where he practiced medicine until 1905.
%nile here he bullt the nouge which is now the nome of John Bram=-
meler and brought wig bride,the former Mias Rosetta :icHatton,
whom he married on iay 19,1897, ie maintained his office in one
room ofthe house. Dr, Hayse was 2 fancier of horses and made many
a horse trade while in the community.

Dr. Hays moved to iarissa in 1305 and gerved there falthfully
even beyondthe eall of duty untll his death Yec.T,1940. Dr. tlays
was 2 general nractitioner,a medical counselor and an undergtand-
ing adviger who knew his patlents ss persons. Dr. Hays was the at-
tending physiclan at the birth of 4700 bebles. During the war years,
Dr. Hays was the only physlcisn in the ilarissa area and even though
his two doctor sons had sdvised him to slow down,he kept on the g0
At times he was on the go from 16 to 20 hours a day taking care of
the sick and the gstrain wes too much for & man of nis advanced BgCe
After making a call on a patient ,he enteraed hils car,sterted the
enpine ond slumped ovar the wheel.s Tellow citlizen who hsppensd
to he poing down tne stract,noticsd nim deasd nt tne wheol.lt was
10:30 at night. (This information woes froa the melean “””“pﬂbolﬁ)

1.
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Thomas Fulton iicConaghie,son of Joseph and Elizabeth iicCon-
aghle was born near Ogkdale,ilovembsr 30,1872. He Joined the Ynit-
ed Presbyterian Church of Oakdsle in his youth and remained & m
member until his death on Dec. 29,1939.

e attend=d the Pleasent rlll rurel school snd Sparta High
School. After att nding the Normal University at Carboncale,ne
entared the medical colleze of S5t. Louls vniversity. Intersper-
asd with his schooling,he taught school in the Stone Church srea
a few yesrs. Upon graduating fron medical school in 1904,he star-
ted a medical practice at Somsnauk, Il1linois. The following year
hebought the opractlice of Dr. Hays at Oskdale,and remain=d there
ss npracticing physicain the rest of his life. le was married to
Miss largaret ¥Ynapo of Chester on June 12,1907. They had two dau-
ghterg,flizabeth and itar jorie(iirs. Dalton Rohde,Jr.)

Few were the homes of the comuunlty wnere he lived and there-
abouts,that the klndly physicisn had not entered with the minls-
try of heallng. de was always resdy to respond to a call at any
hour of the day or night during his almost 25 years of practlce.
Ye was especlally noted for his xindness to t he aged and little
children.

During most of his life as the doctor of Oakdale,he lived and
practiced in the house which Dr. Hays had built. However in 1936
he built a modern home on the lot he ovned just north of hls old
home 2nd fitted up offices 1n the basement.

After Dr. McConaghie's death,Dr., Edwards of Pinckneyville
used the doctor's offices to minister to the sick of the com-
munity once a week for a time.

The offices were also used by Dr. shirley,a young dentist
from Nashville as well as by Dr. Longwell of Nashville. The com=
munity was thankful to have thege fine doctors come into our
midst even for a short time.

Dr. Gene Stotlar of Pinckneyvlille equipped an office in the
rear of Lester Guthrie's Barber Shop In 1956,after being released
from Service. For several ye=rs he ski1llfully and cheerfully ad-
ministered relief to the afflicted ones in our midst. He called
regularly on Tuesday and Thuraday afternoons for about five years
and once a we=k untll he found his Pinckneyville practice too
hesvy to leave. iany of his local patients regularly visii his
office in Pinckneyville,since 1964,

A3sitional information on Dr. J.R.Keady --- Dr. Keady was l1isted
as Ticket Agent for the Literary Progranm given at Oakdale in 1876.

Members of Temperance Society,continued:
Porter,Rennie,ﬂamsey,Semple,Smith,Shinall,Snyded,Tate,Temple,
Thompson,Torrens,Halker,ﬁeaver,Williams,Wylle,and Young.
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MR.JOHN THOMAS SNYDER, LOCAL UNDERTAKER

Jonn Thomas Snyder was born in Carrol County,iarylasné on
May 16,185C. e came to Illinois with his parents lr.2nd ..rs.
Jotn W.Snyder after tne Civil War.On Hovember 26,1880 ne was
married to Miss Lucinda Kaufman. They were the parents of four
children, Venton, Louls,Eula and wyman.

Through Mrs. Cinda Xaufman Bramseler and lrs. Louls Snyder
we learned how ir. Snyder becsme an undertaker.

iflr. John Tomas Snyder was a carpenter by trade,as were many
otherg of the.Snyders. He worked on the Pbarn on Hdarold's farm
when it was built in 1866. He also worked on the home of Charles
Brammeier,putting in the window casinge in 1867. A family by the
name of #ilson from Elkton had the house built,.
' During the time when "spotted fever or cholera' wes 80 bad
in the Elkton area in the early ‘60's,he helped out by making
voxes to be used for cackets in wnich to bury the desd. He con-
tinued to moke caskets,covering them with a black materlal and
1ining them as nicely as he could. Later he bought and assenmbled
commerclal caskets,which he kept stored in a shed on tie back of
his yard. - :

" He continued in the carpenter trade,farmed some,ralsed pigs,
chickens nnd a garden and served as the local undertsker for many
years, He drove a matched team of black driving horses to a black
funeral coach,which was cut up under the front seat., Fringe showed
through the glass panels on the sides and the back doors.

ne prenszred the body for burlal ‘in the home,where it remalned
until time for the services when 1t was removed to a ghurch.  As
the years passed,!ir. Robert 3Burns of Coulterville asslisted .ir,
Snyder by prenaring the body and drove a motor hearse as long as
¥p, Burns practiced as a morticlan.

¥r. and frs. snyder are both buried in the iarlsss Cemetery.

PYATT FUNERAL HOULE

In August 1559, &r. Haurice Pyatt of Pinckneyville rented
and furnished the former home of br., Tibky for use as a funeral
home. Ralph Shreeman's mother was the first to lle in state in
this home. Mr. Pyatt,sssisted by his eon Richard, served the con-
munity from this home for about eight years.

In 1967, Mr. Pyatt purchased the former Borcherding Store
Building and remodeled 1t extensively,both inside and out so
that now he has a very modern and rooxmy funeral honme with a chap-
el room large enough to accomodate any local funeral,if it 1s
desired.Many visitors speak of it as belng nicer than many in
larger towns.

The community appreciates the "Urban Renewal®™ which Mr.Pyatt

has made in our town. We also appreclate his efTicient service.
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CONVENTIONS-ENTERTAINMENT~-RECREATION

From the early days the schools and churches have been the
centers of community life. In the HISTORY OF DISTRICT # 4,r.
Ramsey gives a vivid description of 5pellins Bees, Lliterary GSoc-
jeties 2nd Singinz Schools,whicn were commnon practice in every
school. :

In a BROTHER'S TRIBUTE,by Gen. John Kennedy to his brother
Andrew,he said,"As we went by the place where the l1ittle brick
school houge stood and at the old church yerd, I could not help
recalling the times of our esrly boyhood when the =inglng Society
of Profegsor ilesley Hunting and tne Debating Soclety usec to meet
in the church and the school house.

The Misses Carrie and Eve Luke of Nashville,who like many
other regidents of Neshville,spent their early years in Elxton,
recalled tha Spelling Bees, Litersry Socletles eand 3inging School
which they enjoyed at Elkton. In thelr 3inging School ,they used
SOUTHERN HARIZONY which consist=d mostly of hymns. The notes were
square in ghape rather than the shape used now.

Two books used in the Singing School at Oakdale were written
by C.E.Leslie of Chicago. They are entitled THE CROWN OF S0IG &
THE CYCLONE OF SONG. In one of the books AN OPEN LEZTTER TO THE
SINGING TEACHERS OF ANERICA is included after a few pages of ex-
planation., The music is written in three cleffs: the Soprano and
Alto,the Tenor,and the 3ass Cleff.

In H#rs. Robert Smith's Scrap-book we found this program which
was elaborately printed in a varlety of type: -

OAKDALE LITEKERARY SOCIETY
Friday Fvening, April 7, 1876

PROGRAILME

MUSIC PRAYER MUSIC

OPENING ADDRESS, . . . . «  » .John Kerr

ESSAY —Hone - . . . . . Lizzle Smith

DECLAYATION -The Precious Frelgnt . . Jomes .Torrens
HMUSIC

DIALOGUE -Senge versus Sentiment,
DEBATE, -Resolved,That the Influence of the United States is fav-
orable to iforallity,Affirmative,Chas. “ciElhanev,Jas.4.Todd
Negative-Robt.Kerr,R.G.lc Lean ‘

MUSIC
DECLAMATION-The Danger of the Spirit of Congquest,James Ramsey
ESSAY - Tr‘ﬂn91t¢10n, . . . . . . L.C.Henderson
TABLEAU

ORATION,

MUSIC
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DIALOGULE-Starting in iLife, . .
DECLAIMATION- Government Frauds . .
ESSAY- 3unny Thoughts for Clouded Hours,
RECITATION - How She Saved her Lover, .
TABLEAU

_ MUSIC
DECLAUATION- A Thanksgiving Sermon, . . . » d,G.Adams
DIALOGUE- The Census TaXker, . . . . . :
ORATION- To-day;or the Present, . . . . « ReGolicLean
MUSIC CENTENNIAL #EDLEY MUSIC

D.W.iylie
i.T.Ramsey
lattie iHalloday

¢ = e @&
L] L] [ ] .

Orgénist, illss Fannle Sorecher of Richview; Door Keepers:John il.

Kelgo,James lstson; Ushers;R.K.Torrens, George Ramsey;Ticket acent,
DI'. JOR oKeady.

In the Hurrsy Scraos-book,we find the following clipping:
Sept.1,1894--" A most pleasant and entertaining soclable wss held
on Thursdasy evening st the U.P.Church,egiven in honor at the teach-
ers. and students sbout to depasrt for their respective fi=lds of
13b0r « & s s s ‘

Teachers-- Anna Boyle,Tillie Boyle, Hessie Soyle,Tillie iicCoanghle,
Thomas McConaghie,John ifiller,Anna !icConnell,Jennie cConnell,
Lillian East,and Anna Smith.

Students- James iicConaghie,Brsiden Finney,Frank Haxwell,James
MeConnell,snd ifaggle ““cConnell., '

ENTERTAINMENT AT OAKDALE

June 1st Y.P .C.U. of the United Presbyt-=rian Church in order
to develon tslent of its young people in the line of public gpeak-
ing and at the same time vrovide novel and interesting entertain-
ment,they selected nine members to narticipate in a2 declamstion
contest. Lontestants were to be 15-21 years of age. A beautiful
mandolin with green plush bag was awarded to the winner.

Speakera:Raymond Kirknatrick,Joseoh maxwell,'may Heullkin, Thomas
Fulton,Richard ilaxwell,lizmle Firkpatrick,lottie Smith,Lizzie Lic-
Conaghlie,Frank ifciullkin,. The winner was iay iichullkin(irs.J.R.Hood)

Judg~s:Rev.J.A.Henderson of Sparta,Prof.Speer of liarissa,and Prof.
W.H.Heclfillan of 3parta.
(Mr. Rasymond #irkpatrick,now(1969) survives,age 88 years.)

FOURTH OF JULY & MCONLIGHT PICNICS

In the early 1900's the men around town bought fire-crscxers,
sparklersa,rockets,etc.and had a dlsolay of fhre works down nortih
of the Covenanter Church 6n the Fourth of July, Lon Hunter,the Bor-
cherding boys were some named in connection with this activity.

Another summer entertzinment sbout this tim= was a m?on Ilight
picnic in the alley between Ken Auld and Stanley Coulter s hones.
Japanece lanterns were gtrung across the alley,Elihu Logan made
and sold ice-crenm,there would be muslic and often it was sort of

1itical rally.
ﬁrZ?Cigd: 3?2mm9{¢? and MYrg. Ellzabeth Klene remind ed us of these
aetivitles,

———————————— c A [P 7_”4.-:
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A SALOON OF SHORT DURATION

It is reportad that William Ayers sold whiskey by the gallon
jug when he operated his store. It was used 1in those days as a
medicine. One of the popular remedies for colds then was a mixture
of whiskey,rock candy and glycerin.

You may think the"sit down strikes" are modern methods of pro-
teat but 1t was effectively used by some ladies 1ln Oakdale in
the late 1860's. Some one onened a saloon in an 0ld house that
stood on the site where Steve liusielak's home is located(1969)

Mrs. Besl,)rs.auld,lrs.Ardrey,ilrs. Robert Smith and others
took turns at sitting in front of his saloon from morning to
night. As they sat,they rocked and knitted. The men were ashsm=-
ed to pess the women to enter the saloon,so after a few weeks,
the would be saloon keeper,closed his shop and moved out.

This was the only effort made to open a saloon in Qakdale.
We hope 1t will never be tried agsain.

THE OAKDALE BAND

The following information about the Oakdale Band was fur-
nished by lir.Ray Kirkpatrick who played in the band. Hls father,
James R.Kirkpatrlck was organlizer and conductor of the band.

About 1890, 0akdale had a band which continued for sgbout fif-
teen years. This band was mainly a marching besnd and had eleven
membera most of the time. In summers they had concertis on Sat-
urday nights at Oskdale,at the corner of Second and Lincoln
Streets on Block 6.It could have been in the alley between the
vacant houge 2nd the home of Thomas Rall.Different people played
in the band through the years.Zxcept in cold weather they oprac-.
ticed in the loft of the Smith Blacksmith Shop.

The names of the memberg of the earliest band were:Clasrence
Finney-alto horn;Dave Smith-alto horn;Ves Smith-alto hornjiLave
Wylie-bass horn;Arthur ficAfea~coronet;Jim iicConasghle~-coronet;
Norman East-clarinet;James R.Kirkpatrick-coronet;Albert Kempse
tenor horn;Ed Bailey,Ed Borcherding and Will Coulter were also
members, ~

The members of the band at s later date were:Ray Kirkpatrick-
snare drum;Pick Kirkpatrick-tenorhorn;Luther Kemps=-bass horn;
%111 Kemps-tanor horn; Ilsey Luney~alto horn;Golvin Luney-bass-
horn; Volans{Dick)Smith-alto~horn;George Borcherding-coronet;

Ed Rixman-alto=-horn;Llmer Brown-tenor horn;Jim kcConnell-snare
drum.

On specisl occasions,they would get others to Joln then,
namely: Will ifcliillan-clerinet from Swenwick;and from Coult-r-
ville,George Beasver-coronet;Henry Bouas-bass horn;Jim- Sanford-
drum; Elihu Crawford-clarinet;snd Elmer Beaver-bass horn. Thls
bend played at a big 'celebration in Nashville. On this occasion
the Oakdsle Band headed a bilg psrade chosen In preference to a
larger band from Ift.Varnon.

The Oskdzale Bond played st the celebrations in many of the
surroundinz towns and also at political rallies and picnics;
guch as at Hoyleton,Nashvlille,Addieville,Plum H11l,kElkton,Lively
Grove,Coulterville,Swanwick,uinkle,Rice,filot Knob church vicnic
and Tor & threo-day 01& Soldicrs' Reunion held at the Sparia
Falr Grounds.
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OAKDALE HARVEST HOUE PICNIC

The Oskdale picnic started about 1893 snd was held annually
until 1946 or for about 83 years.

The vicnic was Neld in Augzust in the day time. Large crowvds
attended the picnics.It was considered as a time to come home for
a trio in ordar to see all the old friends at the plcnic.

The afternoon was given over 10 3 program of music,political
speeches,a Dall game,visiting with old friends for the older peo=~
ple,while the younger gensration visited the concessiong and en-
joyed the ice-cresm and lunch stands. Ususlly some one brought in
a load of water melons for sale just north of th stands.

About three years before the electiric hnigh-line was brought
in,a gssoline powered genersilor was used to furnish lights in order
to continue the picnic into the night. In 1930 power for ligzhts
was furnished by the high-line. . -

For many years the olcnic wes held in "Cargon's 3irove" a nice
wooded area northwest of the Lumber Yord,west of the rsilrosd
tracks. The last few years it was held on the Base-bzall Field.

After the Oskdsle Soft Ball Assocletlion was organized,the plicnlc
was dropned.

Dec.1917 RED CROSS Ciipping from Nashville
Journsal , ‘
8 1123.75 Var Savings Stamps sold during the three weeks by
E.F.Reutar of this vplace. iie sugzest that you Jjoln in the drive
and h=lp out. . -

The wagon vl th Red Cross members visited Elkton llondsy even-
ing, The following is a renort:The Red Cross of t he Oakdale
branch,has sectired ovar a hundred new members in the “hrlstmas
campaign. The total enrollemnt for Jakdale is now about 350,

Nov.14,1918

The Oakdale Red Cross Unit with some 280 members has comple=
ted 8 or 10D sweaters,8 or 10 pairs of wrlstlets and 8 or 10-~1l06
iheh mufflers,witn 20 pairs of wWristlets,20 mufflers,and 30 sweat-
ers well along towards completion. 50 1t is easy to see that
while getting members,which is always commendable,we have been
knitting s good average, +e lntend to have 500 members by Dec=-
orstion Day.




84

PROGRAM

For the twenty-fifth snnual Sabbath School Convention of
Washington County,to be held in Oaxdale 5th and 6th,1837

Thursday, August 5,4A.M.

Our first need-liearness to God-Service of P rayer,led by
Rev. ".A.Chamebrs
Conference of County and Township Jfficers,led by District
Prealdent,E.E.Exter.
(A)Our ne=d in the County Worx,10 min. D.li.Crow,Ashley
(b) Our ne=d in the Township Work,20 min. John Paul,iiashville
‘Miss Ada Gelger,Ashley; and J.k.dsun,Hoyleton.
Opan Conference for 15 minutes.
How to meet these ne=ds,District Pregident
Apnointment of committe<s and sssignment of delegates.

Afternoon-1:30 o'clock
Devotlional-Prayer for S.5.Teachers,Rev. Nigbet,iNashville

The Teacher's Hour: ,
(a)Home preparation of the leagson,Rev.Bovard ,Nashville
~{b) How to s=cure class cooperation,J.P.Courtney,nashville
(c¢) Our legson helf-hour in the class,C.Buhrmester,iashville
(d) Class visitation,why?When:How? Rev. Adams,ishley

The Primary Hour,

Principles and methods of primary teaching,Rev. Cole,Richview
Yow to secur= co-opsration of nmoth=r,.rs. E.i#.Bowles,iolting
Value of 1ndividual records,iilss wheellis,Nashville

Normal Leseon on 3.5.menagement,state Worker,vw.C.,P&garce

Week day's for the $.S.,Rev.Johnson,Nashville

o~~~
o oo
—

Evening -7:30 o'clock

Song Service, le2d by Rev. J.A.Hendefson,Sparta
The training of echtldren,Rev.Dr, Herdman, Lebanon
Address by State Worker,..C.Pearce :

Friday Aug.6th, 9:00 A.M.

Devotional-Prayer for better work in our county,Rev..French
Report of County Offic=rs,President,decretary,snd Ireasurer
The pragent ne«d in our work,S3tate jiorker
Normal S.S.Institutés,hy?when?How? E.E.Exter,Bellevilie
El=ction of offlcers.

Afternoon-1:30 o'clock

Devotional-Prayer for 3.8.0fficers,A.T.Kannedy,Oskdale
The Sunerintendent's Hour, :
(2) S.S.Possibilities,Rev. Rhine,Nashville
{b) How to e=cur=e effliclent teachers,Frank Yelgey,DuBols
Hormnl oJrills snd how to uas them, = CAWicAuley,Cekdsle

The ome Depariment Plen,ti.Fox, mlikton
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The Loyal Army Ran,E.E.Exter,Belleville
Normal Lessons,Rev.W.V.Willisms,St. Louis
Closing Vords from Many Vorkers.

Lewls Bernreuter,Co.Pres,
Elize HcAuley,Co.S5ec,

The cltizens of Oskdale are making arrangements to entertain
all who sttend this convention,and everyone interested should
attend. The C.& C. will sell tickets at one and one=third fare
on the certificate plan. The following are the local committees:

Entertainment--Dr. Hays,chairman;liles ifaggie Smith,James Hood,
Jemes lMcConnell snd ilss Tillle Boyle
Reception:A.T.Kennedy,chasirmasn:Rev. J.C.French,R.A.lcAuley,
Miss Lottle Edgar and lilss Lena Coulter ‘

This program was found in the !urray Scrap-book,now owned by
Mrs. Hsrold Auld. “rs. Auld also furnished the following pro-
Er'ams «

PROGRAI

WeC.T.U.SILVER HEDAL CONTEST
in the
U.P .CHURCH AT OAKDALE,ILLINOQIS

FRIDAY EVENING, APRIL 22,1910, T7:45

Prayer

Song, . . "There Will Dawn.a Golden iforrow"
Florence Klene, . . ‘“Mary Elizabeth"
Quartet . "Ring the Bells"

Lloyd Torrens .
French MeClay,
Song '
Kenneth Luney .
Charles Smith .
Merwin Williamson,
Duet, .
Charles Kaufman,
Ralph Hunter

. "Christian Leaders”

. "The Coming Tempersnce ifan"
. "Out for Prohibition®

. . ."In the Kegs"

« " A Temperence Story"

. « ™inen I'm a Man"

. . "Mother's Voice"

. "VWirite it Everywhere"

."He Never Blsmed the Booze"

- L ] - - [ ] L] - - L] o - - L] - - L ]
-
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Quartet, . “The Home that Used to Be"
Grace Torrens, "How 2 Little Girl Emptied a Jug"
Quartet, . . "The Cause Speeds On"
Leola ifurphy, "The Sisters on a Strike"
Quartet, . . . "Battle Song"

Decision of the Judges,

Quartet, . . . "Drink no the Tempting Wine"

ADMISSIOM 104 CHILDREN FREE

t
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WASHINGTON COUNTY TEACHERS' ASSOQOCIATION
Cakdale High Schoonl Saturday,Feb.25,1928

PROGRAM

9:30 Ooening Zxerclsges Direction of lMiss Elma HcClurkin
g:50 "The Teaching of Patriotism in the Publis 3Schools"
. . T “#lss Mary Parlier
10:10 "Relation of Grade School to the iligh School"
. ‘ ' Thomas Boczkiewcz
10:27 "The Teacher's Relation to the Community"
.{a) From the Teacher's Viewpoint Stanley Robinson
(bv) From the Board of Director's Viewpoint
: : : iiiss Hargsret Smith
{({c¢) From the Patron'sViewpoint Mrs. VWill Carson
11:30 Some Problems of the County Superintendent.T.E.Allen

NOON-

1:15 fusic . . . . . Mlss Elma #cClurkin
1:30 "The School's Work in iaking Citizens" - C.Crouse
2:10 "Teaching of Civics" ‘ . Earl Brake
2:30 Intermission '

2:40 Singing . . . + Direction Miss iHcClurkin
2:50 "Spelling in the Rural School" liass Elizsbeth Rohde
3:10 "Trials and Experiences of a Rural Teacher"

i Miss Fern Carson
4:00 A4 Journment '

As the years passed,times changed and with it community in-
terests changed too.As more and more young people left home for
a woeek or more at a time to attend high school and the young
adults went to more distant citles and were gone until Thanks--
giving or maybe until Christmas,the Spelling Bees,Llterary Socl-~
etieas and Singing Schools disapveared as community activities.
However vestiges remsined. Spelling liatches or Arithmetie .iatch-
es on Friday afternoon became popular in the classroom.THE GOLD-
EN BOOK OF FAVORITE SONGS became the accepted tert for classroom
singing in the afternoon.

Schools vrepared programs for the parents and comumunity on
gpecial days,as Thanksgliving,Christmas,and Easter. Box suppers
with a program becsme common practice in the early 1900's. lany
a young man has had to pay desrly to eat a lunch with his 'best
girl'if anyone betrayed the fancy wrapping on her box.Cske-walks
and auction sale of cokes or boxes of cookles have replaced the
"fancy box lunch".lany badly needed school gupplies have been
obtained for the sgchidols throurh the efferts of teacher and puplls.

Shortly after VWorld War I for several years the young people
of the community sponsored A Lyceum Course each winter. Very fine
tzlent wae brought into the community.Season tickets were sold
for five or six entertainments. A Troop of Swedish Bell Ringers
gave an outstzndinz progrem. Hzmlin Garlan also gave a lecturs
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entitled SHAKE THE BARFEL.Xears later I hezrd him give the
same lecture st the Madison County Teacher's Institute.

OAKDALE SOFT BALL PARK ASSOCIATION, ING.

After the Oakdasle boys came home from ivorld Viar II,they or-
ganized a softball team and played in the sasghville Softball
League for two seasons, ,

They leased a pilece of ground from lir J.Ren licClay end made
a bell dlamond with flood lights and started to play on this di-
smond in July 1947. They bought a public address asystem in 19348
and the ball games are announced.

In 1950 the S5oftball Assoclation bought six acres of land
where the 38ll Park is located today. Thls was financed by dona-

" tions from peonle of the community, & beneflt supper held each

spring, a chicken and fish fry held at the park each July,and
from the sale of soda,candy,and other confections at the games.
The chicken fry has becn held annually since 1948. The ball
park has glways been well supported by the community both finan-
clally and in attendance.
Usually there are gemes at the park five nights a week from
the latter part of :ay until the first part of September. They

- have 2 children's night for all of grade school age,a team each:

for boys and girls;and for several years they have had 'a slow
pitch leszue with a team from Ozkdale and three other surround-
ing communities.

A goda house was bullt in 1951 and later two additional shel-
ters and & deep well were made. There Wwas some additional inm-
provement made at the park almost every yeszsr since 1t started.

Many men of the community have cooperated serving falthfully
on the five-man board of directdrs assisted by thelr wives.




88

WASHINGTON COUKRTY HOME BUREAU

The ﬂashlngton.County Home Bureau wss organlzed Oct;l,1947,
st the Naghville Zvang=lical Parlish Hall,in Nashville,Illinois.

The Object of the organization 1s to promote the development
of homemsking to the end that every home may be economically
sound ,mechanically convenient,physically healthy,morally whnole=-
gome ,mentally gstimulating,artistically satisfying,soclally re-
sponsible,spiritually inspiring,founded upon mutual affection
snd respect. :

The exe cutive officers and directors wére:

Praesident Hrs. Georze Dueker
Vice~Pres. ~ lrs. Robert BSchlelfer
~ Secretary Mrs. Ann Lyons
Treasurer dra. Arthur Scheseffer
Directors: Mra. Charles Hogshead

Mre. Rose !lary liorange
rg. Ray Gerlich

Mreg. Oliver Hoffman
Mrs. Philiip Heggemeler

‘the Charter embers for the Oakdale Townshlp vere:

Mrs. Walter Elllott Mrs., Clars VWehmeyer
Mre. Lyle Torrens Hrs. Arthur Schaeffer
irsg. Arthur Shubert Mrs. Arthur K.Shubert
ra. Charles Rezba Mrs. iildred Reuter
Mra. D.L.Rohde,dJr. Mrs. Viola Neill

Mrs. Ruby Hsrkham Yrs. Herman iiazsnder
tira. T.E.McLean Mre. Mdartha Lucza)
irs. Guy Xroener ¥rs. John C.Xlene
Mrs. Otto ZXoch Mrs. A.J.Gambill

ilrs. Blanche Guthrie ra. Madge Guthrie
Mrg., Norman Frieman iira. Stanley Coulter
Mra. Isabelle Cunningham Mrg. Theodore Brown
¥rs. W.K.Auld iirs. Harold Auld

¥rs. Jane Auld Mrs. Jennle Stevenson
Mrs. Pesrl suld ¥rs. Florence 3oyle
Miss Elizebeth Rohde Lrs. Ralph Baker

Yrs. Lora Tafi Miss Belle Carson
Mrs. Mary B.Hoff Krs. Floyd Patton

The organization 1s now xnown as the WASHINGTON COUNTY HOME
ECONOMICS EXTENSION PROGRAM. It 18 jointly sponsored by the u.s.
Department of Agriculture,University of T1linols and the vashing-
ton County Cooperstion. The Washington County lHome Economics Ex-
tension Council,s renresentative body,plans the county activities
in cooperation with the iHome Adviser for the county.
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ELKTON COLiUWITY CLUB

The Elkton Community Club wes organized about the year 1554.
A Chairman,Vice-Chairmen,Secretary and Treasurer vere elected
by the group. Ho fee is charged to beccme a member but at each
meeting 8 small collection 1s taken.

The club meets the fourth viednesday of esch month.lieetings
are held at the homes of the members. ~t the beginning of the
year the program for t he year 1is arrsnged,wlith each member sel-
ecting the month she wisnes to entertain.

The Chairman calls the mesting to order,followed by Bible
reading,prayer and group singing.Roll ls cazlled by the Secretary,
each member responding according to tne plan for the month,

Next a short business session is held in which the secret-.
ary's report ls reasd snd approvec.Any old or new business lsput
before ths group and voted on.

A short recreation period,planned by the hostcas follovs.
Games are played with a prize given to the winners.The hostess
also zives a door prize to the person drawlng the psper marked
"a4ft" from a box as 1t 1s passed sround.

. The members each have a 3Secret Sister for the year.At each
meeting the Secret Sister zift box 1ls opened and the gifts 5. -
secretly placed in the box before the meetling,are glven to those
having a birthday or wedding anniverasary during the month.

The rest of the afternoon is spsnt working on the present
project. -uilts have been pleced and quilted as gifis to differ-
ent Nursing Homes.ie have also made pillow-cases snd knee robes.
Some scrap-books and stuffsd toys are made for chlildren. )

oney is used from the treasury in purchasing needed materials
for sny of the projects the Club decldes to do. _

In case of a death in the cowaunity,food is prepared and ser-
ved by the club members to the femily. In case of some unexpected
disaster befslling some home,whether a member of the Club or not,
any assistonce the club can render at thls timse is always tesien
csre of by them. :

In the month pf August,a family picnic supper takes the nlace
of the regular meeting.This is held on the lawn of the home of
gome member.After enjoying the delicious food brought in the wall
fi{1led baskets ,zames and visiting fill the evenilng.

During the Christmse holidsys,s party is held at the home of
a member.The chairman opens this meeting with the Christmas story.
Christmas carols are sung and a snort program follows.At this time
we £ind out who our “ecret Slster has been. Someone,dressed as
Ssnta passes oufthe glfts fron under the tree. At the close of
the meeting,names are drawn for next year's Secret Sister.

At the bezinning of 1969,ths following sare membera:liollie
Rezba, Leona Shubert, Frances Karg,ate Shubert,.iar jorle Pattion,
Evelyn Kohring,Dozena ilayer, Barbars Xroener, ileta .azander,
Pauline Schuesgsler, Eileen Helbig, Delores Karg,Anna Relnhardt

and itarv Lou Rezba. geryoeng for 1969 are:

Chairman- 2arbara Kroener Secretary- larjorie Patton
Vice-Ghairman-rsuline Schuessle Treasurer=- Kate Shubert
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ELKTON AND OAKDALE
. L.R.H. |

It is oft€n Said that Elktsn is much older than Oszkdale so
I have tried to gather some facts about the two towna.3everal
thinzs I have found do not give dates so this 1s not 8o complete
as I would 1ike.

Elkton was surveyed in 1337 but Oakdale was not surveyed
untll 1867. The WASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORY states that wWm.Roun=-
tree settled in Sec. 16 in 1818 ané thst Wm. Ayers settled lin
what is now the surveyed icwn of Oakdale in 1823. I do not know
who settles first in the town of 2lkton.

I cannot find the populrtion of elther town when surveyed.
The Census of 1870 gives tne population of Elkton ss 100 and
Oakdale 116.I do not know the hlghest population of either town.

The HASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORY of 1879 states thst Elkton hsd
3 general stores,a post of fice,2 blacksmith shops,l hotel,2 doc-
tors and 2 churches.

In the same year Oakdale had 2 stores,a post office,2 black=-
smith shops,l shoe msker,3 doctors,l flour mill and 2 churches.

Some claim that after the ragilroad was built through Oakdale
1t begsn to grow some in the following years while klkton decllned.

' Cc.C.

Thus after over a century of living in tnls small section of
this earth,we find two small centers of population which had good
locations for growth in the days of stage-coach and trails. As
the means of transportation chsnged snd we had nothing to attract
industry,our people went where the work ané market places were.

Both communities can be justly prcud of the many fire citizens
who have gone out from our midst and helped in many ways to shape
the growth and destiny of our couniry. i hesitate Lo try to name
them for I know I will miss many who ghould be named,I can only
plesd ignorsnce. LA ]

From both communities have gone many teachers,farmers,merchants

snd people of maeny walks of 1life,many uinlsters and missionarles
have gone out who have been nzrmed in the church historlies. Rev.
#dward Elgenrauch was a minister in the Evengelical Reformed
Church.From Tlkton has gone Gen. John Kennedy,from Qakdale ilaj.
Gen., Ruscell Maxwell amd Gen. Horman Ramsey.

From Elkton went State Representatives James Rountree and
Charles Luke also Judge inloe Vernor ané Attorney Vilas Vernor.
From Elkton went Dr. Roscoe Vernor. From Oskdzle went Dr. Walter
Spoennemsn,s nhysiclan and Dr. Carl Spcenneman,a dentlst to St.
Louls.From Elkton went Dr. William C. Kennedy to practice medicine
in New York City. From Oakdsle went Dr. Elmoe ifcClsy,Dr. Willtlem
Robinson and Ir. Stanley Robinson. Dr. Thomas :cConnaghle stayed
at Oskdale,for which all were thankful.From Oakdale went thne iilsses
Lydis and iflattle Spoenneman who were trained nurses,practicing in
gt. Louls and elsewhere.Miss Elizasbeth dcConnaghle was also a
trsined nurse in St. Louls many years.Dr. LeRoy Kleinschuidt 1s
practicing dentistry in St. Louts County.

"J'.‘
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THOSE WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR I LIVING IN OAKDALE TOnWNSHIP

L v o .-I

£ rar ’-—'—

*Atchiaon John C,
Auld,Kennedy
Brammeler,Charles
Brammeler,John F.
Brammeier,Paul
Carson,dJ.Elwyn
Carson,Floyd
Carsaon,Roy (.
Carson,Villiard
Cunningnam,'illian
Dahncke,Cecll
Dintelman,Charles
Dintelman,Earl
Dintelman,John
Duguid, Ebenszer
Duguld,Xatherine ' K
Duguid,lattle(Cherry)
Elltott,willlam
Fox,B8lanchard
Frieman,Georze
Mazander Chafles

THOSE

Auléd ,John
Auld,Charles
Brammeler, Chalmers
Bramuneier ,Nocl
Brammeyer, Clarence
Bathon,Norbert
Coates, Henry
Campbell, Harold

* Craig,Robert
Carle,Roy
Eigenrauch,lielvin
Fox,Wilbur
Fugusa, Arsen.
Frieman, Hershel
Greten, Antnony
Hammond , Howard
Hammond , “allace
Huf ', Howard
Huff,nobert
Helbig,lello
Ibendahl,Calvin
Kreener,Holland
Kroener,David

Kirkpatrick,Kichard
Xoenlig,#illiam
Klineenberg, farl
Kreher,Carrol
fuczs ), raymond
‘Lake,Alphonsas
Luechefleld, Arthur

kD RARS e AN
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Henderson James
Kaufman,Danny
Klingenberg,Emil
Klingenberg,Theodore
Kroener, Albert
Kroener, Henry
Kroener, derman
Kroener,otto
Lehman,Herman
#icClay,Floyd
McClay,Lawrence
feClay,Oscar
Hazander,Herman
Petrashek,Frank
Petrashek,Willliam.
Rezba,Charles
Schaeffer, Arthur
Schaeffer,Harry
Shubert, Arthur
Snyder,\yman
Torrens,Lloyd
Mazander,Joseph R,

WHO SERVED IN WORLD WARII WITH OAKDALE ADDRESSES

Albers, Ardel)
Auld,villliam
Brammeler,Donald
Buessg,Lawrence
Brammeyer,ELroy
Coates,Denton
Campbell, Roy
Carr, Raymond
Carrick, Robert
Dintelman,Kenneth
Eigenrauch,Rudolph
Fox,darold
¥Fugua,sohn
Greten, kdward
Glles,Xenneth
Hammond, Earl
Hudspeth, Edward
Huf f, Elmer

Hoff ,Clarence
Helblg,¥ranklin
Kroener, Lee
Krorbel,Joseph,Jr.
Kirkpatrick,lemps
Koenig,Albert
Klingenberg, arnold
Katchum, Albert
Ketchum, Albert
Luczaj, rdwin
Lake, nerbert
Lelhr,nerbert
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Magill,Harold
McLean,Hruce

* NMcClay, doward
MeClay,Carl
McConnell,ayrl
Mclloy,wartin
azander, Linville
Mugielak,vincent
Moeller,Alvin
Moeller, Clarence
Neilll,Clemens
Piper,otis
Piper,John
~Patton,uloyd
Hezba,willlis

Kezba,Lilllan(Collier;

nezba,nelen\rorshey)
Shubert,Oliver
# Shubert,Elmer
Shubert,ade
Soeteber,Carl
Schaeffer,iilliam
Sterns,Albert
Sterns,illllizn
Schmersahl,Ramond
Spurreon,Jake
Schoenherr,Aloysius
Thomoson, James
*¥Taft,Dale
Taft,Nelson
Torrens,Finley
Wienstroer, Joe
Wigely,Charles
VWehmeyer, tdward
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licLean,rthomas
ycelean, Elmer
NeClay,wllmer
tteClay,Rugsell
uclonnell ,Raymond
Mazander,thasley -
“azander,aymond
#usielak, Leo
loeller,Estelle(Pliper)
Moeller,ueorze
Piper,nobert
rorter,nobert
Patton, Lawrence
Kezba,lhegter
rezba,Hazel(Stitety)
Robinson,:1lliam
Rohlfing,Charles
Shubert, Lawrence
Shubert, Arthur
Shubert,william
Soeteber,Lyle
Schaeffer,Steve
Sterns, Csrol
Spence,Milton
Schmersahl, sdnond
Spurgeon, John
Thompson,Glenn
Taft,Dwight -
Tweady, Armen
Torrens,Curtis
Wienatroer,Jderome
Willlams, Amos
Wenneman, Herman
Wieneskl,Chesley

John C.Atcheson wss wounded in action in rrance and spent
some time in the hospltal.de was sent back to the front snd was
killled soon afterward.le was washington County's first cessualty.
The American Leglon Post of Naghville 1s named in hle honor,

wWilliam Elllott died with flu in a camp in ifooseheart,Ill.

Pilot Curtis Torrens,United States Army,born April 17,1516,
died over roster Field,Texas July 20,1942, He was ¥Washington Co-
unty's first casulty in World var Il. :

Elmer Shubert was killed 1n action on Leyte,November 1G44.
He was the first county boy killed on Leyte.

Dale Taft was killed July 8,1944.
S/Szt.Jsmes McClay,born July 19,1914,d1ed in action in the
Bgttle of the Bulge in Germany December 19,1944, .
) Rebert Cralg was missing in Frence in February 1945.

o ..—anq,.‘"'f“



AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS OF OAKDALE TwP.FOR THE YEAR 1877

Bu.of corn

29 000
bu.of wheat 50,851
bu.of ocats 25,&04
bu.of rye 80
bu.of Irish potatoes

2949

bu,of sweet potatoes 75

bu.of apnles 3,758
bu.of peaches 720
1b.of tobacco 45
tons of hay . 313

ASSESSMENT OF PRINCIPLE ARTICLES OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 1878

article .no; césh‘vélue

horses 290 § 10,130
cattle 451 5,057
mules 191 3185
sheepn 437 440
hoga 288 292

gal. of molasses 2432
acres of pasture 886
sheep killed by dogs 43
1b. of wool 1385
1b. of butter 5211
no,of fat cattle sold 30
no.of fat hoga sold =N
no.of sheep sold 15
no. of hogséplgs died of
cholera - 898

article ..+  .noe -cash valus
steam engine 6 $ 730
Fire and burglar
proof safes 2 4
watches&clocks 128 152
carrlages& wagons,l43:2,302
sewlng&knittiing :
machines 79 837
plano-fortes 1 25
melodeons&orgsnsg 8 250
merchandise on hand 2,045

material & mfg.articles 250

ASSESSHMENT OF REAL ESTATE FOR YEAR 1878

Acres of improved land 11,765 Vslue
Acregs of unimproved 1andll, 717 Value

Improved town lots
Unimproved town lots

COMPARISON OF GROWTH

e T, + 1920
Oakdale Twp. 820
Nashville . ... 2209

Washington Co. 18035

$133,833
29,203
78 Value 12,345
286 Value 2,400
1930 1940 1950
T 720 563
2243 2418 2442
16297 15807 14428

93

1360
473
2801
13704

r,
o r—————y
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED

The following is taken from an article written by D.H.Carson

'aﬂd published in the Nashville Journal many years ago.

"prior to 1856 Illinois did not have free publlc schools.
It was subscription schools before that time and those who
could not afford to pay by subscription could not send their
children. MYany could not afford to send thelr children and only
some communities had school houses and log houses at that,with
one log on each slde cut out,and the opening filled with panes
of glass 82t end to end which gerved for windows. Seats made of

split loms hewed down to about four inches thick and four auger

holes bored in each plece and four wooden pleces driven in the

holes and sawed off the proper length formed legs for the seat.
After the free school law went into effect,each township was

divided into public school districts(usually four) .Directors

were elected and asuthorized to levy taxes and hold electlons

for mokineg a decision sbout where to locste the school.iany

achools were named for property owners,who lived naar tnem."

fir. Jaﬁes Ramsey recounts the formatlon of the four districts
in Oskdale in his account of District N. 4,

I have been unable as yet to secure the exact locatlion of
District No.l. Hrs. Fred Klingenberg,the former Lycdla Brammeisr,
raeslle that her father,Louls Brammeler once told her that there
had once been on old school by a clump of trees along the rozaé
which ran by the east side of their home. The location was north-
eaat of the hone.

1 remember of a Fred Coulter,s cousin of my father,visiting
us from Kensas when I was a child. HYe had been a teacher at this
school long before.

Among my Grandfather Coulter's oapers- we found two old papers
which I believe were related to this old school.one was a note
dated June 14,1874 in which he promised to pay Disirlet No.l,
forty dollars with ten per cent interest from June 14,15874. -dis
name was torn off the corner indlcating 1t was vald off.

Another paper was a ® printed form required by law to be
filed with the County Clerk annually before the first of Sept-
ember. It contained a list of texpayers in the district. A corn-
er below the instructions was cut out,probably was left with the
clerk.

The following names were listed: Andrew iieClurkin, Aaron Shep-
hard,Benjamin Bush,3ehr Zacheis,Charles Young,David licClurkin,
David ifcNair,David ifcClay,Fred Shumaker,Fanny .icClay,George Reich-
man, Ernest Lachtrup,Deidrick Zacheis,denry Dintelman,Henry Hill-
sman, Henry G rennerman,James Godard, derz Osborn,James iicClurkin,
James Samole,Joseph Torrens,John .icAfes, James q.Hunter,J.il.Wyllie,
John Snider,James Besl,Louis Snider, ifary Washburn,ilery Auld,
Yatin Tool,Peter 3ower,Robert Smith,Rache llatson,Robert Ardrey,
Samuel Coulter, Samuel #smps,Ssmuel Mceleyun, Tnomas vwalker,Thonas
Crane,?.D.}McClurkin, “1lliam Zigenrauch,William Snith, william
Sailley,1111iam Ardrey.

soveral of these same naomes apnesred on the list of peaple
wno had blacksmith work dons by ny urandfsther 3mith in 1874,
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ELKTON SCHOOL

Mrs. Mollie Kinyon Rezba gives this information of the early
school: _
“The first school house in Elkton was built sbout two years
before the village was laid out,which would mske 1t about 1835.
This building could have been of brick as the school building
that stood where the or=sent frome building now(1969) stands,
consisted of one brick room and one frame room with a long hall
between the two rooms. At this time there were several brick kllns
nearby. " George Talbot is renorted to have been the first teacher,
¥res. Lavina Anderaon Sterrett who was reared between EKlkton

" and Oskdale gives this information about the Elkton School in an

article published in the NASHVILLE JOURKNAL many years ago.

"The school house was and has been a very great ascset to the
town,snd while the first schools were of a more forceful nature,
in governing the pupils,the school of later years has been under

. efficient teachers who have taught the youth to take thelr place

of responsibility 1in the world. Magglie Auld taught here in 1872-
1873. When a second room was added,iir. Charles Gudgen of Ashley
taught the higher grsdes and L,vins Anderson taught the lower
grades. Of later years the older school was replaced by a one
room school,and after completing the eight grades the chlldren
sre taken by bus to near by hizh schools.

The Mipges Czrrie and Xva Luke of Nashville recalled early
school days in the Elkton School:

" A man was always hired to teach the hlgher grades. However
the older boys did not start to school until the fall work was
done up,so the msn teacher started school in the fall with sall
pupils in the frame room. After about two nonths,when the big boys
vere resdy to start to school,a woman teacher was hired,wno toox
the lower srades to the brick room and the man teacher with the
older children stayed in the frame room.

ifiss Carrie Luke hsd started school to ilr. Gudgen and had
then gone to fiss Anderson,while igs Eva started to lilss Ander-
son.They also named lilss HMattlie Carter and ir. Jim Driskill as
teachera who followed ifir. Charles Gudgen."

Hr. Roy and iiss Nora Carr remembered iiss Ethel Miller, !iiss
Libbie Wheeles, Miss Bessie Sawyer and :lss Forcade.

ltr. John Reinhardt remembered Henry Stroh, Polly Laney,
Holmen, W.F.Hagebush, lMelvin Potter, and Luke iicDowell 28 his
teachers, He also related that he was on.- the school board when
the new building was built and that lr. Jimnle iicClellan was the
first teacher in the new building. This was in 1913-1914.

¥r. Thomas Dahncke and Nr. Jde Kubik built the school house.
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The following informstion about the Elkton School was taken
from. th= School Reglsters stored in the office of the Co.lupt.
of School,lUr. Kenneth Frieman,who also wos a former pupil in the
Elkton School.

This listing gives the teachers ,when they taught and the
famlly names of the chiléren in the first grade classes between
the yeors 1916 and 1960 when the school was consolidsted with *
the Yakdale Consolidated Grade school # 1.

1916-'18 Clara Fox Adsuns,Glacomo,iicClay, shubert
1921-"22 W.C.Horper Averbeck, Harrington,iicRae, 3impson
1922~ '23 Floyd Patton 2ennett, dart,ifazander,Smith
1923-'24 Olive Boyle Brammeler,Hays,ilitchell, Thomas

1924-!25 FElizabeth Rohde Campbell,Heggemeier,Patton,Thompson
1925~'30 Florence Schaeffer-Carmen,Helbig,Petrashek, Voss
1930-'31 Gena Torrens Carr,Hi11,Pruitt,valls

1931-'32 Perry Wsrd Collier, Hoepker,Queen,valta

1932~'34 NormeEilrich Dahncke,Hylla,Reitz,Vard

1934~ '44 Irene Shubert  Dintelmsn,Juenger,Reuter,wileman

1944~ 46 Evelyn Xroener Engelman,Kinder,Rezba,Willizms
1946-"48 Nelds HKroener- . Enleman;Xlingenberg,Robinson,wichenski
1948-'51 larjorie Patton Fox,Kroener,Rohde,inuski

1951-'54 Loraine Koenlg Frieman,Lunceford,Rountree,Yanczak
1954-'55 Gene Graves :

1955-"'57 Ids 3ell Voss
1957-'60 Nelda Emert

DISTRICT # 3 or McLEAN SCHOJL

Several peovle either remember seeins the remains of sa
little brick achool house or have heard their parents tell of
attending a llttle brick school across the rosd from Stuasrt
Cerson's home. -

The following was found in the Carson Abstrasct of Title:

" June 11-'56 Filed June 26-'57
Grantor-~James MecClellan & wife
- Grantee-Directors of Dist.# 3-34 (Inst.VWD)
Consideration 3 1.00

Remarks:3eg.at NYW cor.SW SE 21-3-4 South
10 rds.East 8 rdsa.dorth 10 rds.
West 8 rds. to beg.

I have no knowledge of any of the teachers here nor when it
was abandoned,however I was told that Herman Lehman started to
Mr.Duguid in a room of the Duguld home one year before the

Temple School was bullt. The Temple School replaced this little-

brick school.

R Lo
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HISTORY OF DISTRICT NO. FOux
. by vames Arthur Ramsey

It is not the history of a country,nor even of a state or
county that + wish to preserve in this record.

4+he district was tormed from Sections 22,23,24,25,20,27,34,
35,and 36; nine sections in the southeast corner of iownship
No.3,Range no.4 nest,Washington County,Illinois. 1his townshiop
had not been divided into school districts until the year 1856,
when 1t was divided into four districts with equal territory.
un January 15,1856, the Township 3Board met and proce<ded to div-

jde .the township as the following taken from the original records
wlll show:

“January 15,1886,the soard of Trustees for ‘iwp.3,Range 4 West
met: J.P .Hibbard, G.Rountree and Robert Ramsey,who proceeded to
district sald township by the following lineg:Dividing north and
gouth by the line dividing sections 3 and 4,9 and 10, 15 and 16,
21 and 22, 27 and 28,33 and 34: and east and west commencing at
the township line on the emst and the line dividing Sections 24
and 13,23 and 14,22 and 15,21 and 16, 20 and 17, 19 and 18,s0 s
to quarter the township to form four districts.The northeast div-
jsionision to be Digtrict No.l,the north west division to be Dls-
trict No.2,the southweat division to be District No.3,and the
southesst division to be District No.4. The Board of Instruction
wae orgenized by appointing J.2.sdibbard,president and L.Rountree,
tressurer. %herefore it was ordered that elections for directors
in each district to be held Monday Jan.28,1958. Ordered also that
the treasurer pake resdy a bond for approval."

Digtrict No.l included all the territory around the present
town of Oskdale,extending north to the township line;District
No,2,all the territory around #lkton,mostly south of town;Dig-
trict No.3,all the territory sround the 3rick Church and the
1ittle brick school,known as the w.clean School,or the Yemple
School ,after a new school was built to the gouthwest.

Of late years the name of the District No.4 has been changed
to 73 and the school is known by the name of "Pleasant Hill."

The election for directors vrovided for by the Townshlp 3oard
to be held on llonday,January 28,1856 was held at the house of
"n$111l Thomas "ileClurkin and resulted in the choice of the follow-
ing personsiClark Gordon,John icClay,snd Thomasg icClurkin.

Linville Rountres,who was on the day of organizatlon appoint-
ed township treasurer,continusd in that office until J«P.Hibbard
was apoointed and he continued in that office until 1881 ,when
John S.McKean was appointed and he served for 37 years.

The first school taught within the boundaries of the dils-"’
trict was in a log school house one-fourth mile north and one-
fourth mile esst of the present site. It was a subscription school
taught in the summer of 1855,closing late in the fall of that
year, Mary McAfee Ramgey,wife of Kobert Ramsey,and the mother of
the writer was the tescher snd the pupils were the older children
of the early pioneer settlers in the district.

T T,
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the first school house was built on the present site during
the summer of 1856 by a man named John Kobinson and it was com-
pleted that yesr. This building served the district as a school
house until 1875 when Amos Snyder was given the contract to bulld
an addltion to the west end,thus increasing the capaclty about
one~-third.

ihis building was frame and set upon wooden blocks about a
foot asbove the prairie. It was weather-boarded on the outside
and celled on the inside with tongue and grooved lumber,the walls
gerved as blackboards for the school. This old building served
until some time after 1885,when it was torn down and the present
comodious school was built on the same gite. ‘lhen the name was
changed from District wno.4 to “Pleassnt Hill."

But I have been writing too much about the bulldings and ter-
ritory as these do not form the essential part of District Ko.4.
It was the early ploneers who settled 1in the territory that gave
character to the district and make its history interesting and
important. the history of the district will be best written in
the doings of these early settlers.

Nearly all of the easrly settlers of the district chose to
locate their homes near the edge of the timber which skirted the
small prairie on a hill on which they located thelir school house,

Possibly the earliecat home established was that of aArchibald
Hood in the extreme southwest part of the district.A little later
~ John Steele established his home on a hill 1n the prairie in the

northeast vart of the district. Southesst of his home in the edge
of t he timber came prrank Maxwell with a rather lerge family of
boys. Pogaibly sbout 1840,came the large settlement in the south-
east part of the district,consisting of the famllleg of Clark
Gordon,illiam Adama,william Piper,uilbert Hennle,James and John
Kirknatrick with large families,and a little farther east were
the homes of the icClurken orothers with thelr father “dlll Thom-
as* #eClurken,who had come from South Carolina on account of their
hatred of slavery.

Nearly sll of these early settlers in the district were Cov-
enanters who were intensely loyal to the government and opposed
to slavery. One of the ancestors of the ilcClurkens,Archibald ke-
Clurken,a young man, on home on furlough because of a fever was
taken from his sick bed by General Tarleton and hung in his own
yard as Tarleton was on his way to fight the Battlr of Cowlens,
South Carolina where he was defeated two days later.

Later came James Edgar and James Christy,with large families
and estsblished their homes away up on the virgin prairie. The
Harton Brothers,Joseph and Samuel settled in the timber in the
gouthwest part of the district at a much later day.

All of these early ploneers were well-to-do,thrifty and pro-
vident people. They provided well for the comfort and well belng
of their families. However they falled to plant any trees on the
aere of land on which the school was located. Another thing these
early ploneers neglected was the dlgging of a well -or cistern to
furnish water for the school. it was the custom for two of the
older scholars to ssk for the previlege of bringing a bucket of
water from the Archy i“cClurkin's,now Ray Boyle's,nearly a half
mile distant. The water boys often “killed time" on the way,then
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the 1ittle ones would have to "pass the water" when it came.

Possibly the largest and most compact settlement in the dls-
trict was made during the war when John Thomas and Adam Boyle
and Richard Semple located on the road leading east from the site
of the old "Log School." _

The school house in District No.4 has always been s grest
goclal center. I can remember when the dim lightse in its windows
were as beacons gulding the whole populatlon of the district to
the entertsinments held there., The principsl entertalnments were
the spelling-matches where the puvils of other districts were in-
vited to contest with the local district. The textbook was always
the old "Blue Backed Spelling -Book",and many e pupil 1n the old
school could spell every word in it and tell right where the word
was on the page. in the earlier days Waznnie J.Ramsey and lster
Tom Chestnutt were considered the champlon spellers.

At these matches the spellers were chosen by two captalns who
were in oponosite corners of the room,and the spellers arranged
themselves along the walls facing one another. then the battle of
words would begin and the spellers would zo down one by one untill
perhaps only two on opnosite gides would remaln to spell all the
words shot at them by the man or woman in the center of the room
with a tallow candle in one hand and the "Blue Back" in the other.
Then when onw missed and the other spelled the word,pandemonlium
would bresk loose to be stilled by the announcement of the date
and place of the next match. :

The the Literary Soclety with its debates had lts place as
a socisl function and often have I seen in that old school~room
people from Lively-Grove,Elkton,Pilot Knob taking the part of de-
baters and elocutionists. Previous to the debate we little folks
gpoke our pleces and sang our songs,and the literary paper with
the Jokes and the news of the district was read. lhe debates were
on slavery,etc.,and often became very warm and lnteresting,but
the debaters never came to blows,for the debaters were gentlemen
and neighbors and friends. The champlon debaters as I remenber
them were “Billly" Miller and Knox Finney,and either of them could
defend his side of the question and,incidentally,"kill time" to
lengthen out the program. The "anonymous box" was always kept to
the last to hold the crowds and in it were anonymous shots at
various persons in the neighborhood who needed a“taking down" as
some thought.

Then there were the singing-schools where more select crowds
paid the teacher,admitting no outslders,and the outsliders never
disturbed the school either,for these early ploneers would not
have =llowed it. And these eszrly ploneers and their children
were singers and could carry all the parts and read the notes to
any selection. The singing school was not any play party,and the
singing teacher was very exacting and rigid as to his instruction
and discipline. ,

The game that came the earliest snd stayed the longest at
the 0ld school was "anty-over". In this game the sides were chosen
and took their positions on either gside of the house and a ball
was thrown over the school house which seemed to be better edapted
to anty-over than it was for a school building. If those on the
opnosite slde caught ths ball they would run around to the other
slde and hit some one there,winning them to thelr slde until one
of the sides was broken up,l have often hearg the scholars shout-

Dl -
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and yelling as they played anty-over at the old school when I
wag distant over a mlle,

Another winter game when the large boys were 1in school was
"Town Ball'the forerunner of the more modern baseball. Sides
were chosen and there was a catcher and plicher as in baseball,
but there were more bases and the player was elther caught-out
or crossed-out by throwing the ball between him and the next bzse
while he was running around the large circle. The paddle used was
a board about six inches wide whittled down to a handle,and 1t
was almost imposglible to miss the ball. '

A good running game was '"stink base* in which sldes were che--
gen and the orincipal bases were placed about fifty yards apart,
and off to the side about-forty feet was placed the two stink
bases and the persons caught were placed on the stink bases untll
touched or rescued by some good runner on his side. it was coun-
ted & great disgrace to let your best girl stsy on the stink base
very long,and it wss mortifying to have your rival take her off.

Then there was the "roly-hole" in which game holes in a row
were cut in the 30lid play-ground,esch boy choosing a hole,and
a ball was rolled over the noles,and 1fstopped in yours you were
to grab the ball and naste some other boy,and 1if he was hit he
must take his place at the home and hit some other boy.

Then there was “bull pen where four btoys nn the corners of
g square would throw at the group of boys in the center,and when
a boy was hit he had to take his place on the corner of the square.
it gave a fine chance for you to "sock" a boy in the center you
didn't like and get away with 1t as only play.

A favorite winter sport with the boys was bullding monuments
of snow when the snow would pack. As a winter aport of course we
had skating and shinny and sledding on the ice on Morrison‘s -
or James Boyle's ponds,but they were quite a distance away,and
we had to promise to be back when the bell runeg,whlch we did not
always do,and were punished by forbldding-us to skste there.

Almost all of the time in summer was spent by the girls in
prlaying house 1in the fence corners and under the shade of the
immense hedges on both sides of the school. there with broken
dishes and discarde china wsre from the home,and pleces of old
furniture they made home qulitie respectable. It was a favorite
aport of the boys to ask to "go out"“,and they would “wreck these
homes" or f1ll them up with debris and trash from the roads and
hedgeg. uf course they were caugnt at tlmes by the girls who kept
tab on the boys who went out during scnool.

I remember some teachers better than others;one, my first
teacher was Lizzle Hair who I thought wss a most beautiful woman.
Another,Andrew Kennedy,who tried to keep my older sister in arter
school,but L cried so long and howled so loudly that he let her
g0. Another . remember was Dick Todd with the wooden leg who rode
to school on a yellow mare,Another I remember was Blanchard Ken-
nedy,who hsd been employed by the school board to "straighten out"
the scYhool along in the seventies when some newfamilies had mov-
ed in and demoralized the school. He played ball with the boys ai
noon,but when the bell rang he came inte the schocl room and woe
to the boy,largze or small who violated the rules there.
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i have searched the records until a complete 1list from 1856
to 1914 follows in about the order in which they were employed:

Mary McAfee,1855; Elizabeth Auld,1857;Eliza lYcKean, James J.Ste-
vengon, Jane lcAfee paris, Lizzle Halr, Andrew Kennedy, iarydJ.
Sterrett, ilary Ann Plerson,Bicharéd Rodd, William J.Love, Libble
Beall .Rennie,1866;uary ilathews,rosana uiller, Nannie J.Ramsey.
3.R.MeClurkin, .laggie 1.Ramsey, Joseph iiylie, Robert Hclean,

Ellen “arshall, Blanchard XKennedy, Sarab Russell, Lizzie .orrison,
Renwick Keady,Nannie cClay, Lizzie Herderson,John C.Kerr, liagzie
HBoyle, Joseph Strahan,lean Sveer, Lottie Edgar, James C.Thompson,
David Duguid, John P.McClurkin, Lottle Edgar, James A.Ramsey,1884;
Jom G.Klene, Nellie Neill, Anna Anderson, Anna Boyle,Ssdie 3sggs,
Effie Edgar, Dan Vernor, Frank ilaxwell, John #urphy,Anna Smith
Coulter, Eva Hurray, Lena .icCormlcx, Tillle Boyle,Nannie Piper,
Ads Auld, Williard Boyle, Laura idaxwell, Gertrude Boyle, iielissa
Boyle,1914,

(Mr. Ramsey gave a llst of all puplils who had attended the
school from 1856 to 1914,but since there were as many as twenty-
elight children bearing the same family name, I have included only
the family name of former scholars. L1 thought 1t more lnteresting
historically to note the families who have come and gone as well
as the families who have stayed in the community.)

Adame, Anderson, Andrews,Auld, Avery,Balley, Beall, 3eggs,
Boyle, Brown, Caruth, Chestnut, Christy, Combs, Cook, Dale, Lon-
ahue, Donnelly, Dougherty, Edgar, rllliott, ivans, Ewing, Fox.-
Freeman,tulton, Gordon, Harton, Hemphill, Hood, Hunter, Huff,
Kelly, Kidney, sirkvatrick, Klene, LaWall, Llvesay, Logan, Love,
McAuley, !icClay,HeClurkin, iteComnsghnie,licCormlick, <atson, maxwell,
Moore,lMorrison,Ottweaky,O'Neil, Owens, Piper, Hamsey, Rennie,Rod-
gers, Ronhde, Semple, Sloane, Smith, Strong, Torrens, Weaver, Jies=-
sel,white, tiylie. .

Mr. James A.Ramsey wus born near Oakdale, lllinois on Jan.lo,
1856 and was married to Miss Harrist ..ctlurkin on iay 10,1881,
He was a school teacher in Illinois and went to Kansas where he
was agaln a teacher for many years also served as County Supt.
of Schools in anderson Co.,Kansas.ior twenty years he was Reader
of the Kansas State senate,retiring from that position,served as
Chief Sanitery Officer and was employed by the clty of Topeka
when the State Birth Registration Law took effect., He was sur-
vived by his widow and two sons,.ajor Norman Ramsey of viashing-
ton,D.C. and Lester Ramsey of York,Penn. and a daughter lHrs. O.E.
Frisble of Powell,Wyoming when he cdied 1n 1934.

His son,Norman was p romoted to the rank of General before
viorld War II.

o gy TR
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KERR SCHOOL# g6

Kerr School Disirict is located in Pilot Knob Township,but
18 included,since it is now part of the Consolidated Dlstrict.
Its first De<d was recorded in 3k.i-p.41 June lo,1850. NOo.#56
Districts were numbered in the county in the order in wnich they
were formed, or in the order in which deeds were recorded for
new locations or when names were changed. :

I happen to know that orior to 19002,Al Torrens,v.5.Coulter,
and Lens Coulter taught in this school snd that between then and
1939 when the records in the Co. Supt.Office begln,iiiss Hannle
Piper,ileligss Boyle,Olive Boyle,dillisrd Carson,illlard Torre%;qué
and Vendee—=rituk touzht in the school. e S AAL
LTINS TE T BAROR, T £ IDNIT TEACHAT RERR  Vbraco

1939-'41 Lyle 3Soeteber %cRze ,Frieman,iilese

1941-'46 Zileen Carson Reidelberger,Zachels,Elgenrauch
1946-'47 Joan Carson Willizms,3rammeler,Hogshead
1947-'48 Eileen Fox Zurwicki

LUNEY SCHOOL #57

Luney School,alsc located in Pilot Xnob Township has a
Deed recorded in 3Book P -p.393 ."No.# 57

From old School Registers stored in the Oakdale School, 1
found this information: :

1909-'10 Fannie icConnell . -J .Bremueler,H.Schaeffer, H.Guenter
1910~'11 Etta MMcClay R.Torrens ,Esther Schaeffer
1915-'16 Roy Carson Boyd ,Brammeier,Caupbell

1916-17 Constance Potter Car ,Carle,Carrick

1917-'18 Charlotte Edgar Corpening,Fox,Glenn

1918~ '21 Nell Todd Grote,dsrland, Ibendahl

1521-- '41 Charles Rolfing ¥lingenbere ,Ladendecker,icConnell
1941-"42 lMsrgarat Hegmemeler tlaxwell ,Rolfing,ichseffer
1942-"44 Helen oodrome ‘ Scholar,Stern.Todd

1944« '45 Dorothy !fcClay ' Torrens

1945~'47 Viva Dempsey
1947=-'48 Joan Csrson

BLACK JACK SCHOOL # 69
Blsck Jack School 1s locsted in Plum Hill Township.

Deed recorded Book 40 p.577 lay 12 1871 ;Book 49-p. 498 3-19-1377
Book 83-p.466 COct,.l17,1891

1939-'41 Hazel Pstton . Scraeffer,Danlels,Schueasler
1941-'4% Eleanor Thompson Prater,iulf,valta
1943="'44 iiarcella :cClay Kolweiler

1944='580 Elizabeth Hille
1950-"'51 Juanita icClay
1951-'52, Joyce Roblinson
1952-'53 J,d.Hillysrd
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OAKDALE SCHOOL #70

e have record of the Grade school being established in
Oakdale in 1875,but the Deed was Recorded Book 49-p.603 Sept.l877
ie do not know who the teacher was in 1875,but we do know that
Mr. J.C.Thompson was the tsacher in 1877.Fifty pupils enrolled,

The school scemed to have grown for in 1882 :r. W.k.iaxvell
and Miss Lizzie Ramsgsey were the teachers.

Mr. Davld Duguid wsos an early teacher also.

Mr. Ray KXirkpatricx gave us this information:

QOakdale School 1896-1897
Teachers
Frank ifaxwell - Upper Grades
Sadie 3mith - Intermediazte Gradss
Lottie Edgar ~ Primary Grades
Pupils
Kste Kennedy Frank McQuilkin Allie Guthrie Berths lcClurkin

Lottie Smith #Raymond Kirk fdna Smith Joe liaxwell

Anna ‘clean Elle Thompson Edith Guthrie ilay 3Belle Kemps
Elesnor Auld Lizzie Coulter Inez Kesdy i#ollie Borcherding

Willie Kemps James Boyle Sam iicConaghle Thomas Fulton

w"aldo Thompson 3ert Plper Ethel Femps #Walter MeClurikin
#Ethelllc“ean P earl Hurohy #Ainna Bell ¥irkannle Laura Zennedy#
Willie ¥ennedy Luther iiylie Venton Snyder ilyrtle iicClurkin

Richie Kirk
#* Thogse known to be living 1in 1969.

¥igs Lottle Tdgar may have taught the lower grades before
1896,but she taught there continuocusly until.1lg1ll when the third
room was closed. That year she tsught the upner roon.
John ¥iller taught the unner room some time before 1904 and Lena
Coulter tausht the middle room in that time span also.

In 1904,H.H,.House taught the upper grades,iisrgaret Smith,
the middle grades. '

Some of those who taught the upner grades between 1304 znd
1948 ,were air. Rayburn,!r. Edwin Carson,ilss Tillie Zoyle,:lss
Mary Parlier,ir. J.W.deshburn,iiles iiary Griese, illss SBeth Carson,
f1ss Ells Carson, Mr. Willgrd Torrens,:.liss Thalia Patton,illss
Elizabeth Rohde, lir. Kenneth Frieman, Stanley Coulter,and .ir.
Bruce licLezn.

Some of those who taught the middle room between 1904 and
1911 when it was closed, were !flss Ada Aullgnd jftss Eva iHurray.

Some who taught the lower grades after 1911 wereiiiiss Eve

Murray,Migs Claudine Coulter, iss Luclle Coulter, lilss Gladys
Carson,Miss Fern Carson, liss Gena Torrens and illss Viva Dempsey.
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# Mise Hargoret Smith was glven a Vanity Csse in 1905-'006
by her clsss 4in -the intermediate grsdes.The following names
are sipgned:

Eyelie Srown #Florence Smith Esther Borcherding
Fordie Torrens Loulse Jackson # Grace Torrens
hadge Kirk Wm,:flddleton : Dan Kaufman

Oscar 1cClay Floyd ‘icClay #Leole lMurphy

Lester Guthrie Ella ae Beattls

A plcture taken down 1in the woods northwest of town on the

last day of school in 1308 ghowst*iliss Lottle E£dgar,the teacher,
Children in the pnicture are

Carl Mgrtin ¥ennsth Lunsy #Chorlie Kaufman
# 'W1l1lié Kleinschmid€harlie Smith Ralph Hunter
French ifcClay derwin Willlamson ienry York
Sinda Patton Patton Edgar Donnelly
_ Pastton Louls Begzs Gall Boyle
Dorothy “inters  Fern 3oyle Calvin Donnelly
Lizzle York Florence “white Gertle Kleinschmidt

#E11a May Williamson,Claudineloulter Wilson Miller
# Deceased
A picture taken the game day as the one mentloned above
shows llss Ada Auld ss the teacher and the children in the plc-
ture were in the middle grades.

Cinda Ksufman John 3egas Loyd Torrens
"Lee #Winters Renzo HcClay Harry Logan
Floyd licClay Gladys Carson Cautius Choate
Nannie Patton Ward Auld Anna Bllan
Florence Smith Libble Beggs Louige Jacksgon
Helen Griese Jessie 3orcherding Lawrence iicClay

Five of the children and the teacher are dead as of 1969.
Mrs. Ada Torrens,the teacher;Loyd Torrens,Glzdys Carson Som =~
mers,Jard Auld,Florence Smith Hoffman,Helen Griese.

A plcture taken during the year 1920-'21 shows Misgs Beth
Carson and llgs Clsudine Coulter,teschers. The chlldren were
part of each room.

The chlildren included Zenas Reuter, Joe Bulan, Henry Iben-
dahl, Rollond .cClay,Paul Adams,Dalton Rohde,llar jorle auld,
Beth fcConagnie,Loulse Torrens,Genevieve licClay,-lvira Decker,

Florence Corsgon,..elba Suthrie,ilfildred ilecClay, and Leontine
Decksr.

Fsmilies having children in the first grades in the Oakdale
School between 1939-1548 were:

Bure, Schasefer Shubert Buettner
Markham Mayer MeClay Richmond
Ward Glenn AlTeldt Frieman
UeIlrath Wisely Rohdae Woodside

Grote
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OAKDALE HIGH SCHOOL

In 1922,8 two year high school was opened at Ozkdale.

The two front rooms were used for the grasdes,a large new room
was built on just west of the old primary room and the nigh
achool classges Were taught in those rooms.

liss Thelma Eubanks wsa the first teéacher.

Mr. Fredricks was the second teacher. The next year an ad=-
ditionsl teacher was employed,s iir. Ashbrook. The following year
Kenneth Luney took his vlace.

Other teachers wesre iur. C.A.Reeded,lir. Boczkilewlcz, iir. Fred
Chapmen, lir. Frank Glenn, :r. Clarence Stevenson,irOlivsar .cllrathn
Yy, Archie Woodrome,iligss Irene Piper and ilflss Elesnor Thompson.

Miss Thompson taught typing the year she was there. Tnree of
ner pupils spent their time in the Service typing Dlscharge Papers
for service men:Elmer lclLesn,loel 3rammeier end Larry icClay.

Hhen the second teacher was employed,the school was changed
to » three year school. Upon graduation from the Oskdale lgh
School,most of the students went on to Hashville High School to
~graduate. '

The school was discontinued in 1944. All small high schools
were closed out about that time,

—— —— — ———

TEMPLE SCHOOL #T72

I do not know when the Temple School was bullt,however the
Oskdale School District was # 70 snd built in 1875, Temple
School District was # 72. Plessant Hill had a new school built
in sbout 1885 according to iir. Rsmsey's recollections.

From the teacher's annusl reports on file in .r. Friemsn's
Office,l gathered this informatlon: =siving the tescher for the
yesrs that records were on Tlle and the families having puplls
in the first srade class:

1940-'41 Oliver McIlrsth Dintelman,Huff,lcCray
1941-'43 3Betty Fox Mazender,Shubert, Ahlers
1943-'45 Gladys Sommers

1945-'48 1Ids Bell Voss

PLEASANT HILL SCHOOL# 73
Mr. Ramsey has given the names of all teschers up until

1914 and also he gave the- full names of. 2ll pupils but I only
included tne fsmily names- for brevity.: . .

1939=-'40 Anna lae Todd ~ - - Daresh,Frye,licClay _:-:" 7 ! ‘
1940-'41" Charles Hunt = . - Luczaj,llorris,Torrens - K
1941-'44 Evelyn Kroener Davis,Reuter

1044-"45 igrgarst Auld
1945-'46 Darleen VWisely
1546-'48 sarserest Auld

Ll o L
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FROM AN OLD SCHOOL STORY
- Viritten by
MRS. LAVINA ANDERSON STERRETT
- Copied and published by urs. Frank Torrens
In NARRATIVES OF SPARTA & RANDOLPH CO. GENEALOGY

HIBSARD SCHOOL-- 1872

014 Hibbard School as I recall 1it,was sltuated in the country
west of Oakdale,Illinols and south of the town of Elkton in Viagh-
jngton County. The first building wss a rude log affalr furnilished
with slab benches ag seats,was cold and gloomy. The firey red-
haired Scotchman,John McGuire,was the last teacher in this bulld-
ing,and was the first teacher in the new white frame school house.

The hedge fence by the roadside provided material for switch-
es and John HcGuire kept himself well provided wilth dethorned rods
gtanding up in the corner handy. I remember one boy called him
"Rad~headed-devil™.But this school was ,I guess,enough to try any
man's temper, .

Each pupil had hls own text books or looked on with his neligh-
bor. Tne books were McGUFrY'S READ:RS,RAY'S ARITHMETIC,MITCHELL'S
GEOGRAPHY and WEBSTER'S BLUE BACKED SPELLER. _

My memory of the school has some thrills as I recall the fat
black and yellow lizards that scampered up the wall and disappesr-
ed into a crevice. One day at recess the boys came from the woods
and ssked us girls to come out and see what they had found. So,
we full of curiosity hurried to the door. Janie Patton,smarter
than the rest of us,got there first. On the doorstep she planted
her bare foot on a big blacksnake. How she screamed and did the
boys laugh ? :

At this school house there was a long privy bullt at the back
of the school yard. There was s door at lts each end,one for the
boys and one for the girls. Oh,we were fast becoming civilized.

On going to and from school,through brush and timber,occasi-
onally we would sse a gallon jug of whiskey hid behind a tree
gtump, We girls had pretty playhouses along our way to and from
echool,the boys helplng to carry roeke and sticks to make them.

What a bevy of children answered the hand-bell call in the
fall of 1873. The families of Patton,Hibbard,Crow,Kane,Stark and
many others had moved into the neighborhood and most all had
large families,.lhe Patton family moved soon 1o Randolph County,
T11inois.Their children were ilattie,Janle,David and Annie.

The gtory of the Hibbard family was that the Hibbards were
struggling farmers in Vermont,#ith a large family. ''hen their
gon Joslah Porter Hibbard was two years old,he was gsent to live
with his maternal frand-parents,the Hazens,who 1ived near Battle-
boro,Vermont. When he became a man he went to ichigan and found
employment in -a wholesale house.He joined the army when the U.S.
was at war with the Mexicans before Texas became part of the US.
He was a quartermaster and often carried $ 1,000.00 in his belt
t0 ke=p it from being stolen.

Joaiah Porter nibbard married liss McAfee,who died at the
birth of thelr first child., He marrled as hls second wife Alvina
Ford who wac born 1in Hew Hzwpshire,one of nine children, ker
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father,James rord,brought his family west in a covered wagon,to
Jlean,N.Y. where they tarried for a time. rrom there they travel-
ed to Lllinois,salling on a raft down the vhio and up the nlss-
igsippl river to Chester,Illinois and from there to Eden,near
Sparta. Here Mrs. James Ford died in 1844 and James Ford dled in
1847 at Eden also{buried in Caledonla Cemetery )Sparta.

Josiash Porter nibbard and wife Alvina located in Washington
County west of Oakdsle and 11 was near their home that thilas sec-
ond school house was located that was called the “Hibbard School?

Wnen Josiah met Alvina she was teaching in a log school in
Washington County,on a knoll across the road from "Biscuit Jim"
J.H.HcCGlurkin's house. Alvina was taking care of lay Cleveland,
her sister Susan =2nd Henry Clevelsnd's orphan child,whose parents
had died of Cholera. Henry Clevaland wes a teacher also and dur-~
ing the scourge of cholera bravely took care of some of those af-
f1licted. He visited his motherless babe a few days before his fa-
tal attack. When neighbors found him dead,he was wrapped in a
plenket on his bed and placed 1In a coffin,which was not thereafter
opened. ‘

An ineident in Alvina's teaching life 1s recorded as troubles
of a pioneer teacher,when one evening after school a white bull
got into the school-house and tore up her Bible and cut up other
unsavory capers.

Josiah Porter Hibbard and Alvina lord were married November
20,1850, Their first and second babies died in infancy.The other
six all lived to maturity. They were Addie,Sadie,Henry,Orvlis,and
finnte Roenma. These all saw the light first in the brick nouse
in the epple orchard a mlle south of Elkton and some three miles
west of Oakdsle.Josiah bought another farm adjoining this in 1866
and the family moved to it. On this farm of 774 acres "“Squire
Hibbard",as we knew him lived for thirty some years. He was Jus-
tice of the Peace and often married couples. He also gave Work
to many men as he raised corn,fruit and vegetables. He had a mo-
1assses mill and sold good fresh sorghum molasses for 25¢ a gallon.

His large two-story white hovee with green blinds had a friend-
1y look to passgers-by and the achool children often stopped for
a drink or a lick of syrup from the sugar mill, His children star-
ted to school in the log house,previously mentioned,wlith the long
benches where half a dozen children sat in one seat. In 1873
"papa Hibbard" as we children sometimes called Llm, gave an acre
of land on the road,for a new school-house. It was built of wood
and had an entrance way to hang up our coats and lunch buckeils.
this entrance way provided a temptation to a hungry boy or girl
to slip a sandwich out of another's bucket.

The red deer were in the woods across from the school house
and we have seen them Jump the high rail fence into the pasture.
The desks in the school house had many notches in them and the
new teschers tried to keep the new ones,given later,smooth but
many initials would mysteriously appear on then.

Alvina Ford'a brothers,James,Roscoe and Andrew Jackason, to=
gether with Andrew Ramsey, Henry Yoore and othere went in covered
wsgong drawn by oxen to California in 1849. For fuel on the way
they often used dried "Buffalo Chips.”

Josiah Hibbard moved to Lonzview,texas in 1887 but contracted
gwamp fever and died Dec.31,1887. Alvina éled 1n Kansas 3n 1912.

R i S
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Sadle married William Donnelly who was killed in an auto accident
st Ft. Smith,Arkansas.Henry married Ellzabeth icCloy and Orvis
married her cousin,dary Bell LicCloy and all went to Czlifornia.
Minnie Roena marrled Earl Hyatt and had three sons who lived in
or near Topeka,Kansas. lilnnie died in 1936.

In 1873 Hres. Hibbard's sister ,lrs. Crow,with her husband and
children moved into the old ¥orrison house,east of the school
house. Thelr chlldren were Etta,Charles,Lillie and Ids.

From the Beattle home came Robert,John,ilary,snd #illie Lin-
coln. The latter became proprietor of the laPge Auditorium Hotel
in Denver,Colorado.

W1ll Kane thought hlmself too 0ld to go to school but his
8lx slisters were there promptly. !lary lster married James Boyle;
Mattle married Sam Patton,liaggle married John Kirkpatricik,Isa=-
bella Adeline(Bell) married Tom McClurkin. Nettie married Antho-
ny Carr,Lizzle married James Graham.lannie died in young womanhood.

The Shubert famlily had classical names:as Caessar,Bruno,Dozena,
Amog,Ganius and Hugo. The Dorsal family had rather Biblical names
Abreham,Samuel ,Daniel and Janet. It was told that the Dorsals were
related to royalty in France,but in Illinols they were merely am-
ong the strugzling forelgners who falled to make a strong foot-
hold and the father of the family finally hung himself in nis own
well. 1hink of what the wife and mother must have endured.

The Stark famlly were purely German:Loulse,Henry,¥ritz and
Wilhelm. Ve girls learned many words and songs from Loulse. Henry
married Annle Carr who was for years a farmer near Nashville,Ill.

The Kaufman family were Joseph,Lucinda,Dannie and Anna. One
evening Dennle was carrying a gallon bucket of molaasses from the
Hibbard mill. On the way home was a pond of ice at the Moore farm.
Naturally we must needs slide acrosa the ice rather than keep the
path. Awkwardly(Lavina Sterrett) slid against Dannie,who fell .
with the bucket of molasses. The 1id rolled off. e all scooped
molasases with our hands or whatever we could find,ste some,and
then we saw the vall was far from full.later after plenty of
scolding and shifting,we promised to bring a quarter of a dollar
next day to get another gallon of molasses, wuarterg were scarce
in those days ,too.

The lHcAfee's were uagglie,imma,John,Robert and Frank. The
Auld's were Will,John and uUliver, Oliver died before he was 18
Years o0ld.ill) married Lou Kennedy and John married Bell HHood .
and both families llved on farms west of Oakdsle.

“Mary :l1itchell,s scholar I remember,wore long black curls
which the boys pulled to torment her. My brother namilton Ander-
son and I trudged the mile and a half over field and through mud
interested in everything that went on.

The teacher in 1874 at Hibbard,wass .a dark haired fleshy Rob-
ert C.McLean., I do not remember that he whipped anybody;but he
would bring his heavy home made quirt down on the desk with such
power that we small fry shuddered. He taught us to sing the song
naming the capitals. It was a relaxation for us to join his deep
resonant voice singing)State of waine,Auzusta on the Kennebec
River.Vermont,zontpelier on the Winooskl River",and so on through
all the states.

Being ten years old the tall of 1875,I was a happy girl,to
go to echonol and see 2 nsaw type of tutor-- a real lady,ilss nary
nyers,of Nashville. How we girls studied her from thne toe of her
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tiny shoe to the top of her wavy hair. ner nieces and nephew
fsura,Etta and Jasper nountree,came with her and ralsed the
aocial atatus of the school. :

Willie jficLean and my sister snna sanderson were of school
age now,and trudged aiong as fast as their legs would go. &
remember cstta rountree fell on the ice and hurt her head dread-
fully. Jasper Rountree married Ada HeClurkin,a daughter of J.H.
HeClurkin.

Easch Friday afterncon a young man with a dandy team,came
and took iiss dyers away. we found out thest hls name was Saw-
yer and his home was in Nashville. Je were anxlous lest he might
capture our beautiful teacher,and sure enough, something happened
that she did not come back as teacher next year. Instead our
teacher was llattle Begzs.

New families were drifting into the district and we find new
scholare,liary, Annie,Barbara,Katie and Josle Prebel. ilrs. Prebel
was sick and the girls had a hard time doing the work and getting
to school. The Kaufman family moved away,end the Sam Brown fam-
ilycame. Thelr boys were Charlie,Frank,Dave and Sam. There was
talk then of women in Onio going into saloons and gettiing them
to quit selling liguor. Sam Brown said,"If my wife goes out and
does thsti'll quit her." She was a lonely woman and some thought
she would be better off without him. the Brown family moved away
later. : : .

The Griffith children did not come to school very long.They
were Charles,Diana,Phoebe and Ewing. James and Robert Bruce cane
too.

The #1lliam Rountree family was an interesting one. They
were Ann,Alice,Charlie,James,Kate and liaude.
David Duguld taught one or two yesrs;he was quite well edu=~
cated, ’

"In 1879 Mattie Holliday was the teacher. She had a rolling
gopranc volce and taugnht us many songs and an alphabet of Scrip-
ture verses,as well as Arithmetic and other things.

The Petrashek family had now moved in and ifrs. Petrashek's
sister Anna and Barbara Hobada were keen lassles. Orville and
Greenville lfoore cesme a term or two and were followed oy theilr
brother ,Asbury Hoore,who came as our next teacher,and proved an
efficient one. He had received training from Carbondale State
Normal.

Ann Rountree had attended Sunday School in Elkton end liked
to sing hymns. I often think of her when I near the hymn,

"y think whén I read fhéi‘SWeei story of 0ld’,
when Jesus was here among men, '

when He called little children as lambs to His fold’,
I should like to have been with him then,"

In 19%4 I visited the Hibbard School with HMrs. A.A.VWylle and
Milas Eleanor Auld. There were improvements;a well with pump,a
wash basin and towels,a row of windows to let in emple light.

Ae time makes changes,so schools will change even mOre.
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HIBBARD SCHOOL # T4

The Hibbard Schoolis locsted in Oskdsle Township 3-4
Deed Recirded Book 76-pv.24 July 11,1878
Book 90-p.3%4 J¢t.10,1893

ifra. Lavinz Anderson has given the naomes and a good deal of
the history of @ach fzmily which attended thne Hlbbsrd School in
days long gone by.

1939=-"44 eude lee Coates,mazander,Udarholt
. Stern

Hibbard School was annexed to the Elkton School on April
55,1942 by petition to township trustees.

HOEPKER SCHOOL # 87

The Hoepker School was located in Ozkdale 3-4
.Deed Recorded Book 102-p.1l78 Aug.20,1302 Sec.2
Deed Recorded Book ll4-p.309 Dec.26,1908 Sec.35 . R
Plum Hill Townshlp

The Hoepker School was opened in September 13902 with .
llessre. Christ Hoeller,Louls Klingenberg and Louls Zacheils
as the Directors.of District # 7. On Qct. 25,1902 they met
gnd ‘decidéd to build a cosl house slze 8 X 10 feet and 10
feet hign with a onlank roof. Taere was also a decislon to
dig a clstern 6 feet wide znd 10 feet deep.

The tax levv of 42020.00 on taxable property was to be
levied for:this purpose. .

The following were teachers from 1302 ~13940:

1902-'05 Pearl. McConnell 1621-'22 Helen Griese
1905~ '07 Nettle Rountree 1922-'23 0Olive Boyle

1907="'02 Nellie Smith 1923-'25 Ina .Rohde
1908-'10 Nettie Rountree 1925-'26 FElma LicClurkin
1910~'12 Ella Duguid 1926-'28 iary P arlier

1912-'14 Stella Kroener 1628-'31 Jessanine Dintelman
1914~'17 Bertha .Joeller 1931-'35 3tanley Oexeman

1917-'18 Beth Carson 1935-'37 Thalia Patton

1918-'19 Claudine Coulter 1337-'38 Helen Piper

1919-'21 Edna Adams 1938~'40 Alma Dodds

1940-'41 Yartha Stieg 1952-'53 Joyce iisely

1941~ '42 Stella navens Family names of first grade pupils-
1942-°43% Paul Duncan

1943-'44 FElma Davis voss,Klingenberg,teppert,Kroener
1944-'46 Harcella XcClay Dintelman,Blumhorst,Fuqua,Zachels
1946~ 48 i.L.Lowe Reidelberger,ilorganthal, Hagebush
1948-'49 Herbert Dintelman QOexman,Rigenrsauch,livelascher,3ovay
1949-"'50 Rebecca Tuclker lMoeller,vendell, Pruechsner,

1950~ '51  ladeline Brebm Nancholf,Wilke,Ohleme ler,lialer,

1351=-'52 Juanite :cllay
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OAXDALE CONSOLIDATED GRADE SCHOOL DISTRICT # I

During the esrly 1943's there was a general movement in
I1linois to consolidate the rural schools into central units.
Legislation favorable to this was enacted. The purpose being
to provide an enriched program of educetion in modern facil-
1ties,glving all children the beneflt of hot lunches.

After study and discussion among themselves,the Pleasant
H111l,Kerr and Oakdale School Districts voted to consolidate.

The election was held on April 24,1948, On ilay 8,1948,the fol=-
lowing were elected to serve on the firast five member Board of
Fducstion in the Oskdale Community School DistrictiRay .isely,
Pres.;:illiam Brammeier,Clerk;.ard Auld,Lewrence Eigenrsuch,
and Lawrence tood,lembers.

On !lay 22,1948,the Directors of the Luney,Temple and Oakdale
Schoola met and voted to hold an election on June 5,1948 to con-
a0lidate these disiricts. The election carried.

Yhen school opened in Sentember 1248,the children from the
Plessant Hill,Kerr,Temple,Luney Schools and those in the Oakdszle
School District living beyond a distonce filxed by law,were trans-
ported to the o0ld Oskdale School House Dby r. B3 Hudspeth on his
new school bus. -

The teachers in the newly consolldated school were:
1948-'49 lrs. Eileen Taft,ifrs. Rena ifangls,ir. Thomas Dahncke.
Mr. Dshncke was sovointed to serve as principal and has super-
vised the activities of the school since tne consolidzatlion.

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATRES

Shirley McClay Joyce Filter  Leah NcCray Dolores Frieman
Cecll Alfeldt Robert viord - Lyndon Zachels ilarcla Cunningham
Jack Carrick Norman Roesner KathleenfFriemanCarol Sue larkham

1949-'50 Teachers:iirs. Taft,ilrs. Hangls iir.Dehncke

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATLES
Marcila Rohde Irene +oodside Gary Torrens Grace Braemmeisr
Kenmeth Hood Gersld Zachels Gladys Fox Calvin Ethington
Verdell Alfeldt

1950-'51 Teachera: iirs. Taft,lMrs. Kohring,ir. Danncke

| EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES
Alice Zachels Ejleen Porter Dennis Filelds Kathlyn Frieman
Harold Alfelt Leo Sterns Billy ihlers Leslie Brammeler
Richard Ethington '

1951-'62 Teacher: lrs. Taft - Mrs. Kohring iir. Dahncke

A

EIGHETH GRADE GRADUATES

Kay Coulter " Patty Pitman Orville Davis Phyllis Fr’
Leslie Roblfing Cale Zachels Lloyd Zachels ifaurlce D
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1952~-'53 Teachers: Mrs. Elizabeth Fox,Miss Elizasbetn Raohde

lir. Dahncke
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Ruth Martin Lbis Zachels Faye llazander wallace williams
Mary Ibendahl Joan Word David Shubert Uavid Hogsnesd
Alice UWilliams Nora Dell Elgenrauch -
1953-'54 Teachers: Mrs. Fox,ifiss Rohde,ldr. Dahncke

' '~ kIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES
Thomss D.Dahncke Leona Carle Harlen Ferguson Janet Sue %Word
Waldo Klingenberg

On Oct.5,1953 part of the Black Jack School was annexed %0

the Elkton School District. lhe Hoepker District was annexed
to the Consolidsted School Yistrict by petition to the Co.ld.
of School lrustees. the district was renamed The Consolldated
Grade School Distirict ¥ 1 and the school beoard was increased
to0 seven members.
1954~ ‘55  Teachers:iirs. Fox,Miss Rohde,lr. Dahncke

| ' EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES |
Sarsh P ruitt Nadene wigely Betty Ibendahl Carol Sue Ahlers
1955-'56 Teachers: Mrs. Fox,iliss Rohde,ir. Dahncke

'EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Myrene Carson Laverna Sterns Leroy Ronhfing Terry Heggemeler
Jerry ¥Wilson

1956-‘57 Teschers: NMrs. Fox,Mrs. Hodghland,mr. Dahncke
KIGHTH GRADZ GRADUATES

Helen Kurwicki Sheron Coulter Alice Dghncke Doris Jean Bramrceler
Dennis ¥Frlemsn Earl Zachels diadonna Shreeman

1957-'58 Teachers: Mrs., Fox,lrs. liangls,ir. Dehncke

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES
"Donna' Ahlers -Betty Hood . .Billy Hudspeth Danny Heggemeler
Dottle Kelly Dennis Lawlers Kenny Hogshead Cathle lorrens
Vonnie Jo VWisely
1958~ '59 leachers: Mrs. Fox,Mrs. Mangls,ar. Dahncke

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Bdith Caraon idarlene 1aft Barbara Zachels Jerry Ahlers
Jerry Shubert Jackle Shreeman
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1959-'60 Teachers: Mrs.Fox ,Mdr. Relph icTells,lr. Dahncke
o EIGHTH GRADZ GRADUATES

Joy Torrens Judy Sterns Betty Chandler Donna lcConnell
Robert Selfl Sammy frultt HMarvin Coulter 3Betty Ruth Brammeler

On Jen.4,1960 the Elkton School petitioned the County doard
of School Trustees to he annexed to the consolidated district.

1960-'61 Teachers:Mrs.Fox,Mrs. Nelda Emert, Mr. Dahncke
| ' EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Rogalee Auld Elliot Collier Archie Fuqua = ‘Esrle Jegn Auld
Wnitsell AhlersCarolyn Rohde Launa Zacneis Thomas J.Dahncke
Sharon Helbig J.D.Helbig Larry Musielek Randolph Shubert

Preceding the opening of school for the 1961-'62 school
year,the school board purchased a tract of land Jjust east of
the village of about 10-12 acres in slze. After carefully oplan=-
ning,they contracted the building of a modern school bullding.
The -bullding contalns esn office snd four classrooms separated
from an all-purpose room and kitchen by s wide corridor.There
18 a large entrance at the west end of the building which ser--
ves ae a closk hall for visiting audiences at community gather-
ings,while on bad days 1t provides an excellent area for play-
ing ping-vong. The all-purpose room has bleachers along one side,
on the south end is » staze with showers snd dressing rooms on
either side. Roll-2-way folding tsbles provide a cafeterla area
at noon,thenvhen the tables ere rolled away,the basket ball court
is occupied. Toilet facilities =nd custodlan storaze is also
provided.The bullding is gas heated and lighted by electiricilty,
supplémented by an excellent group of sky lights in each room
and slso the corridor. These sky lights not only conserve elec-
tricity but more importantly,theyglve an excellent diffused light
in all parts of the bulilding. :

1961-'62 Teschers: Mrs. Fox,lrs. Emert,Hr. Dahncke
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Carolyn Xreher Ruth Auld Sandra Wilson Robert GordonDAus
Terry Fox Kenneth Taft Connie Patton

1962~ '63 Teachers:Urs, Fox,Mrs. BettyBrammeler,iir. Dahncke
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Lind~ Auld Harold Cook Sandra Helbig Kathy Sue Heggemeler
Sandra Vosges Linds licConnell Jeannie Groenwald
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1963-'64 Teachers:Mras. Fox,i¥ra. Zlma iercer,.r. Dahncke
'~ EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES
Judy Dehncke ‘Judy Fuqua Andrea Shubert liary Beth Sterrett

Larilyn Seek Roger Allen Lharles Kreher Bill Rohlfing
Eulyne P owers Hobert Wood ~ Jonathon Carrick

1964~ 65 ‘teachers: Hrs. rox,Mrs. 'ercer ,ir. Dahncke
' EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATAS

Patty taft Debrs Taft Florence Wood Sharon Elgenrauch
Xarla <ueen Loretta Davis wayne Auld ¥arcis Kernedy
Phil Carson Larry delbig Pale .cConnell Johnny Grenwald
Dennis duff Eugene Kreher Jogenh Degenhardt

19665-'66 Teachers:idrs. Fox,Mre. ilercer,ir. Dahncke
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Ronsld Auld Darrell Taft Paul visely Pamele llusielzk
Ray E.Kohring  John H.Carle  Lorrasine Kennedy James ?P.Ronan

1966~'67 Teachers: Mras. Fox, ' Mrs. iercer, iir., Oesch,ilr. Deshncke
' EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Becky Carson Jack Fox Ricky Patt on Barbara Degenhardt
Bobby Ronszn o

1967-'68 Teachers: Y¥rs. Fox,Mr.Williams,ir.Dshncke
EIGHTH GRADE QRADUATES

Pamels Auld Lana Carrick Kathleen Carle Randy Brammeler
Pamela Kennedy Sara Xohring Snerry Kroener Charles Degenhardt
Marlene Voszes Effie Sue Fuqua,Roblin Richardson

Hargaret llontalne ' .Samuel Sterreti

1968-'69 Teachers:irs. Betty Renkin,lrs. Fox,iir. Willlams, -
. r., Danncke .

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

Jamie Kennedy Polly Taft Xathleen Ronan Cinda Brammeler
Evett Bell #11liam Cook  Allan Dahncke Rusgell Broacdwater
Michaoel i#cClay '

Mr. Todd Fox was custodian in 1G48-'49, Since 1949,iir.
Charlce Brammeler assisted by members of nia famlly has been
custodian all the rest of the time since consolidation.:ihey
have besn very efficient in keeping both yard and pullding 1in
nice condition.
The followlng ladlee have managed the cafeteria:iirs. Fglgena
Wigely,lirs. Irene Alfeldt,iirs. Arnold #ilson andlfras.borothy 3rzme
meler,lfr; Evelyn Kreher,and lirs. Ren Renliing.
I 2
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PROGRESS IN CURRICULUM IMPROVELENT

gince consolidation,a very definite program has been car-
ried out to gradually lmprove the curriculum and provide modern
visusl ald equipment. This includes a film strip and slide oro-
Qector‘a good film strip library,an over head projector,a '

Ditto' liquid orocess duplicator,typewriter,maps,and reference
books.Library books and magazlines are added each term.

The last two yesrs,we have certain'speclal' educatlion clas-
ges,remedial reading and asrithmetic classes,and ihe services
of 8 school nurece.ilost of thege have been on a ccoperative basis
with the mashville Grade School andthe Kaskaskla Specisl Educatlon
vistrict,which is made up of Washington,derion,and Clinton Counties,
During the summer of 196t the 'Head Start' program was conducted
at Nashvizle. Then duting 1967 end 1968 the ch lldren of the
Dakdale District were eligible to attend botn the '‘Head Start’
and ‘Summer School' classes.

Numerous efforts to secure music instructors have been tried.
Mrs. L.C.Haege began during the early yesara of consolldation. She
gave both class and private lessons one day a week. Then Lellasters
of Carbondale sent band instrument instructors for about a year.
This wasn't too successful because of too many different instruc-
tors. During the 1967-'68 term three puplls from Oakdale took
part’ in the band prograw offered by the Nashville School. They
 all had first place ratings in the music contest at New Baden
in the Spring.this evidently led to more interest for during the
1668~ ‘69 term,none more jolined the first three. This enabled us
to have !r. Carl #ebster of the Nashville Grade School to come
to the Oakdsle School one doy per week for an hour or more in-
gtruction,ususlly on Wedsenday afternoon from 3:45 to 4:4E,

Mach progress was made for 1n the contest just completed at mag-
coutsh on Saturday :tarch 8th,eleven of the twelve competed and
received seven first place ratings and four second place ratings.
iwo are now elegible to go to the State Contest',namely:Kathy
Ronan and ilike dcCloy.

The puplls of the seventh and eighth grades have taken part
in the Poster and Fssay Contests sponsored by the w.C.T.U. Oak-
dale has had four winners in the 3State Contest,namely:kdith Car-
gson,Tirst place poster;linda Auld,first vlace essagy:;hil Cszrson,
gsecond place essay;and -ilke sicClay,first place essay. itany puplls
were winnera in County Fair Exhiblts,Conservation Books,arithmetic,
Spelling ,Dictlonary, snd 'Better Breakfast' poster contests.
Oskdale has always had itas share of gradustes who have gon€ on
to distinguish tnemselves 1ln ‘higher education' in High Scnool
and College. It would be a surprise to many to be able to list
all those who have gone on to college for his or her Bachelor's
Msster ‘s and even Doctor's Degree. it 1s doubtful whether there
is as small a communlty anywhere that supplies as many teschers
as Lakdale has,and we hope will continue to in the future.
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SPORTS

'Sports' have not been neglected,and Oskdsle has had 1ts
gshare of winners in tournements ss the numerous trophles,ln-
cluding at least two first place trophies in Basket 3all will
indicate. 1he two maln sports are goft ball and basket Dball,
although volley ball occuples most of the month of iarch.

The school 1s the social center for many community meet-
ings. The 'Pep Club' and ‘nasket sall Boys' with lots of help
from:theilr mothers have sponsored suppers for different orgsn-
izastions to provide a new score-board clock and new stage cur--
talins.

Although we have been in our new bullding for seven and one-
half yesrs, many s8tlll refer to 1t as our ‘new school . It
should be a source of pride for every citizen of our communilty.

We aporeciate ur, Dahncke giving this excellent summary of
their accomplishments.

We are qulte certaln there is much more history that could
and should be nreserved. This much we were able to gather.

We would be glad to add anytihing thst you would llke to
contribute ss a Supplement in the copy that will be placed in-
the Weshington County Historical iluseum. C.C.
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LAND ENTRIZIS AS RECORDED IN VWASHINGTON COUNTY COURT HOUSE
Esch square reoresents 40 acres.
OAKDALE TOBISI-RQA 'ﬂo
Sec.2 o Sec., 1 ;
F’ et T ey e R e SIS, - -
IJohn . Nosh John W. ! John John Robert Robert Andrew
Hughes | Washburn | Rountree : iialker iualﬁer Walker ¥ialker Todd
1%39-6-6 1252-8-21 1852-11-22 1836-4-121836-4-12!1836-9-8 |1837-9-8 1u39 gy -
— | |
John Nosh Francils {uilliam TJames John dargaret |fndrew
Huehes | Washburn | Stsmps datson Bizham :¥111tams | Todd Todd .
1°39-6-61851-9-23 [1852-11~ 201850-7-1 1839 12-14;1836-8-26.1839~9-241335-g4 -
: : : 4 S
| | :
Cornelius: Sdward Pobert  [¥1lliem Cornelius Cornelius:James i Jonn
Peery 1311lashaliKelso Wat.son “Peer; 'Peery !Bigham fthloy
1853-2-2 1,54-2 6 }%39—12- :1848-10-251840-4~16 1859-8-20,1839-6-12 | 1138197
i : 1
| |
Edward Edwargd Robert jWilliam 5Cornelius?CorneliusnJames James
Blllas1allBillashallKelso datson Feery Peery i Bigham 31 gham
12584.0.6 1854-2-6 1839-12-5 1552 8-21:1840-4-16 1537-8 261 1839 6- 12’1939—6-13
R . U SR ~I e st S,
| : WRTR “I.-... e R N .
i ! :
Wiley Ni1liam |[Edward iFielding "Hiram Hiram David Hory
Ayers Hatson 31llasballPer"y ‘Wells ‘Wells iells Smitn

1%33- 10-171%52 11-231854-2.6

-

1853-12-1 1829-11- 141829 11- 14132%-9 -29

lu}Q-P-:"::

Hiram

Wley {Willlam Flelding ‘Hiram David Hary
Ayerg {datson Perry iells ‘Wiells Ylelis Smith
1839-10-171%52-11~23% 1852~ 11-171529 11-141829-11- 141828 -9-29 ;1835-8-3
—— ; - ——_—
Perry iley Wiley Thomas iFrancis Joseph . Jogeph |Freonels
Roberts Ayers Ayers Bird ‘Torrens fTorrens " Torrens Torrsns .
1854-2-13|1%39-10-141853-7-19 1253-12-1 1839-8-7 (1838-6-20 1838-6~20 {1835~E-7
Perry Wiley Wiley John ‘James James |James James
Roberts Ayersg Ayers IieClay :3lgham Bigham SBighanp figng:_
1°54-2-1% 1339 10-hllq5)-7 19 1853-12—1'1839-8-8 1839 8-8 1839 8- 13 183%-~=-1"
gl LIV - B el Al L [P “.ane -
Sec.ll uec.le ,




118

CAEDALE T.3 8 «R.4 ¥.
. Sec.4 e — Sec.
— e e g — i e e g e .
John GreenvilleGre=nvilleSamuel Abraham | Abrszham Neadham | leadham
Robinson | Rountree |Rountree ;Y¥cKinney |Zwahlen ; Zwahlen ilecoy . llecoy
1853-9-9 | 1854-1-10) 1854-1-16) 1834~ 4-29 1854-11-251854-11-251852—8-2&i1852-8-2;
|- z
| |
Jane ! '74111sm | Barshalme| Samuel Hezekiah ' John John S. Greenvills
Kingston ; Hoots : ilalone «AcKinney |Whecles ' Ring Colllins Rountres
18£2-11-3 1854-1-16, 1854-12-141834-4-291854-2=14 1854-2-24 LE8F2-10-21 1946-841;
, |
= |
| |
Harry H. Andrew ! Andrew ' Robert John 3. hhoda
. Talbott ! Todd i lodd - Fillmore | Colling ! Pecry
i 1836-12~-% 153&)-—1:‘?--23i 1836~ 12_—21553-10-24]1852-10-211543— 4-1¢
: ! : !
! I |
;
Hapry H. Andrew  |Andrew : Edward Edward [ %Willian
Talbott Todd : Todd :311llashallliarshall | Watson
1836~12-7 1836-12-2%1536-12-251954—2-6 1854-2-6 1852-11-27
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Seorne Hatthew Katthew Thomasg tRollin S.:%W.R, John Perry
dcAffe~ |Forrest  Forregt | Johnson ;Fillmore Rountres |Bobbit | Roberts
1338-£-30. 1822-5.9 1352-8-24] 12642118 1953-8-25) 1853-3-28| 1853-3-29] 13c4-2-1:
t James Allen B. JameaH. %¥illiem |Villiam !W.R, John John-
Steele Rountre: |[Horrison | Aald i At A | Rountree ! Jirles Jirles
1836-6-14 1239-6-11{185%-1-14; 1854=11-2R1854-]1- £1853-3-28 1854-9<18! 1854-G-1:
' 1 ———
Jameg Lynville ,Lynville |Susan twilliam John .! John John
Steele Rountre= | Hountree jRountree :Auld Jirles i Jirles |Jirles
1836~4-121183%-6-14 ,1251-3-18|1836-6~9 | 1854-3-9 1854-11-281854-5-18] 1854-5-1"
- l
James Lynville !Samuel Samuel Alexgnder|John John jOhn
Steele Rountree |mcKinney |McKinney : Hay Jirles Jirles irles
1256-4-12|1836-6-141R35-6-25]836-4-16 |1853=3-9 1854-11-29 1854-9-18| 1854=-3-1
i i U
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OAKDALL T.% S.=R.4 ¥,
Sec.6 o Sec. 5
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Abner James H, H. . John Helen Willizm H.Joln
Reid Hemnhlll idheelegs | Wheeless - Kinyon Kinyon . Keya t Spauldli-,
176221121 243-7-3 1837-;12-251832-7~33.1834-1—1hl837-12-291837-12-2321853-5-;'
’ ; !
John James H. A.B.R, John John William H.Albert
Jeffries { Hemphill | iheeless |heeless | Kinyon ‘Kinyon : Keys ‘Jackson
1848=6-27L%43~2-6 1837-12-201837-12~2¢] 1834-1-14 1834-1-14 1833-3-24,1838-1.3
[ o
|
Samuel Bamuel John H. H. iWllliam William | Rnoda
Knox Knox Kinyon wheeleses |Wheeless 'Rountree Rountree :Jackscn
1233-10-2018393-10-291835-2-6 1822-7-30 11826~1-9 ;830-9-11 - 1836-4-27: 1837-0~2
i
. , | 1
! Samuel Allen John Haney ' H. |William Albert
t Knox Kinyon ! Kinyon wheeleas Evr’hceless . Rountree Jackson
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i , : . ﬁ . e
a , | |
1 % !
i Robert John Archibald qobprt ‘George  GreenvilleGreenville: James
i Ploer Kane i icClurkini Xone jidcAffee Rountree Rountree %teele
_?1!3%—11-2?1936—11-131836—2—13183? ]1-14 183 %-R-JO 1827-6-2 1837-L 2 1 S 3C=4~12
—— ‘
; | ‘
i Robert Joun ' Arcnibald! John {idartin Josiah | Allen B. Jzaes
: Piper Xane e Clurkini XKane i Spiller little i Rountree Steele
%1535-11 ~2[71836-12-131836-2~13 1238-T7~ llg1336-4-27 1828-4-18, 1 830~4~3 ‘:)b -di-
— L | -
i |
*Nancy John Archinald | Robert Ancnibald| Josiah fardy James
: Patton Xane MeClurxin | Kane ; WicK€an Little lieccy ategle
i 12842407 NB44-2-27 1“36 2«13 N853=-1-11 §1838~C-131837-b-2 {l&}o 6-3 1335~h=-1-
[ |
. | . )
| Yohn frchibald | dohm Archibald] Elizavetn Janes Eardy dardy
| Gibgson  [f2Clurkin ' Kone AcKean ! 'icKean icAffes |ieccy Keecy
{1834 3-°51°3u-° 13 1049-12-2%1957-10~121840-8- 28 [1.833-2~6  1830-6~E |L038-12-
Sec 7 i SRR T Rt
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OA}:DALE '.[ll3 SO-R.A -“.
Sec.1l4 7 Sec.1l3
| |
Oliver fohn Thomas David ngmes James 'Georwe Georze
North ‘eClurkin Zird ileClay 3ighan Bigham :delialir Teraip
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!
' %illiam | -John Frederick! Davig :

| James Jaunes ' Jamesg John
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James Willlam  [Willlam |Obediah §w11ey Wiley James David
deClurking Avers Ayers Ayers ' Ayer P Ayers i :ieClay PAeClay

1831-9-27: 1839-10-411826-4-201837-2-7 1*3'-3 24 13382324 1838-102-201847-6-2
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;
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OAKDALE TI3 So-Rozl' W'o
Sec. 16 Sec.15

Lot 4 Lot 3 1 ot 2 Lot 1 L [

John D, [Linville S. Johrs D.  Jomes 'Uilay Hiram Hiram
Yood Rountree !McKinney |Vood MeClurking ayers Griffith |Griffis
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I OAKDALE T-3 S.-—R.li- "I’J.
Sec.18 . , O = -1 T ¥ (R
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1 1854-1-10 1853-11-311854-11-231754-1-3 , 1253.]12~ -211853-12-211853~ 2 91 B3C.0-
E L) .-i.u ) ey GRS - L P L A
I { ]
%
Ruth Samuel |Josiah P.|Josiah P.:James John ' Tohn
I Larama Scott Hiboard |dibbard | Fullertion Gormley :Donnel!
1°84-3-2 11854-12-7|1854-120231854-11-251854-11-28 1840-6-2G,18357=-5-
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iFilliam IgaacP, Isaac P.|Alfred ;. John ‘John George Georgs
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OAKDALE Te3 Se=Ra4 Ui,
SECALE e mereegmra e e S5ec.25
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Archibald| Archlbald; James James ?John JamesH. JamesgH. Daniel
H~od Hood Kirknatricfirkpatrickiing Haxwell daxwell llaxwell
1230-1-171839-1-17 9339-1—24 1939-5-8 | 1838-4-230833-3~24 i1838-5-24 |1840-4-3
{
i
Yartha Martha . James James Jorn JamesgH. | J. H. . Daniel
MeClurkindeClurxin Kirknatric$irko@tr*0f ing s Maxwell ¢ Meilhanonitaxwell
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Sac,28 Y Sec.27 e
Grorce Jamen James Willlam Archibald] Archibzld | Archibald Archlivs
#eClane | ¥cClelland«cClellangRaney . -lood Hood Hood Hood
16E4-12-7} 1853=12-121853=6-1 |1851=5=30;1835-5-26|1835=5=26 1836=3-23 137612
%
John John James Willlam }Archibald Archlbald | Archibald) Archnibe
Hood Hood deClellandRaney ‘Hood Hood ttood Hood
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- ;
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r ! 1 ) B |
Jotn John Lychibald John John Georse
{ Hnod - Fullertonj Hood MeClurkin| LdeClurkin MecLane
i1n=7-= -12 11839-3-124 1837-5-3 | 1837-5-3 1854~1-3
,John ‘| Thomas Archlbald | John i+ John Matthew Yatthew datthew
{ vood Brown Hood dcClurkini JWeClurkin| Locier Locier Loci=r
) 1837-F-12] 185£~9-18| 1839-3-12| 1837-5-3 | 1237-5-3 |1854~12-9| 1854-12-9| 1854-12-;
. Hugh Archibald | Archibald| Thomes John James Willlam |George
" KirkpstrickHood ; Hood Brown . Hood ilcAffee |Morrison |iicLane
{ 1R36-10-30837-0-8 1637-9-8 |1835-3-12:1836-9-8 |1857~12-211853-12-211853-~12~!
, T |
Tsanc Isaac  Isaze Thomas %John James Frances Frznces
- Nelson Nelaon | Nelson Brown - Hood {ffcClurkin{ Locler Locier
. 1830-10-31836~10-3 : 1854-9-15 IR“S ?-19 1836-9~8 [1836-10-101854=12-9|1E54-12-:
ll -iﬁqu T T g R S of IR U< ' A e s Y S TP BRSNS Ao v how, My el T N
'Maurice Daniel lDaniel Daniel - :James Frances Frances |David
- Shuster Robinason ! Robinson |Robinson Coulter Locler Locier iteTibb
flﬂﬁb-ll- S[f1RE4-11-271854-11-271854-11~271837~11-31854-12-~9 |1854-12-91854-11-2
- ' j
‘Maurice paniel { Daniel  Ebenezer | James James Alexander|David
{Schuster obingon | Robinson fplexander : Coulter Carlisle !uhite ifcGlob
 1984-11-271854-11~271854-11-271854=-12-7: 1837-11-3;{1857~1-23 1839-1-25}1854-11-2,
— | ;
¢ .
' i I -
3
: | |
: Charles |Charles Ebenezer |Ebenezer | George George Willlam |[Davig
‘Robinson Robingon Alexander Klexander! Cherry Cherry Boyd HeGibb
i1'5'=2+-11-931854-11-291554—12—7 1854-12- 7'1Q24-11—251837-12~8i1839-1-22L854-11-2
t
| | :
3 l '
s Charles |[Charles i Charles [W#William fGeorae George John David
{ Robingon | Robinson Robinson Cberry Cherry Boyd ieGlibb
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MY PATERUAL GRADPHATE woiz ;
SHe ek Fitlhiogr (9% - 1263 s f
Lois (Slosson) Fillmore {1798-1844). )
My maternal grandparents were Wiley '

Boyakin of North Carolina (1787- l“

) 1847) and Malissa Boyakin of North i

Carolina (1788-1848). My father, Q

] Rollin Slosson Fillmore, was borm !

June 29, 1819, and reared at Clarence,
New York. He taught school several
years in New York, Mississippi and
Louisiana. In 1847 he attended Medi-

Ry
R

4
cal School at Tulane University, New ®
Orleans, and in 1848 graduated from g
Geneva Medical College in New York. i
In 1849 ke located. for the practice of [
medicine. at Elkton, [llinois. In 1850 £
President Fillmore appointed him Post i
Master at the town where he was lo- !
cated. In 1851 he married Emily Louisa .
* Rider (nee Boyakin) of Belleville. Ilis. s';

My sister Emily Eupheme was born in

AT ATy T M gl by e T —— g ———

\ 1852 and the writer Dec. 22. 1854.

— My sister was reared at Belleville,

Ny llls., where she taught in public schools E

-~ ' for fifty-two years and died there Jan- -

ey sary 9, 1931, In @gg_we moved to
. St. Cloud. Minn.. where father prac- i

- ticed medicine till his death on March 3

~ ) 1859. of pneumonia. My mother was ]

2. - bomn in’ Tennessee. Her family moved v

-~ ) to the state of Mississippi but her par- i %

3 ’




ents not believing that human beings
should be bought and sold as slaves,
emigrated to Belleville. Ills., in 1846.
Within a few weeks after the death of

father, his brother from Ortonville, .

Mich., came and took us to his home
for two months, at the end of which
time we went to my grandfather Fill-
more’s at Clarence, New York. Here
we remained till! November, 1859, when
we went to make our home with an
aunt, Mrs. Catherine Merrills. at Belle-
ville, llls. In the summer of 1861 my
mother married James Steele, when we
went to his farm near Nashville, Ills.
My half sister, Emilv., was born Oct.
24, 1862. On Sept. 8, 1863, my mother
died of Erysipelas. In those days it was
not the custom to embalm and on ac-
count of the condition of the corpse
and extremely hot weather, she was
buried the =ame day between sunset
and dark in the little Covenanter
chuchyard about ten miles southwest of
Nashville, Ills. I was a little boy of
eight years of age at this time. [ have
experienced some lonely periods in my
life but I shall never forget my loneli-
ness the mornming after we buried my
mother. [ felt like I had lest my best
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PRESIDENT FILLLCRE APTCTITL ELXTON PCST WALTER Ix 1352

Rollin Slosson Fillmore,a sown of Snherlock Fillmore,was born
June 29,1519 at Clerence,.iew York. As = young man he tavght school
in Mew York,Missis ipri,end Loui:sians, In 1847 he atitended the
Medic=al School at Tulaorne University iv dew Orleans,Le. In 1348 he
greduated from Geneve lledicrsl Collese in lew York. In 18649 he
located for ths practice of medicire,nt Eluton,Illinoic.

In 1650,President Fillmore couno'nted Dr. Filluore to serve as
Fost Master in Elkton from 1850-18582., (President Fillmore was =2
first cousin of the doctor's father)In 1851 Dr. Fillmore married
Emily Louisa Rider(nee Boyzkin) of Delleville,Illincis. In 1856
they moved to 5t. Cloud,Miinesotz where he procticed medicine i1l
his death from pneumonis on March 4,1C59,

In the summer of 1661,James Steele,a farmer south of Elkton
married Dr. Fillmore's widow. To tThis union was born Emily Louisa
Steele,who was the grandmother of llartin LicCloy of Brighton,Coloe.

James Steele and Horry H.Telbot 1zid out the town of Elkton

in 1837

Mr.Martin FeCloy furnished thic iunformation,tzken from a
nrinted cony of Fillwore Genealogye.
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WILL OF GEORGE CHERRY - MADE 2/25/1867 - Perry County =R
Will Red, B, Page 1
Died Testate befere May 21, 1867
"I, Geerge Cherry, in the County ef Perry and State ef Illinois, de hereby make
and Declare this my Last will and Testament in manner and ferm fellewing te wit:
First, it is my will that my funeral Expenses and all my just debts be fully
paid,
Second, after the payment of such funneral Expenses and debts, I glve, devise,
and bequeath, unte my Daughter Sarah Cherry, etherwise Dunlop, the Sum of Five
Dollarrs te her and her heirs and assigna ferever.
Third, I give, devise, and bequeath unte the three heirs eof my Deceased Daughter
Reweca Jeane, whe was intermarried with David Willsen, the sum ef five Dellars
($5.00) cash each, making in all fifteen Dellars and their heirs and assigns
ferever, |
Third, I give and Devise unte my Daughter Mary McClurkin, fermerly Cherry the
sun ef four Hundred Dellars te her and her heirs and assigns ferever. Alse ny
herse and waggen.,
Pourth, I give and devise and bequesth unte my Daughter Martha Ann, Adams, wife
of Samusl H. Adams the sum ef Three Hundred Dellears te her and her heirs and
assigns ferever. Alse, a certain Tract of Land No. as foliews, The North West
part ferty Acres of the South West quarter of Sectien Ne. 32 Tewnship Three South
ef Range four West laying and being in Washington County and State of Illineis te
her and her heirs and assigns ferever.
Fifth, I give and devise and bequeath unt my Daughter Ellon McMillan, Wife of
James W, McMillan the Sum ef Five Dellars te her and her heirs and assigns fer-
ever,
Sixth, I give and devise and bequeath unte my Son, James A. Cherry, all the
Ballance, Ressi--, and Remainder ef my preperty bethe Real and personal te him
and te his heirs and assigns ferever,

Ninth, all the Just Debts and Leggiteas all heir must be paid up.

And lastly, Thereby Constitute and apoint Samuel H, Adems and James A, Cheryy

of Perry County, Execktors ef this my last will and Teatament, Reveking ang




page 2 - Will of Gee. Cherry

annulling all former Wills made by me and Ratting and Confirming this and ne ether
to be my Last Will and Testament, in Wittness, Whereof, I the said George Cherry
have hereunte set my hand and Seal this 25th day of February 1867 in the year

of our lord one thousand Eight Hundred and Sixety Seven.
George Cherry ,E‘:\
tu Se
signature &]7
Signed Sealed and published and Declared Wy the said Geerge Cherry as and-for

his last Will and Testament in presence of us who in hia presence and in the

presence of Each ether and at his requist have Subscribed eur names as Wittnesses

Bavid Brown --- - (can't read)
signed iSeal\ﬁ

George J., W. Smith W
@

PROOF OF WILL

therete

State of I1lineis
8s

Perry Ceunty
In the County Court ef said county, In Probate April Term A.D. 1867 Persenally
appeared in epen court - David Brewn and George J. W. Smith Subscribing

witnesses te the armexed inétrmnent.




18/0 CENSUS - Perry County, Illineis

Cherry, George age 40-50 yrs.

s Margaret " "

» 1 male " 5.10 yrs.
s 1 male " 15.20 yrs.
y 2 female " 0-5 yras

y, 2 female " 5=10 yrs.
s 3 female "™ 10-15 yrs.

1850 CENSUS - District #7 - Perry County, Illineis - Sept. 11th, 1850

Cher Geer 50 yrs. Bern in Ireland
ry: Ha.ré? 20 yrs. Tllinois (faZerMus tisn Meblicile]
» James 15 yrs. Il1linois
» Martha A, 13 yrs. I1linois (Mr Semel Hugh Qo)
» Elanor 11 yrs. (filx) I1linois (M. ﬁw Memetlam)
Neil, Matthew 36 yrs. Born in Ireland
, Sarah (Cherry) 30 yrs. Ireland
, EKdbomEliza J. 10 yrs. I1lincis
, James R, 9 yrs. Illineis
, Rebert A.8. 7 yrs. Illineis
, John C, 5 yrs. I1lineis
s Margaret A, 3 yrs. Illinois
» Samuel R. 4 months I1linois
y George C, 4 menths I1linois

1860 CENSUS - Dist. #7 - Perry County, Illinois - Sept. 10, 1860

Cherry, Geerge 61 yrs, Born in Ireland
, laabella 47 yrs. (2nd wife) Ireland
s children

Dunlap, Jacksen (2nd marriage) 43 yrs. Bernin Ireland
, Sarah (Cherry) (Neill) 40 yrs. Ireland

» children




Some additicnal leachers serving Keud scheel
frcm 1915 oR &2 -

Frank Stewart

wleancr wld

Lcis McClay

tobert Kerrx

£lsie Gilbert

Lester ¢ilbert

Velma tiper

~cme additicrnal infec. con Elkton:

(My uramdparents) Fred(H.F.,¥,.)dunner~ann and his vite M. ry (Heypemeier)
lived in Elkten frem the time ¢f Their marriage im 18605 - te 1878. ihey
lived in the small tan brick vuo.er ccvered hceuse cn the ncrth siue ¢f taoe
raad near the church., Mr,., Vunnermanun was a blacksmith, trney alsc maintained

a lar_e truck garden und small erchard. Had a Negrce cou-le as cne oI Taelr
neisnbers, winem they regarded very hignly. 4dhey scmetimes bocirrewed Mr, O's
Rerse and wagen te je oand visit ctocr negrce faumilies living cut ¢f walking
distance in washingtcen Tcunty. Cn these rare cccassicns they were rinely
di.ssed in black sil% ana black wocl bhrceadclotn -i1tn ccasiderable gold ewelr:
anc the traditicmal red bandana the lady usually were aid nct apnear,

I1've heen t. ld that a Steve founary was in operatica in Llktem durin, thcse

vertie Hogshead
years.,




