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KLEINSCHMIDT-\wOODSIDE STORE : f

Some time in the early 1899's Deve Smith built an implement
ghoo on the corner of Lot 1,Block 6. ie operated 1t for some
time and 1s thought to have done some blacksmithing in one side.

He sold out to Thomas Valentine ZeClurkin who with his fam-
oly ran a general store. fe also sold ice-cream and home made
bread. A HMr. Logsn had a barber shop in the back part of the store.

Mr. McClurkin sold his store to yil1lliam Kleinschmidt snd moved
Yest. Mr. Kleinschmidt moved into the store in Dec. 1904.He also
moved into the house just west of the store which seemed to have
been occupled by the family who operated the business ad joining.

y. Kleinschmidt,assisted by hals son John,operated the store
asa general country store for many years. ile bought the farmer's
produce in exchange for merchandlise,cash or chips.
For many years ir. Kleinschmidt made quite a business of shilp-
ping puoltry to the New York market. de bought up geese and kept
them on a little farm north of town about a mile,owned by Barney
Vasterhoven,known as Barney's. When 1t was the right time to reach
New York in time for a Jewlsh holiday in the fall,you could see
him and a group of boys driving a great drove of squaking geese
in from the farm and up to the station to be loaded into a car
for shipment. Sometimes he took part of a car of geese and part
chickens. He also would advertise that on a certain day he would
have a vpaultry car on the siding. The farmers would bring thelr
chickens tothe car to be weighed and loaded. Often he had a car
or two losded at Oakdale,at Nashville and at Hoyleton on the same
day. Then the local freigzht vould pick them up, hooking them all
together to make the trip to New York. _

Mr. Kleinschmidt would get two or three local boys to go with
him to New York to feed snd water the chickens on the way. He did
not pay these boys but they got a free trip to New York with all
expenses vald and a ride back on a passenger traln. e could us=~
ually find plenty of boys who wanted to take this trip even though
they had to work on the way to New Yorke.

Mr. William Kleinschmidt retired and moved to Nashville after
his family were grown and his wife hed died. John continued to
mansge the store untll he died in 1937. He was assisted by ilss

Margaret Patton.

Mr. Clarence %W.Woodside bought the Kleingchmidt Store in 1937
snd moved his family here from St. Louis. At this time he bought
creams,eges and chickens from the farmerse. About this time,the
gtores and zarages were kept open two nights a week,wWednesday and
Saturdey. Farmers who had cars drove them to town and those who
gtill drove horses hitched them to the rack along the east silde
of the stores. The stores were kept open until 11:00 o'clock. It
was a good time for everyone to do their shopping and catch up
on a8ll the news.

Later on they quit buying farmer's produce_and began selllng
appliances. +ith electricity in all the homes in both town and
country there was_a bigz demand for radios,refrigerators,washers,
1ater stoves and T.V.'s,
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At first he handled Crosley apnliences,the Kelvinator and
in 1949 he secured the Frigidsre franchise. For lack of room
and in order to have a display room,:ir. #Woodside built an ad-
dition to his store on the west side of ot.

Ed Hudsveth,his son-in-law and his wife have now bought out
the Apnlisnce Businesgs and iir. wWoodside continues to hsndle gro-
ceries,meats,stavle dry goods,and a great deal of nails and small
hardware supolies. He sells bottled gas for stoves and used to
gell gasoline until the law was changed which forbids parking on
streets to buy ges snd till the gravel road to the west was re-
surfeced and widened.(1969--7) '

Mr. Hugh Boyle owned sgnd operated an implement shop in a bulld-
ing Jjust west of the Decker Shop from 1904-1908. He sold out to
Mr. James Sloane and r. Henry Bremmeler wno sold machinery there
for some time. Mr. Jas. icClay did a zre-t desl of their mechanic-
al repair work. I believe that James Twe=dy worked for them for
a8 time before he moved to Florida. Lester Guthrie and Charles
Brammeier must have used the same bullding for t helr garage.

McKEAN DRUG STORE

Mr. John McKean buillt s drug store on Lot 4,Block 4 in the
early days of Oakdale, He had been in a simllar but smaller store
as a partner of James iforrison,before Oakdale was nlatted. Since
Mr. McKesn was not a licensed drugcist he could only sell patent
medicines,.He also sold candy,gum,etc. and school books and sup-
plies. Mr. lcKean was School Trustee for 37 years. :

Yhen the televhone system was first installed in Oakdale,

Mr. McKean kept the first switch board in his store. He operated
the switch board from 1902 to 1910. w«r. icKean died in 1915.

Shortly @fter the death of iir. licKean,Lester Guthrie bought
hig store snd continued to overate i1t as a supplier of patent
medicines,school books and supolies. e zlso partitioned off a
place in the rear of his store as an ice~cream parlor.de was Post
Master,followed by his wife iladge and they kept the post office
in the store from Oct.l,1922 -Aug.31,1944. He then put in a line
of groceries and cold meats which he gold for several years. As
he returned to full time barbering,he closed out the grocery store.
At the present time,the building is used as a polling place
for elections.

KIRKPATRICK BUILDING

In 1912,Rey Kirkpatrick built s small building with glass
front for use as a post office. It was located on the west half
of Lot 1 Block 3. Re ran the post office here from 1913 to 1518
when he moved to Kansas,selling his building to Jack Gamble.
My. Kirkpatrick also built the house on Lot 2 Block 3,whicn he
sold to !r. D.P .Carson. Now owned by lir. Ed Sterns.
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Jack Gamble mov~d his business from the Ardrey Building to
his new locztlone. Jack did a go>d business in fresh meat for a
small town.He killed and orocessed tne meat himself. He also did
custom grinding of sausage for farmers,thereby making the Job of
gasusage making much easler. #dr. Gancle,assisted by his wife Loils,
continued with his business until his death from a heart attack
in the summer of 1938. ’

After Jack's death,ilrs.Gemble continued to run the store
with the help of a clerk. She bought the meat which she sold
from the Bowman arket in Coultsrville. wWwhen the work seemed to0O
much for lirs. Gamble,she sold the business and nroperty to iir.
Lyle Torrens.

LLyle continued with the grocery and meat business asslsted
by his wife Gertrude,until about 1948 when he moved to Nashville
to work for the iashington County Service Company.

For several years Ralpnh Shreeman used the store buildling as
s shop for his nlumbing business.

This building was torn down in 1967T.
" OAKDALE STATE BANK

After opening a bank with private capital in the Ardrey Build-
ing in 1908 or 1909,%harles Lancaster bought Lots 1 & 2 in Block
3 in Oakdale from the Kennedy Sigsters on October 25,1910.The deed
for the property lis recorded-vVol.l0l,page 542.

In the meantime the bang was reorganized and local buslness
men and farmers from a large area in the community,bought shares
of stock,valu=d at $ 25.00 per share. The new bank was nasmed the
Oakdale Farmers 3ank to be the other officers. un iay 26,13911,Chas.
Lesncaster and wife deeded the above named lots to the Ozkdale Far-
mers Bank, Recorded in Vol.ll6,0age 252.

On Nov.8&,1920, the Oskdale Farmers Bank_was reorganized in ac-
cordance with the Illinois Banking Lavs and became the Oakdale
State Sabk with caoitsal atock of % 15,000.00. Thls meant that 1in
order to meet the law,each stock nolder had to invest an eddition-
al % 75.00 for each share of stock he had,if he wished to contin-
ue as a stock holder. iowever the bank was doing well so lncreas--
ing the capltal was favorsbly accepted.

During the Devression Days,the bank along with thousands of
others closed. Our bank was closed in vec.1932, On lMarch 4,1933
Pres. Roosevelt closed all banks in the nation in a Bank ilorit-
orium. Banke were allowed to reopen as soon as they could meet
the requirements of the FDIC. At that time the stock holders vere
regponsible for 200% of t he face value of their stock.

Business has continued to grow,capital stock has been increas-
ed,some stock has changed hands,and the bank has now been moved
to s new building which is modern and is now equioped to render
better service,including Safety 3oxes, Night Depository and Drive-
Up Vindow.

Mr. J.W.Allen and Dr. T.G.Tibby have been cashiers. At the
present time Stanley Coulter 1is cashier,assisted by his wife,
Virginia. Tney movsd into the new bank Dec.21,1968.
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SMITH BLACKSHMITH & WAGON SHOP

On April 2111868,Robert Smith paid $ 1.70 taxes on S pt W %
NE Sec.28-3=4,7% acres.on Jan.l4,1869 he paid ¢ 7.60 total tax
on the above described 7% acres,plus 40 acres SE;NE S5eC.29=3=4
and on Lots 4 %6 in Block 10 1in Ozkdale. l.ots value 3 1D0.0D each.

Ne know that some tilme in 1868 he bought the Kelsey Forge in
Oakdale and moved from his old shop 1in Sec.28 zlong with a house
he had there to t he Oakdale oroperty. He built the old shop much
as 1t 1ooks today(1969) except for the shed on the west side which
was added in 1936.There was a wide porch and rasmp on the soutn
gide which was used to move finished wagons from the loft to the
shed which was on the east side of the shop many years ago.hir.R.
Kirkpatrick tells us that lir.Smith did most of his wagon work and
repsir work in thilse shed after his sons Wes and Dave had learned
the blacksmith trade. Tne loft wes used for storage of wagon parts
which he hsuled out by wagon from St. Louls. They had an old stean
engine south of the shop,triggered up to run the trip-hammer,emery-
gtone,etc.Xr. Kirkpatrick ran the engine one summer.

As childr=n we likedto play in the loft with a big old bellows
and other things storedup there. e also like to turn the crank
to blow the coals on the forge to a flame end to watch the sparks
fly from the blg crind-stone. :

r. Smith carried 2 little day book in his vest pocket 1in
which he recorded all work he dld that was not paid for immediate-
ly when the work was finished.karly settlers whose names do not
appear either paid when the work was completed or they were not
nis customars.These are the names recorded in 1874,along with new
nsmes added in 1875 and '76. v

Ben jamin Bush,Henry Carson, John Guy,L.Garlick,J.P.Hibbard,
Jas. Chesney,John Carson,:ichael Hubler, John Kirkpatrick,Samuel
Kemps, James Torrans,dJohn Boyd,John Foust,Richard Boyd ,ifoses Keady,
Sol HMaxwell, frs. Frances MCClay,ﬁm.McKinstry,Chas.McElhinney,
Jemes McClurkin, Joseoh P atton, James Piper, George Stephenson,
Robert North,Frances Torrens,Robert Ceggs,S.3.0wensg,John ilcklroy,
Mpr. DJsborn,James Kemps, Alexander Leslie,Robert iiclean, John Luney,
Robert iicConnell, Robert licAfee,Jameg ianning, Amos snyder,S.3amdle,
John Donnelly, Arthur Dempsey, Rogs Guthrie, wm.Balley, Iverson
Jones,Fredrick Wilson,St=phen HKuhaffey, James liurphy,Thomas Kerr,
Mrg. Carr, John Carmicha«l,Frances wilkins,David Dempsey,Thomas
MeConnell, John McCloy, Robert Ramgey, iir. iurray, Jonn Corpeng-
hing.

‘'The next year thege new names appear :Hugh Brownlee, James ..C-
Cauley,Joseph Temole,Henry wlens, Jonn Sloane, David willey,R.Todd,.
Jas. Christy. James end Adam Boyle appear in 1876.

(This is a lengthy list put in to show the names which have
dlsaopeared from the community as well as those who have remained)
Ag lir. Smith zrew tooold to contlnue working,his shop was
rented to Hr. Charles Branmeler who carried on blacksmithing in

the shop 28 well as working on cars for sev=ral years.

In 193%6,the west shed was built on and it r. John Brammeler
worked as blacksmith and wood worker for about nine years.

Heyman Friemgn ovnerated a gsrage in the old shop for twenty-
nine y=a2rs uatil he rotirzed in 1G06. :
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GEORGE J. DECKER
L.R.H.

george J.Decker wes born in Pllot Knob Township,Sec.4 on
October 20,1884, He came to Ouxdale in 1300 and started black-
amithing in a shop about 24 by 24 feet loczted in 3Block ll.

A man by the name of Shubert had blacxsmithed 1in the same
shop for some time before and a lr. Ramsey had blacksmithed in
the shop 1in 1505.

When Mr. Deacker started he bought the shop from ir. J.W.
Torrens and irs. Ren Edgar. George Decker bullt a shed on to thils
building snd used it that way untll 1319 wnen he bullt the present
bullding on the same site. lhe new bullding was 30 by 80 feet and
was connected to a smaller building to the east making it now 00
by 80 feet under one roof.In building the new shop,ir. Decker
made a basement under psrt or all of it. Dirt taken from the bzse-
ment was used to 111 the cut in the hillside made by the old fas~
wveskia=Vincennaes Trail which was at the south end of the building.

In 191€ ir. Decker got a contract with the itcCornick Deering
Implement Company to sell thelr machinery. He sold his first trac-
tor Lo Gus Leich 1in 1926 and tard Auld bought the second one in
1628, J.Ren lcClay bought the third one in 1930. They were 10-20C's
#ith steel wheels with cleats pulling two 14 inch plows. They were
very sturdy tractors and many of these 10-20's lasted for a great
number of years. '

Wr. Decker kept a heloer for many years. Charles Brammeler
worked with him as an auto mechanic and learned the blacksmith-~
ing trade before he opened nis own shop in the Smith Shop. John
Brammeier worked with ir. Decker about seven years before he
opened his own blacksmith and wocd worxing shop in a shed bullt
on to the west side of the Smith Shop. Leo Lake worked a short
time snd £d Stearns also worked sboul a year.

In 1546 lir. Decker quit the blacksmithing buginess and rented
the shop to William Xroener who continued there until the snop
wag 80lc in 1959.

I')r. Decker had been in the seed business in a small way be-
fore 1946, At this time he devoted all nls iime to the seed bus-
{ness in the east part of the buildlng. He bought and sold cow-
peas,aweet clover,red clover,legpedeza seed,etc.le carrled on
this work for 13 wears or until voctober 195G. He sold the build-
ing to Jack Basten who ased all the bullding for handlinf seed.
Bastian £o0ld the bullding and seed business to Willard Harris of
letropolis ,Illinols in 1963.

— m——

John Brammelier started a blacksmith snop in a shed buillt on
to the west side of the old Smith Shop in 1636. He continued to
operate’ this shop until 1946, He started to do part time truck-
ing in 1943. He quit the shop to do full time trucking in 1349
and continued until 1359---hauling coal,ferm graln to elevalors,
making regular trips to the stock yvards in East St.Louls and bring-
ing back lousds of gtoclk feed.
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OAXDALE GARAGES

Lester Guturie and Charles Brammeler had the first garace
in Oakdale. It was located in a building Just west of what’
known as Decker's shop and was cwned by Henry Brammeler and
James Sloane. They repaired cars and sold ilodel T Fords.

The Guthrie and Srammeler Garage was discontlinued after
about two years. Aft=r this Charles worked for George Decker
as blacksmith and auto mechznlc for a few years,then went lnto
blacksmithingz and auto repair business for himself in ths Seith
Blacksmith Shop tuilding. After gseveral yesrs Cherles sold his
business to Herman Frieman in October 1934,

FRIEMAN'S GARAGE - October 29,1934--October 29,1966

On October 29,19%4 Herman and Orval Frieman bought the Chas.
Brammeier Blacksmith snd Garage business and started a garage
and service station known as rrieman Jros. Garage.

During the first winter we sold Conoco products and got alco
hol in five gallon cans from Hascoutah. 'the only all weather road
Wwas the rock road from uskdale to Lively Grove,which was built
in the gummer of 1934.4t times business was awfully slow. L rem-
ember one day that Jimmie osoyle walzed in and bought one =allon
of kerosene which gold for 10¢,the only sale of the day. Gasollne
at one time as a special sold 7 gallons for % 1.00. In the spring
of 1935,we changeé to D.X., products. Ewald Doelling of Addieville
was the distributor.

In February 1937,Horman Frieman bought out Orval and it stilli
remsined Frieman Bros.dsrage. Orvzl,better znown as "Dude" sold
out on the advice of his doctor that he get away from so much
gas fumes,so he took a Job selllng cars at Nashvllle for the Ford
Yotor Company which was operated by !r. Shanks. Jim Calne worked
for us the summer of 1333.

In April 1942,Norman gold out to me,Herman,and I became the
sole owner of what was Lnen xnown as Frieman's Garage. Normesn
went to work as firemsn on the ilo. Pacific R.R. Steve Schaefer,
Jr. who was then a student at Oszxdale Eigh School,worked for me
at noon z2nd after school and on Saturdays and during the summer
vacation,from April 8,1542 to July 1%5,1943. :

Trom July 15,1943 to September 1,1946 I took care of 1t by
myself most of the time with the nelp of my wife Edna,who sold
gas and oil,patched tires,cut the lining from brake shoes and
helned clean up narts. She could have been a good mechanlc be-
eides a gonod wife and mother. iy Dad,Hznry Frieman could not do
much mechsnicsl " rk but 1t was a2lways a great pleasure Just
having him sround and he helped more then most people think.

Edna nelped me off and on as long as I was in buslness. At
times 1t was necessary to bring Delores and Kathyrn down to the
garace while I would go out to the country or go after parts.
Edna slso made many trips after parts. In later years she did -
all of my book worz,including tsking care of all the sales tax
and income tax.
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November 15,1943 to February 6,1945 Eddie ilusielaZ worked
for for me,pvort time. On Dec.15,1944 to Oct.1950,Clayton Iben-
dshl worked for me,with the exception of six weeks,when he znd
one of the vampbell boys ran bgrmer's Service 3tatlon located
where allliam Kroener's Blacasmith Shop is operated.(190g)

“Then Clayton left me,snd hls Uncle Ted took a Job managing 3urg-
nardtd Poultry Farm at Fayetteville,Ill.

Benny Dintlemen worked for me from Sent.l,1046 until idsrch
15,1947, ¥enny Dintleman worked for me from fay 1,1247 to June
15,1947, vtis Piper worked for me from Jan.1,1948 until Feb.10,
1948, Utle di@ me a tremenduous favor waichn I w1ll always be
grateful for,as 1t was duringz the 1llness and death of my father,
ag I was away from the garage most of the time and Clayton ne=zd-
ed helv. Ctis hed another job he wss gupoosed to go to but would
not leave me until I was free to come back to WOrK regularly.

"gam" Chalmers Brammeier ceme to worx for me iarch 1,1048
and continued with me until Cct.23,196¢. From the time of our .
vegin ing until 1960,we were open €VEry ednesday and Saturday
night and usually half days on holldays. It was not uncomxzon OD
Sgturday nights to be there until 12:00 o'clockx. I was always

very fortungte in having good honest and likeable boys and nen
to0 help me. There were also a few others who helned me when I

, Was in a bind,such as Lyle ilicClay,Dnulton Rohde,Earl Hammond and
. ” Jim BHenley. If I have forgotten to mention anyone,l apopoglze.

Sam worked for me the longzest,almost nineteen years. L never
thought of Sam as working for me,he was a lot closer than thate.
' Contributed by Herman Frieman

BRAMMEIFR'S D.X.SERVICE

Purineg the summer of 1966, Chalmers(Sem) Braumeler built a
new modern garage of concrete block in the black top road Jjust
on the eastern edge of the village. It ig well equipped with
modern machinery and Sam gives good servicé on cars,tractors
or lawn mowers. e also sells D.X. gasoline and other p.X.pro-
duCtg;m 1s often assisted by hls father Charles 3ranmneler in the
gummer or by hig wife Bettle when he is.called out of town.,

He opened hig shop o1 October 30,1966, #e wish him well for
at least as long as Herman Frieman had hils garagee.

e ar——

the Oakdale area was voted 1nto :the Coulterville Fire pistrict
in April 27,1368, ELECTRICITY -

In the middle 1920‘s there were elco %ight gystems 1in Bor-
cherding and Kleinschmidt's Stores,Guthrie’s Drug Store,the R.P.
Church snd several farm nomes.These were 32 zolt systems using

agoline generators 1o charge storsge bsiterlies.
& Through the wWork of Lester Guinrle,tney were able to persuage
the I11.P ower Co.1lo build a power into Oakdale.Power was turne

on in October 1630,

Y “ ~
The 2.<.h.bullt oower 1insg into the ares in Dee.l959.
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THE RAILROAD AT OAKDALE

During the soringend sumner of 1886,the Centraliaz and Ches-
ter Railroad Company secured the "pight-of-way not to exceed
100 feet'"for the railroad which the company was about to con=
struct.(ve have a rlght-of -#ay easement glven S.L.Coulter.)

They sterted to build the railrosd line through OJakdale 1n
1888. ‘the farmers of the community who wished to were hired to
use their tesm and hand scraper to build the rosdbed. It was com-
pleted and the traln started running in 1832. Farmers alsoO used
their teame and scrapers to make the railroad lake bullt on the
Kelso Tarm,located about two miles nortn of QOakdale,in the fall
of 1902.

The trains were pulled by a steam engline. For meny years
there was a freight traln each way per day snd a two-car pas-
gengsr traln each way,norning and evening per day. On tne pas-
genger train,the front part of the Tirst car vas for carrylng
vaggage and mall and the back part of the car wWas for paceen-
gers who Wished to smoxe. Thne second car was 11l for passengers.
Some time in the early 1900's the traln bacame known as the Ill-
inois Southern.

To ghow that the locomotllives were not very powerful,they used
two engines for a frelght of much length. During the winter of
1917 the trailn could not run for over a week because the snow
had drifted so high they would get stuck.Farmers had to dig out
the roads where they were drifteé shut. Those chlldren who went
to high school in Nashville were taken in bob-sled or buggles.

For some reason the railroad was shut down from December 1619
until June 1621. During this time the mail,all freight and people
had to depend on a few automobiles but mosily nhorse-drawn vehicies
togo any place. ‘ '

In June 1937,tne Nashville Journal reported)The Migsouri Pac-
jfic Railroad Company had inatalled a ceisel engine train on the
M.I.Railroed runnlng one train each direction dally between Salem
and Chester." ' . _

It gseemed that the My ggouri-Pacific Co.bought the Ill.5outh-
ern when it dilscontinued gervice snd when service was r=gumed 1in
1621,1t was known as the Mo=Ill. Railroad or M & I.ihen the traln
1ost the coniract for nhauling mail,the passenger train was reduced
in size to one car nicknamedthe "Doodle Bug". The end of passen-
ger servlce came on March 15,1954, Many local people rode 1t on
1ts last run.

Mike Fitzgerasld was the senlor engineer for many yezrs,mostly
on the passenger +rain until his retirement at the age of 73 years.
He dled May 1956,hls wlfe was the former Flossle licClay. John
Carson of Sparts,who grew up in the Oakdale community,was the en-
gineer on one of the freight trsinsg for meny years until nis re-
Xirement.He still llives 1in Sparta with his wife,the former Heznnah
Frieman of near Elkton. .

The rsilroad stlll does a rather large freight business, tho
there has not been a statlon agent for many years.'Tne stztion
building was sold to willlard Harris about 1965. He moved 1t
south of his other buildings ané along with addltional consiruc-
tion converted it for use in hls seed buglinesse.
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HISTORY OF THE GRAIN BUSINESS IN OAKDALE
. - . LIR.H.

For many yeare after the mlll blew up,Mr. Moses Keady,who
ovned a half interest in the mill at that time,hauled flour
and other mill products from the adcieville 1i1ll and sold it
from a shed he had bdbullt east of his house which 1s now owned
by :#r. Albert Dintleman. The north blacktop road probably lies
across its former location. wur. Keady hauled this flour and
feesd in a wagon with side=boards,making the trip frequently.
He continued this trade into the early 1300 ' 3.

inen the Joseph llaxwell's bought the property about 1912,
thls shed was moved behind the house vhere it still stends.

A wheat buying station has been in Oakdale from aboutl 1890,
1t was ownad by the Camp Spring iilling Company of Hashville,and
for a time E£.W.Balley was the buyer.

Robert Osborn took over the management in 1894, There was
nothing but a small building for feed and flour with a very
amall office in oune corner. A amall wagon scale had been built
along the rallroad track,and a freight car would be spotted for
the buysr's use= so the grain could be weighed and unloaded into
the car. If 1t took sev=ral days to load,the raillway did not co%
1ect a per diem fee. Some years 1atar an addition was added to
the original building for the storage of grain,and an elevator

was added to load the grain 1into cars.

Robert Osborn quit the job in 1906 when an interest 1n the
Oakdale 1lccation was shown by the Sauers killing Co. of Lkvans-
ville, Ill. ’

In 1607 a small bulldlng was constructed near the depot,and
wheat was again loaded 1nto rallwey carse.-In the spring of 1307,
the farmers purchased a plece of land stretching 200 feet along
the tresck and reaching 120 feet to the east,from C.E.Balley at
a coat of & 250.00 for the Sauers 1111ling Co. to build an eleva-
tor upon. The new elsvator had a capacity of 15,000 bushels and
cost about # 3000.00. If I remerber correctly,labor cost about

$§ 1.25 per daye.

James Boyle bought the property of the Camp Spring lilling
Co.,then own=d Dby 4.H.Cordes in the winter of 1908 and later
constructed two more buildings on the aite, In the 1920's ir.
Boyle bought ground norta of thls 1ocation .and constructed -two
bulldings with eslevating machinery and a dqump scale. He operated
this business until 1932. He was very energetic and built up the
business,shipning 1into Oakdale the first carload of commercial
feed., Mr, Boyle sold the business to the Huegley Elevator Co. .
in 1946. Ray Sledze op=arated 1t for a time,but they never got 192
buying grain due fo the fact the building was set along a D2cS
track that was ©bullt for the roilroasd's personal use,and nothing
would be snotted on thls track except for the Carrier's use.

The rsilreoad was shudb down from De=c.1515 untll Juns 1GZ1,
and nothing could be shipped from tals statlor. However ,ine

SESEENUPRREE S
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Sauers lilling Co. hired equipment and operated from Evansville
to Coulterville where the I.C.Railway picked up thelr flour and
feedse. '

The Sauers lfilling Co. bullt an additional building in 1927
jnstalling a cleaning machilne which wss popular at that time.
this was completed at a cost of § 3,000.,0C. In the meantime an
additional house was constructed on the site for feeds by the
Sauars Milling Co and one on the jocaticn by Robert Osborn,which
now has been converted into an office.

Robert Osborne retired in 1639 and Harry Osborn worked for
the Sauers Milling Co. until the summer of 1949 when all the
properties of the Sauers ii111ing Co. were sold to the Gilster
¥11ling Co. of Steeleville,Ill. Thne owners of the Sauers xilling
Co. had éied in the mesntime and poor management had caused a
grest loss 1in the business. -

The Gilster Milling Co. operatad the business with Harry Os-
born as manager for five years. They started to buy gsoybeans
1951, Soybeauns viere coming to the front as a major crop 1n the
communltye.

The Gilster Milling Co. sold to Harry and Laura Osborn in
1953.The Osborn's continuad in the business until 1962 when 1t
was sold to Sam lMeeks of Brookport,Ill. The new owner made some
igprovements,putting in a truck scale and hegan buylng without
clesning. He also changed the name to "The Oakdale Grain Co."
Ye had & man to continus operatlng t+he business until the sum-
mer of 1963 when he sold to Williard Harris of ietropolls,Ill.,
who continued to operate under the naume Of "Oakdale Grain Co.*

Under !r. Harris,the »nlace has been improved by acquiring
an additional 300 ft. of lznd along the tracks,adding an addi-
tional unloading place, bullding additional sheds to handle
fesds,as well as erscting several large storage bins with driers
snd choots for easy handling of grain. He 8a1so hasndles a nitro=-
gen fertillzer businesse.

The Wgshington County Service Co. bought the Oakdale Grailn
Co. from V%Willlard Hsrris and took over operation on June 1,1968,
with Don Finke as managzr,assisted Dby Carrcl Stern. The Service
Co. is erecting a large shed 10O further expand the handling of
fertilizers. ,

Robert Osborn and his son Harry operated the graln buying
business at Oakdale continuously from 1894 until 1962 with the
exception of one and a half y=ar when the railroad was shut down.
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