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INTRODUCTION
by
Lawrence R. Hood

Since I had gathered so much more history aboﬁt Qak-
dale Townsﬁip than could be used in the Sesquicentennial
book, "THIS IS WASHINGTON COUNTY",we thought 1t advisable
to plééenit'ln the Washington County Historical Soclety
Museum Library,where others could have the privilege of
reading the research which has been in the maklng over a
period of years.

I especlally wish to thank Mr. Ray Kirkpsastrick for the
1nfofmétion he gave on the early business places of Oakdale
Mrs. Mollie Kinyon Rezba for various facts about Elkton,ifrs.
Nelda Boyle Robb for helps acquired from her resesrch paper
entitled,"Oakdale,Illinols Soclal anc Religilous Sketch",
Miss Claudine Coulter for further resgearch,typing and as-
sembling also several dozen residents or former residents,
who gave information or loaned books,eight of whom have
died since providing valuable facts or dates.lthe latter
gre:Mrs, Ada Auld Torrens, Walter Snyder,T.E.ilcLean,George
Decker, Jnhn Klene,Mrs. Laura Maxwell Osborn, ifrs. Anna
YcLean Boyd and liss Irene Piper. Their help- has been much

appreclated,
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