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of little use to the cause of reformation. Some of his posterity, through 
a daughter, may yet be found in Randolph county, Illinois, in each branch 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. James Reid, missionary from Scotland, visited Carolina in 1790, 
constitu'ed the session, received applicants for membership, set in order 
the affairs of the church, and administered the Lord's supper. Thomas 
Smith, now an elder in Bethesda congregation, is positive that he has heard 
his father, David Smith, then about nineteen years of age, say again and 
again, that that session took the first disciplinary steps in regard to the 
sin of slavery. They required all slaveholders before going to commu
nion to give their pledge that they would comply with the decision of the 
first presbytery having jurisdiction over them, that should act on this sub
ject. All the members of the church, but one, were willing to give their 
pledge, and submit to the judgment of the church. This person was 
then deprived of his privileges. Mr. King and the session carried out 
this policy till 1801, when the subject wa^ finally disposed of, according to 
the law and the testimony, by the committee of the Reformed Presbytery. 

Rev. W m . King came to Araerica in 1792, settled in a pastoral charge 
in Carolina in 1793, and with Mr. McGarrah constituted a committee of 
the Scotch Reformed Presbytery, and restored Mr. Martin, and under 
these "the affairs ofthe church began to wear a regular appearance." 

There must have been quite a number of merabers in the congregation 
at this time. It was coraposed of several societies, considerably scattered, 
and requiring the services of three rainisters. The raajority of the mem
bers of the church in North America, were at this time in South Carolina. 
During the time of his pastorate, Mr. King received a visit from Rev. 
Jaraes McKinney, who was raissionating in the North. The mutual joy 
of these brethren in meeting together was on that occasion expressed, with 
more than ordinary emphasis. Mr. King was holding a sacrament, ar.d 
expecting Mr. McKinney. The latter arrived Saturday morning at the 
carap where the communion was tobe held. The session was constituted. 
Mr King seeing Mr. McKinney at the outskirts of the camp, left the 
chair and met him where he was. They put their arms around each other 
and greeted one another with a holy kiss. See how they loved each 
other ' The anecdote is given on the authority of David Robeson, son of 
John Robeson, who was an elder in the church, perhaps at that time; at 

any rate, certainly afterward. David Robeson is now a raeraber of Sha
ron congregation, Iowa. Mr. King raarried Nancy Neil, daughter of 

Thoraas Neil, by w h o m he had two daughters, Nancy and Sarah. Nancy 
married John Cooper. Her descendants may be found about Xenia, 
Ohio among the N e w Lights. Sarah married Archibald McClurkin, and 

the children were lost to the church and mingled with the world. Mr. 

King died in 1798-
Rev. Jaraes McKinney came to Carolina in 1802, as colleague pastor 


